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PREFACE. 


No  part  of  hiftory  is  more  inftruftive 
and  delighting,  than  the  lives  of  great  and 
worthy  men  :  The  fhortnefs  of  them  in- 
vites many  readers,  and  there  are  fuch  lit- 
tle and  yet  remarkable  paflages  in  them, 
too  inconfiderable  to  be  put  in  a  general 
hiftory  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived ; 
that  all  people  are  very  defirous  to  know 
them.  This  makes  Plutarch's  Lives  be 
more  generally  read,  than  any  of  all  the 
books  which  the  ancient  Greeks  or  Ro- 
mans writ. 

But  the  lives  of  heroes  and  princes,  are 
commonly  filled  with  the  account  of  the 
great  things  done  by  them,  which  do  ra- 
ther belong  to  a  general  than  a  particular 
hiftory  ;  and  do  rather  amufe  the  readers 
fancy  with  a  fplendid  fhew  of  greatnefs, 
than  offer  him  what  is  really  fo  ufeful  to 
•himfelf;  and  indeed  the  lives  of  princes 
are  either  writ  with  fo  much  flattery,  by 
thofe  who  intended  to  merit  by  it  at  their 
own  hands,  or  others  concerned  in  them  ; 
or  with  fo  much  fpite,  by  thofe  who  being 
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ill  ufed  by  them,  have  revenged  them- 
felves  on  their  memory,  that  there  is  not 
much  to  be  built  on  them :  and  though 
the  ill  nature  of  many  makes  what  is 
fatirically  writ,  to  be  generally  more  read 
and  believed,  than  when  the  flattery  is 
vifible  and  courfe  ;  yet  certainly  relent- 
arrient  may  make  the  writer  corrupt  the 
-truth  of  hiftory,  as  much  as  intereft  :  And 
iince  all  men  have  their  blind  fides,  and 
.commit  errors,  he  that  will  induftriouily 
lay  thefe  together,  leaving  out,  or  but 
ilightly  touching  what  fhould  be  fet  a- 
gamlt'them,  to  balance  them,  may  make 
a  very  good  man  appear  in  very  bad  co- 
lours :  So  upon  the  whole  matter,  there  is 
-notthat  reafbn  to.expe&either  much  truth, 
or  great  inftru6tion,  from  what  is  written 
concerning  heroes  or  princes  ;  for  few  have 
been  able  to  imitate  the  patterns  Sueto- 
nius fet  the  world  in  writing  the  lives  of 
the  Roman  emperors,  with  the  fame  free- 
dom that  they  had  led  them :  But  the 
lives  of  private  men,  though  they  feldom 
entertain  the  reader  with  fuch  a  variety  of 
paflages  as  the  other  do  ;  yet  certainly  they 
ofter  him  things  that  are  more  imitable, 
and  do  preient  wifdom  and  virtue  to  him, 
not  only  in  a  fair  idea,  which  is  often  look- 
ed on  as  a  piece  of  the  invention  or  fancy 
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of  the  writer,  but  in  fuch  plain  and  fami- 
liar inftances,  as  clo  both  direct  him  bet- 
ter, arid  perfuade  him  more ;  and  there 
are  not  fuch  temptations  to  bias  thofe  who 
writ  them,  fo  that  we  may  generally  de- 
pend more  on  the  truth  of  fuch  relations 
as  are  given  in  them. 

In  the  age  in  which  we  live,  religion 
and  virtue  have  been  propofedand  defend- 
ed with  fuch  advantages,  with  that  great 
force  of  reafon,  and  thofe  perfuafions,  that 
they  can  hardly  be  matched  in  former 
times  ;  yet  after  all  this,  there  are  but 
few  much  wrought  on  by  them,  which 
perhaps  flows  from  this,  among  other  rea- 
ibns,  that  there  are  not  fo  many  excellent 
patterns  let  out,  as  might  both  in  a  ihort- 
er,  and  more  efteitual  manner  recommend 
that  to  the  world,  which  difcourfes  do  but 
coldly  ;  the  wit  and  itile  of  the  writer  be- 
ing more  conlidered  than  the  argument 
which  they  handle,  and  therefore  the  pro- 
pofing  virtue  and  religion  in  fiich  a  mo^ 
-del,  may  perhaps  operate  more  than  the 
perfpe6tive  of  it  can  do  ;  and  for  the  hifto- 
*ry  of  learning,  nothing  does  fo  prefer ve 
and  improve  it,  as  the  writing  the  lives  of 
thofe  who  have  been  eminent  in  it. 

There  is  no  book  the  ancients  have  left 
us,  which  might  have  informed  us  more 
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than  Diogenes  Lsertius  his  lives  of  the 
philosophers  ;  if  he  had  had  the  art  of 
writing  equal  to  that  great  fubject  which 
he  undertook  ;  for  if  he  had  given  the 
world  fuch  an  account  of  them,  as  Gaflen- 
clus  has  done  o£Peirefk,  how  great  a  Itock 
of  knowledge  might  we  have  had,  which 
by  bis  unlkilfulnefs  is  in  a  great  meafure 
loft  ?  Since  we  muft  now  depend  only  on 
him,  becaufe  we  have  no  other,  or  better 
author,  that  has  written  on  that  argu- 
ment. 

For  many  ages  there  were  no  lives  writ 
but  by  Monks,  through  whole  writings 
there  runs  fuch  an  incurable  humour,  of 
telling  incredible  and  inimitable  paffages, 
that  little  in  them  can  be  believed  or  pro- 
poled  as  a  pattern  :  Sulpitius  Severus  and 
Jerom  Ihewed  too  much  credulity  in  the 
lives  they  writ,  and  railed  Martin  and  Hi- 
larion  beyond  what  can  be  reafonably  be- 
lieved :  after  them  Socrates,  Theodoret, 
vSozomen  and  Palladius  took  a  pleafure  to 
tell  uncouth  ftories  of  the  Monks  of  The- 
bais  ;  and  Nitria :  and  thofe  who  came 
after  them,  fcorned  to  fall  ihort  of  them; 
but  raifed  their  faints  above  .thofe  of  for- 
mer ages  ;  fo  that  one  would  have  thought 
that  undecent  way  of  writing  could  rife  no 
higher;  and  this  humour  infedted  even 


PREFACE.  Vll 

thofe  who  had  othenvife  a  good  fenfe  of 
things,  and  a  juft  appreheniion  of  man- 
kind, as  may  appear  in  Matthew  Paris, 
who  though  he  was  a  writer  of  great  judg- 
ment and  fidelity,  yet  he  has  corrupted 
his  hiftory  with  much  of  that  alloy  :  But 
when  emulation  and  envy  rofe  among  the 
feveral  orders  or  houies,  then  they  iron 
proved  in  that  art  of  making  romances, 
inftead  of  writing  lives,  to  that  pitch,  that 
the  world  became  generally  much  fcanda- 
lized  with  them :  The  Francifcans  and 
Doininicians  tried  who  could  fay  the  moft 
extravagant  things  of  the  founders,  or 
other  faints  of  their  orders,  and  the  Bene- 
dittines  ;  who  thought  themfelves,  pol- 
feffed  of  the  belief  of  the  world,  as  well  as 
of  its  wealth,  endeavoured  all  that  was 
poffibleftill  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  their 
order,  by  outlying  the  others  all  they 
could  ;  and  whereas  here  or  there,  a  mi- 
racle, a  viiion  or  trance,  might  have  oc- 
curred in  the  lives  of  former  faints  ;  now 
every  page  was  full  of  thofe  wonderful 
things. 

Nor  has  the  humour  of  writing  in  fuch 
a  manner,  been  quite  kid  down  in  this 
age,  though  more  awakened  and  better  en- 
lightened, as  appears  in  the  life  of  Philip 
Nerius,  and  a  great  many  more  :  And  the 
A  3 
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Jefuits  at  Antwerp,  are  now  taking  care 
to  load  the  world  with  a  vaft  and  volumi- 
nous collection  of  all  thofe  lives,  that  has 
already  fwelled  to  eleven  volumes  in  folio, 
in  a  fmall  print,  and  yet  being  cligefted 
according  to  the  kalendar,  they  have  yet 
but  ended  the  month  of  April :  The  life 
of  Monfieur  Renty  is  writ  in  another  man- 
ner, where  there  are  fo  many  excellent 
paflages,  that  he  is  juftly  to  be  reckoned 
a.mongft  the  greateft  patterns  that  France 
has  afforded  in  this  age. 

But  while  fome  have  nourifhed  infideli- 
ty, and  a  fcorn  of  all  facred  things,  by 
writing  of  thole  good  men  in  liich  a  Itrain, 
as  makes  not  only  what  is  Ib  related  to  be 
disbelieved,  but  creates  a  diftruit  of  the 
authentical  writings  of  our  rnoft  holy  faith  ; 
others  have  fallen  into  another  extreme  in 
•writing  lives  too  jejunely,  fwelling  them 
up  with  trilling  accounts  of  the  childhood 
and  education,  and  the  domeitic  or  private 
uttairs  of  thofe  perfons  of  whom  they  write, 
in  which  the  world  is  little  concerned  :  by 
thefe  they  become  fo  flat,  that  few  care  to 
read  them,  for  certainly  thole  tranlaftions 
are  only  fit  to  be  delivered  to  poiterity, 
that  may  carry  with  them  ibme  uieful 
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of  knowledge  to  after-times. 


I  have  now  an  argument  before  me, 
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which  will  afford  indeed  only  a  fhort  hifto- 
ry,  but  will  contain  in  it  as  great  a  cha- 
racter, as  perhaps  can  be  given  of  any  in 
this  age  ;  lince  there  are  few  inftances  of 
more  knowledge  and  greater  virtues  meet- 
ing in  one  perlon.  I  am  upon  one  account 
(beiide  many  more)  unfit  to  undertake  it, 
becaule  I  was  not  at  all  known  to  him,  fo 
I  can  fay  nothing  from  my  own  obferva- 
tion  ;  but  upon  iecond  thoughts  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  may  not  qualify  me  to 
write  more  impartially,  though   perhaps 
more  defectively ;  for  the  knowledge  of 
extraordinary  perfons  does  moft  common- 
ly bias  thole,  who  were  much  wrought  on 
by  the  tendernefs  of  their  friendihip,  for 
them,  to  raife  their  ftile  a  little  too  high 
when  they  write  concerning  them  :  I  con- 
fefs  I  knew  him  as  much  as  the  looking 
often  upon  him  could  amount  to.     The 
laft  year  of  his  being  in  London,  he  came 
always  on  Sundays,  (when  he  could  go  a- 
broad)  to  the  chapel  of  the  Rolls,  where 
I  then  preached  :  In  my  life  I  never  law 
fo  much  gravity  tempered  with  that  fweet- 
*  nets,  and  let  off  fo  much  vivacity  as  ap- 
peared in  his  looks  and  behaviour,  which 
clifpoled  me  to  a  veneration  for  him,  which 
I  never  had  for  any,  with  whom  I  was  not 
acquainted  :  I  was  feeking  an  opportunity 
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of  being  admitted  to  his  coiwerfation  ;  but 
I  underftood  that  between  a  great  want  of 
health,  and  a  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  which 
his  employment  brought  upon  him,  he  was 
matter  of  fo  little  of  his  time,  that  I  ftood 
in  doubt  whether  I  might  prefume  to  rob 
him  of  any  of  it,  and  ib  he  left  the  town, 
before  I  could  refolve  on  deiiring  to  be 
known  to  him. 

My  ignorance  of  the  law  of  England, 
made  me  alfo  unfit  to  write  of  a  man,  a 
great  part  of  whofe  character,  as  to  his 
learning,  is  to  be  taken  from  his  fkill  in 
the  common  law,  and  his  performances  in 
that.  But  I  fliall  leave  that  to  thole  of 
the  fame  robe  :  Since  if  I  engaged  much 
in  it,  I  muft  needs  commit  many  errors, 
writing  of  ti  fubjedl  that  is  foreign  to  me. 

The  occafion  of  my  undertaking  this, 
was  given  me  firft  by  the  earneft  defires  of 
fome  that  have  great  power  over  me,  who 
having  been  much  obliged  by  him,  and 
holding  his  memory  in  high  eftimation, 
thought  I  might  do  it  fome  right  by  writ- 
ing his  life  ;  I  was  then  engaged  in  the 
hiltory  of  the  Reformation,  to  I  promifed  * 
that  as  foon  as  that  was  over,  I  ihould 
make  the  beft  ufe  I  could  of  ftich  infor- 
mations and  memorials  as  fhould  be  brought 
me. 
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This  I  have  now  performed  in  the  beft 
manner  I  could,  and  have  brought  into 
method  all  the  parcels  of  his  life,  or  the 
branches  of  his  character,  which  I  could 
either  gather  from  the  informations  that 
were  familiarly  acquainted  with  him,  or 
from  his  writings  :  I  have  not  applied  any 
of  the  falfe  colours  with  which  art,  or  fome 
forced  eloquence  might  furnifh  me  in  writ- 
ing  concerning  him  ;  but  have  endeavour- 
ed to  fet  him  out  in  the  fame  fimplicity 
in  which  he  lived  :  I  have  faid  little  of 
his  doineftic  concerns,  fince  though  in 
thefe  he  was  a  great  example,  yet  it  iigni- 
fies  nothing  to  the  world  to  know  any  par- 
ticular exercifes,  that  might  be  given  to 
his  patience  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  draw 
a  vail  over  ail  thefe,  and  fhall  avoid  fay- 
ing any  thing  of  him,  but  what  may  afford 
the  reader  fome  profitable  inftrudtion  :  I 
am  under  no  temptations  of  faying  any 
thing  but  what  I  am  perfuaded  is  exadlly 
true,  for  where  there  is  fo  much  excellent 
truth  to  be  told  it  were  an  inexcufable  fault 
to  corrupt  that,  or  prejudice  the  reader  a- 
•gainft  it  by  the  mixture  of  fallehoods  with 
it. 

In  fhort  as  he  was  a  great  example  while 
he  lived,  fo  I  wifli  the  letting  him  thus  out 
to  pofterity,  in  his  own  true  and  native  co- 
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lours,  may  have  its  clue  influence  on  all 
perfons  ;  but  more  particularly  on  thofe 
of  that  profeffion,  whom  it  more  immedi- 
ately concerns,  whether  on  the  bench  or 
at  the  bar. 


THE 

LIFE  AND  DEATH 

OF 

MATTHEW  HALE,  Kt, 

LATE 

CHIEF  JUSTICE 

OF 


MATTHEW  HALE  was  born  at  Alderly  ia 
GlocefteHhire,  the  firft  of  November,  1609. 
His  grandfather  was  Robert  Hale,  an  eminent 
clothier  in  Wotton-under-edge,  ia  that  country, 
where  he  and  his  anceftors  had  lived  for  many 
defcents ;  and  they  had  given  feveral  parcels  of 
land  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  which  are  enjoyed  by 
them  to  this  day.  This  Robert  acquired  an  eftate 
of  ten  thoufand  pound,  which  he  divided  almoft 
equally  amongft  his  five  fons,  befides  the  portions 
he  gave  his  daughters,  from  whom  a  numerous 
pofterity  has  fprung.  His  fecond  fon  was  Robert 
Hale,  a  barrifter  of  Lincolns-Inn ;  he  married 
Joan,  the  daughter  of  Matthew  Poyntz,  of  Alderly 
efquire,  who  was  defcended  from  that  noble  fa- 
mily of  the  Poyntz's  of  Acton  :  Of  this  marriage 
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there  was  no  other  iflue  but  this  one  fon.     His 
grandfather  by  his  mother  was  his  godfather,  and 
gave  him  his  own  name  at  his  baptifm.     His  fa- 
ther was  a  man  of  that  ftridtnefs  of  conference, 
that  he  gave  over  the  practife  of  the  law,  becaufe 
he  could  not  underftand  the  reafon  of  giving  co- 
lour in  pleadings,  which  as  he  thought  was  to  tell 
a  lie  j  and  that,  with  fome  other  things  common- 
ly pra&ifed,  feemed  to  him  contrary  to  that  ex- 
aftnefs  of  truth  and  juftice  which  became  a  Chrif- 
tian  ;  fo  that  he  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  Inns 
of  court,  to  live  on  his  eftate  in  the  country.     Of 
this  I  was  informed  by  an  ancient  gentleman,  that 
lived  in  a  friendfhip  with  his  fon  for  fifty  years, 
and  he  heard  judge  Jones,  that  was  Mr.  Hales's 
contemporary,  declare  this  in  the  kings-bench. 
But  as  the  care  he  had  to  fave  his  foul,  made  him 
abandon  a  profeflion  in  which  he  might  have  raif- 
ed  his  family  much  higher ;  fo  his  chanty  to  his 
poor  neighbours,  made  him  not  only  deal  his  alms 
largely  among  them  while  he  lived,  but  at  his 
death  he  left  (out  of  his  fmall  eftate,  which  was 
but  100  /.  a  year)  20  /.  a  year  to  the  poor  of  Wot- 
ton,  which  his  fon  confirmed  to  them  with  fome 
addition,  and  with  this  regulation,  that  it  fhould 
be  diftributed  among  fuch  poor  houfe-keepers  as 
did  not  receive  the  alms  of  the  parifh  ;  for  to  give 
it  to  thofe,  was  only  as  he  ufed  to  fay,  to  fave  fo 
much  money  to  the  rich,  who  by  law  were  bound 
to  relieve  the  poor  of  the  parim. 

Thus  he  was  defcended  rather  from  a  good 
than  a  noble  family,  and  yet  what  was  wanting  in 
the  infignificant  titles  of  high  birth,  and  noble 
blood,  was  more  than  made  up  in  the  true  worth 
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of  his  anceftors.  But  he  was  foon  deprived  of  the 
happinefs  of  his  father's  care  and  inftruclion,  for 
as  he  loft  his  mother  before  he  was  three  years 
old,  fo  his  father  died  before  he  was  five ;  fo  ear- 
ly was  he  caft  on  the  providence  of  God.  But 
that  unhappinefs  was  in  a  great  meafure  made  up 
to  him  :  For  after  fome  oppofition  made  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Poyntz,  his  uncle  by  his  mother,  he  was 
committed  to  the  care  of  Anthony  Kingfcot,  of 
Kingfcot  efquire,  who  was  his  next  kinfman,  after 
his  uncles,  by  his  mother. 

Great  care  was  taken  of  his  education,  and  his 
guardian  intended  to  breed  him  to  be  a  divine ; 
and  being  inclined  to  the  way  of  thofe  then  called 
Puritans,  put  him  to  fome  fchools  that  were  taught 
by  thofe  of  that  party,  and  in  the  17th  year  of  his 
age,  fent  him  to  Magdalen-hall  in  Oxford,  where 
Obadiah  Sedgwick  was  his  tutor.  He  was  an  ex- 
traordinary proficient  at  fchool,  and  for  fome  time 
at  Oxford.  But  the  ftage- players  coming  thither, 
he  was  fo  much  corrupted  by  feeing  many  plays, 
that  he  almoft  wholly  forfook  his  ftudies.  By  this 
he  not  only  loft  much  time,  but  found  that  his 
head  came  to  be  thereby  filled  with  fuch  vain 
images  of  things,  that  they  were  at  beft  improfi- 
table,  if  not  hurtful  to  him  ;  and  being  afterwards 
fenfible  of  the  mifchief  of  this,  he  refolved  upon 
his  coming  to  London,  (where  he  knew  the  op- 
•portunities  of  fuch  fights  would  be  more  frequent 
and  inviting)  never  to  fee  a  play  again,  to  which 
he  conftantly  adhered. 

The  corruption  of  a  young  man's  mind  in  one 

particular,  generally  draws  on  a  great  many  more 

.  after  it,  fo  he  being  now  taken  off  from  following 
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hisftudies,  and  from  the  gravity  of  his  deportment, 
that  was  formerly  eminent  in  him,  far  beyond  his 
years,  fet  himfelf  to  many  of  the  vanities  incident 
to  youth,  but  ftill  preferved  his  purity,  and  a  great 
probity  of  mind.  He  loved  fine  cloaths,  and  de- 
lighted much  in  company  ;  and  being  of  a  ftrong 
robuft  body,  he  was  a  great  mafter  at  all  thofe  ex- 
ercifes  that  required  much  flrength.  He  alfo 
learned  to  fence,  and  handle  his  weapons,  in  which 
he  became  fo  expert,  that  he  worded  many  of  the 
matters  of  thofe  arts :  but  as  he  was  exercifmg 
himfelf  in  them,  an  inftance  appeared  that  (hewed 
a  good  judgment,  and  gave  fome  hopes  of  better 
things.  One  of  his  maflers  told  him  he  could 
teach  him  no  more,  for  he  was  now  better  at  his 
own  trade  than  himfelf  was.  This  Mr.  Hale  look- 
ed on  as  flattery  ;  fo  to  make  the  mafter  difcover 
hmfelf,  he  promifed  him  the  houfe  he  lived  in, 
for  he  was  his  tenant,  if  he  could  hit  him  a  blow 
on  the  head,  and  bade  him  do  his  bed,  for  he  would 
be  as  good  as  his  word :  fo  after  a  little  engage- 
ment, his  mafter  being  really  fuperior  to  him,  hit 
him  on  the  head,  and  he  performed  his  promife, 
for  he  gave  him  the  houfe  freely  ;  and  was  not 
unwilling  at  that  rate  to  learn  fo  early,  to  diftin- 
guifli  flattery  from  plain  and  fimple  truth. 

He  was  now  fo  taken  up  with  martial  matters, 
that  inftead  of  going  on  in  his  defign  of  being  a 
fcholar,  or  a  divine,  he  refolved  to  be  a  foldier  r 
and  his  tutor  Sedgwick  going  into  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, chaplain  to  the  renowned  lord  Vere,  he  re- 
folved to  go  along  with  him,  and  to  trail  a  pike  in 
the  Prince  of  Orange's  army ;  but  a  happy  ftop 
was  put  to  this  resolution,  which  might  have 
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proved  fo  fatal  to  himfelf,  and  have  deprived  the 
age  of  the  great  example  he  gave,  and  the  ufeful 
fervices  he  afterwards  did  his  country.  He  was 
engaged  in  a  fuit  of  law  with  Sir  Will.  Whitmore, 
who  laid  claim  to  fome  part  of  his  eftate,  ancl  his 
guardian  being  a  man  of  a  retired  temper,  and  not 
made  for  bufmefs,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the 
univerfity,  after  he  had  been  three  years  in  it, 
and  go  to  London  to  folicite  his  own  bufmefs. 
Being  recommended  to  ferjeant  Glanvill  for  his 
counfellor,  and  he  obferving  in  him  a  clear  appre- 
henfion  of  things,  and  a  folid  judgment,  and  a 
great  fitnefs  for  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  took  pains 
upon  him  to  perfuade  him  to  forfake  his  thoughts 
of  being  a  foldier,  and  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  ftudy 
of  the  law :  and  this  had  fo  good  an  effect  on 
him,  that  on  the  8th  of  Novemb.  1629.  when  he 
was  pail  the  2Oth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  admitted 
into  Lincolns-Inn  :  and  being  then  deeply  fenfible 
how  much  time  he  had  loft,  and  that  idle  and  vain 
things  had  over-run  and  almoft  corrupted  his 
mind,  he  refolved  to  redeem  the  time  he  had  loft, 
and  followed  his  ftudies  with  a  diligence  that  could 
fcarce  be  believed,  if  the  fignal  eifecls  of  it  did 
not  gain  it  credit.  He  ftudied  for  many  years  at 
the  rate  of  1 6  hours  a  day :  he  threw  afide  all 
fine  clothes,  and  betook  himfelf  to  a  plain  fafhion, 

B  which  he  continued  to  ufe  in  many  points  to  his 

"  dying  day. 

But  fince  the  honour  of  reclaiming  him  from 
the  idlenefs  of  his  former  courfe  of  life,  is  due  to 
the  memory  of  that  eminent  lawyer  ferj.  Glanvill, 
and  fince  my  defign  in  writing  is  to  propofe  a  pat- 
tern  of  heroic  virtue  to  the  world,  I  fliall  mention 
B  2 
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one  paffage  of  the  ferjeant  which  out  never  to  be 
forgotten.  His  father  had  a  fair  eftate,  which  he 
intended  to  fettle  on  his  elder  brother,  but  he  be- 
ing a  vicious  young  man,  and  there  appearing  no 
hopes  of  his  recovery,  he  fettled  it  on  him,  that 
was  his  fecond  fon.  Upon  his  death,  his  eldeft 
fon  rinding  that  what  he  had  before  looked  on, 
as  the  threatnings  of  an  angry  father,  was  now  but 
too  certain,  became  melancholy,  and  that  by 
degrees  wrought  fo  great  a  change  on  him,  that 
what  his  father  could  not  prevail  in  while  he  lived, 
was  now  effected  by  the  feverity  of  his  lad  will,  fo 
that  it  was  now  too  late  for  him  to  change  in 
hopes  of  an  eitate  that  was  gone  from  him.  But 
his  brother  obferving  the  reality  of  the  change, 
reiblved  within  himfelf  what  to  do  :  fo  he  called 
him,  with  many  of  his  friends  together  to  a  feaft, 
and  after  other  dimes  had  been  ferved  up  to  the 
dinner,  he  ordered  one  that  was  covered  to  be 
fet  before  his  brother,  and  defired  him  to  uncover 
it ;  which  he  doing,  the  company  was  furprized 
to  find  it  full  of  writings.  So  he  told  them  that 
he  was  now  to  do,  what  he  was  fure  his  father 
would  have  done,  if  he  had  lived  to  fee  that  happy 
change,  which  they  now  all  faw  in  his  brother : 
and  therefore  he  freely  reflored  to  him  the  whole 
eftate.  This  is  fo  great  an  inftance  of  a  generous 
and  juft  difpofition,  that  I  hope  the  reader  will 
eafily  pardon  this  digreilion,  and  that  the  rather,' 
fince  that  worthy  ferjeant  was  fo  inflrumental  in 
the  happy  change  that  followed  in  the  courfe  of 
Mr  Kale's  life. 

Yet  he  did  not  at  firfl:  break  off  from  keeping 
too  much  company  with  fome  vain  people,  till  a 
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fad  accident  drove  him  from  it ;  for  he  with  fome 
other  young  ftudents,  being  invited  to  be  merry 
out  of  town,  one  of  the  company  called  for  fo 
much  wine,  that  notwithstanding  all  that  Mr 
Hale  could  do  to  prevent  it,  he  went  on  in  his 
excefs  till  he  fell  down  as  dead  before  them,  fo 
that  all  that  were  prefent,  were  not  a  little 
affrighted  at  it,  who  did  what  they  could  to  bring 
him  to  himfelf  again  :  This  did  particularly  affecl: 
Mr  Hale,  who  thereupon  went  into  another  room, 
and  fhutting  the  door,  fell  on  his  knees,  and  prayed 
earneflly  to  God,  both  for  his  friend,  that  he 
might  be  reftored  to  life  again ;  and  that  himfelf 
might  be  forgiven  for  giving  fuch  countenance  to 
fo  much  excefs :  and  he  vowed  to  God,  that  he 
would  never  again  keep  company  in  that  manner, 
nor  drink  a  health  while  he  lived  :  his  friend  re- 
covered, and  he  mod  religioufly  obferved  his  vow, 
till  his  dying  day.  And  though  he  was  afterwards 
preft  to  drink  healths,  particularly  the  king's, 
which  was  fet  up  by  too  many  as  a  diftinguifhing 
mark  of  loyalty,  and  drew  many  into  great  excefs 
after  his  majefty's  happy  reftoration ;  but  he 
would  never  difpenfe  with  his  vow,  though  he  was 
fometimes  roughly  treated  for  this,  which  fome 
hot  and  indifcreet  men  called  obftinacy. 

This  wrought  an  entire  change  on  him  :  now 
{ie  forfook  all  vain  company,  and  divided  himfelf 
between  the  duties  of  religion,  and  the  fludies  of 
his  profeilion  :  in  the  former  he  was  fo  regular, 
that  for  fix  and  thirty  years  time,  he  never  once 
failed  going  to  church  on  the  Lord's  day ;  this 
obfervation  he  made  when  an  ague  firft  interrupted 
that  conflant  courfe,  and  he  reflected  on  it,  as  an 

B  3 
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acknowledgement  of  God's  great  goodnefs  to  him, 
in  fo  long  a  continuance  of  his  health. 

He  took  a  flricl  account  of  his  time,  of  which 
the  reader  will  bed  judge,  by  the  fcheme  he  drew 
for  a  diary  which  I  mail  infert  copied  from  the 
original,  but  I  am  not  certain  when  he  made  it ; 
it  is  fet  down  in  the  fame  fimplicity  in  which  he 
writ  it  for  his  own  private  ufe. 

MORNING. 

I.  To  lift  up  the  heart  to  God  in  thankfulnefs 
for  renewing  my  life. 

II.  To  renew  my  covenant  with  God  in  Chrifl. 
1.  By  renewing  acls  of  faith  receiving  Chrift, 
and  rejoicing  in  the  height  of  that  relation. 
'2.  Reiolution  of  being  one  of  his  people  doing 
him  allegiance. 

III.  Adoration  and  prayer. 

IV.  Setting  a  watch  over  my  own  infirmities  and 
paffions,    over  the    mares   laid   in    our   way. 
Perimus  licitis^ 

Day  Employment. 

There  muft  be  an  employment,  two  kinds. 

I.  Our  ordinary  calling,  to  ferve  God  in  it.     //  is 
aferince  to  Chrift  though  never  fo  mean^  Colof. 
3.     Here  faithfulnefs,  diligence,  chearfulnefs. 
Not  to  overlay  myfelf  with  more  bufinefs  than 
I  can  bear. 

II.  Our   fpiritual   employments :    Mingle   fome- 
what  of  God's  immediate  fervice  in  this  day. 
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Refrejhments. 

I.  Meat   and  drink,   moderation  feafoned    with 
fomewhat  of  God. 

II.  Recreation.     1.  Not  our  bufmefs.     2.  Suita- 
ble.    No  games,  if  given  to  covetoufnefs  or 

paflioa. 

If  alone. 

I.  Beware  of  wandering  vain  luftful  thoughts; 
fly  from  thyfelf  rather  than  entertain  thefe. 

II.  Let  thy  folitary  thoughts  be  profitable,  view 
the  evidences  of  thy  falvation,  the  flate  of  thy 
foul,  the  coming  of  Chrift,  thy  own  mortality, 
it  will  make  thee  humble  and  watchful. 

Company. 

Do  good  to  them.  Ufe  God's  name  reverently. 
Beware  of  leaving  an  ill  impreffion  of  ill  exam- 
ple. Receive  good  from  them,  if  more  know- 
ing. 

Evening. 

Caft  up  the  accounts  of  the  day.  If  ought  amifs, 
beg  pardon.  Gather  refolution  of  more  vigi- 
lance. If  well,  blefs  the  mercy  and  grace  of 
God  that  hath  fupported  thee. 

Thefe  notes  have  an  imperfection  in  the  word- 
ing of  them,  which  fhews  they  were  only  intended 
for  his  privacies.  No  wonder  a  man  who  fet 
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fuch  rules  to  himfelf,  became  quickly  very  emi- 
nent and  remarkable. 

Noy  the  Attorney  General,  being  then  one  of 
the  greateft  men  of  the  profeflion,  took  early  no- 
tice of  him,  and  called  often  for  him,  and  directed 
him  in  his  ftudy,  and  grew  to  have  fuch  friendfhip 
for  him,  that  he  came  to  be  called  young  Noy. 
He  palling  from  the  extreme  of  vanity  in  his  ap- 
parel, to  that  of  neglecting  himfelf  too  much,  was 
once  taken  when  there  was  a  prefs  for  the  king's 
fervice,  as  a  fit  perfon  for  it ;  for  he  was  a  ftrong 
and  well-built  man :  But  fome  that  knew  him 
coming  by,  and  giving  notice  who  he  was,  the 
prefs-men  let  him  go.  This  made  him  return  to 
more  decency  in  his  clothes,  but  never  to  any  fu- 
perfluity  or  vanity  in  them. 

Once  as  he  was  buying  fome  cloth  for  a  new 
fuit,  the  draper  with  whom  he  differed  about  the 
price,  told  him  he  fhould  have  it  for  nothing,  if  he 
would  promife  him  an  hundred  pounds  when  he 
came  to  be  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England ;  to 
which  he  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  with  a  good 
confcience  wear  any  man's  cloth,  unlefs  he  paid 
for  it ;  fo  he  fatisfied  the  draper,  and  carried  away 
the  cloth.  Yet  that  fame  draper  lived  to  fee  him 
advanced  to  that  fame  dignity. 

While  he  was  thus  improving  himfelf  in  the 
fludy  of  the  law,  he  not  only  kept  the  hours  of 
the  Hall  conflantly  in  term-time,  but  feldom  put 
himfelf  out  of  commons  in  vacation-time,  and  con- 
tinued then  to  follow  his  ftudies  with  an  unwea- 
ried diligence,  and  not  being  fatisfied  with  the 
books  writ  about  it,  or  to  take  things  upon  truft, 
was  very  diligent  in  fearching  all  records  :  Then 
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did  he  make  divers  collections  out  of  the  books 
he  had  read,  and  mixing  them  with  his  own  ob- 
fervations,  digefted  them  into  a  common-place 
book ;  which  he  did  with  fo  much  induftry  and 
judgment,  that  an  eminent  Judge  of  the  king's- 
bench,  borrowed  it  of  him  when  he  was  Lord 
Chief  Baron  :  He  unwillingly  lent  it,  becaufe  it 
had  been  writ  by  him  before  he  was  called  to  the 
bar,  and  had  never  been  thoroughly  revifed  by 
him  fmce  that  time,  only  what  alterations  had 
been  made  in  the  law  by  fubfequent  ftatutes  and 
judgments,  were  added  by  him  as  they  had  hap- 
pened :  But  the  Judge  having  perufed  it,  faid, 
that  though  it  was  compofed  by  him  fo  early,  he 
did  not  think  any  lawyer  in  England  could  do  it 
better,  except  he  himfelf  would  again  fet  about  it. 

He  was  foon  found  out  by  that  great  and  learn- 
ed Antiquary  Mr.  Selden,  who  though  much  fu- 
perior  to  him  in  years,  yet  came  to  have  fuch  a 
liking  of  him,  and  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  was  af- 
terwards Lord  Chief  Juflice  of  the  common-pleas, 
that  as  he  continued  in  a  clofe  friendfhip  with 
them  while  he  lived,  fo  he  left  them  at  his  death 
two  of  his  four  executors. 

It  was  this  acquaintance  that  firft  fet  Mr.  Hale 
on  a  more  enlarged  purfuit  of  learning,  which  he 
had  before  confined  to  his  own  profeflion,  but 
becoming  as  great  a  mailer  in  it,  as  ever  any  was, 
very  foon ;  he  who  could  never  let  any  of  his 
time  go  away  unprofitably,  found  leifure  to  attain 
to  as  great  a  variety  of  knowledge,  in  as  compre- 
henfive  a  manner,  as  moft  men  have  done  in  any 
age. 

He  fet  himfelf  much  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Roman 
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law,  and  though  he  liked  the  way  of  judicature  in 
England  by  Juries,  much  better  than  that  of  the 
civil  law,  where  fo  much  was  trufled  to  the 
Judge ;  yet  he  often  faid,  that  the  true  grounds 
and  reafons  of  law  were  fo  well  delivered  in  the 
Digefts,  that  a  man  could  never  underfland  law 
as  a  fcience  fo  well,  as  by  feeking  it  there,  and 
therefore  lamented  much  that  it  was  fo  little  flu- 
died  in  England. 

He  looked  on  readinefs  in  arithmetic,  as  a  thing 
which  might  be  ufeful  to  him  in  his  own  employ- 
ment, and  acquired  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
would  often  on  the  fudden,  and  afterwards  on  the 
bench  refolve  very  hard  queftions,  which  had 
puzzled  the  bed  accountants  about  town.  He 
retted  not  here,  but  ftudied  the  Algebra,  both 
Speciofa  and  Numerofa,  and  went  through  all  the 
other  mathematical  fciences,  and  made  a  great 
collection  of  very  excellent  inftruments,  fparing 
no  coft  to  have  them  as  exacl:  as  art  could  make 
them.  He  was  alfo  very  converfant  in  philofo- 
phical  learning,  and  in  all  the  curious  experiments, 
and  rare  difcoveries  of  this  age  :  And  had  the 
new  books  written  on  thofe  fubjedts  fent  him  from 
all  parts,  which  he  both  read  and  examined  fo 
critically,  that  if  the  principles  and  hypothefes 
which  he  took  firft  up,  did  any  way  prepoflefs 
him,  yet  thofe  who  have  differed  mofl  from  him, 
have  acknowledged,  that  in  what  he  has  writ  con- 
cerning the  Torricellian  experiment,  and  of  the 
rarefaction  and  condenfation  of  the  air,  he  fhews 
as  great  an  exadlnefs,  and  as  much  fubtilty  in  the 
reafoning  he  builds  on  them,  as  thefe  principles  to 
which  he  adhered  could  bear.  But  indeed  it  will 
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feem  fcarce  credible,  that  a  man  fo  much  employ- 
ed, and  of  fo  fevere  a  temper  of  mind,  could  find 
Jeifure  to  read,  obferve  and  write  fo  much  of 
thefe  fubjects  as  he  did.  He  called  them  his  di- 
verflons,  for  he  often  faid  when  he  was  weary 
with  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  or  divinity,  he  ufed  to 
recreate  himfelf  with  philofophy  or  the  mathema- 
tics; To  thefe  he  added  great  (kill  in  phyfic, 
anatomy  and  chirurgery :  And  he  ufed  to  fay 
"  no  man  could  be  abfolutely  a  mader  in  any 
profeflion,  without  having  fome  (kill  in  other  fci- 
ences ;"  for  befides  the  fatisfaction  he  had  in  the 
knowledge  of  thefe  things,  he  made  ufe  of  them 
often  in  his  employment.  In  fome  examinations 
he  would  put  fuch  quedions  to  Phyficians  or  Chi- 
rurgeons,  that  they  have  profefled  the  college  of 
Phyficians  could  not  do  it  more  exactly  ;  by 
which  he  difcovered  great  judgment,  as  well  as 
much  knowledge  in  thefe  things  :  And  in  his  fick- 
nefs  he  ufed  to  argue  with  his  doctors  about  his 
diftempers,  and  the  methods  they  took  with  them, 
like  one  of  their  own  profeflion ;  which  one  of 
them  told  me  he  underdood,  as  far  as  fpeculation 
without  practice  could  carry  him. 

To  this  he  added  great  fearches  into  Ancient 
Hiftory,  and  particularly  into  the  roughed  and 
lead  delightful  part  of  it,  Chronology.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  ancient  Greek  philofo- 
phers,  but  want  of  occadon  to  ufe  it,  wore  out  his 
Knowledge  of  the  Greek  tongue  ;  yet  by  his  great 
converfation  with  Selden,  he  underdood  the  mod 
curious  things  in  the  Rabbinical  learning. 

But  above  all  thefe,  he  feemed  to  have  made 
the  dudy  of  divinity  the  chief  of  all  others,  to 
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which  he  not  only  directed  every  thing  elfe,  but 
alfo  arrived  at  that  pitch  in  it,  that  thofe  who 
have  read,  what  he  has  written  on  thefe  fubjedts, 
will  think,  they  mull  have  had  mod  of  his  time  and 
thoughts.  It  may  feem  extravagant,  and  almoft 
incredible,  that  one  man  in  no  great  compafs  of 
years,  mould  have  acquired  fuch  a  variety  of 
knowledge  ;  and  that  in  fciences  that  require  much 
leifure  and  application.  But  as  his  parts  were 
quick,  and  his  apprehenfions  lively,  his  memory 
great,  and  his  judgment  ftrong ;  fo  his  induflry 
almoft  indefatigable.  He  rofe  always  betimes  in 
the  morning,  was  never  idle,  fcarce  ever  held  any 
difcourfe  about  news,  except  with  fome  few  in 
whom  he  confided  entirely.  He  entered  into  no 
correfpondence  by  letters,  except  about  neceiTary 
bufmefs,  or  matters  of  learning,  and  fpent  very 
little  time  in  eating  or  drinking  ;  for  as  he  never 
went  to  public  feafts,  fo  he  gave  no  entertainments 
but  to  the  poor  ;  for  he  followed  our  Saviour's 
direction  (of  feafling  none  but  thefe)  literally : 
And  in  eating  and  drinking,  he  obferved  not  only 
great  plainnefs  and  moderation,  but  lived  fo  phi- 
lofophically,  that  he  always  ended  his  meal  with 
an  appetite  :  fo  that  he  loft  little  time  at  it ;  (that 
being  the  only  portion  which  he  grudged  himfelf) 
and  was  difpofed  to  any  exercife  of  his  mind,  to 
which  he  thought  fit  to  apply  himfelf  after  he 
had  dined  :  by  thefe  means  he  gained  much  time, 
that  is  otherwife  unprofitably  wafted. 

He  had  alfo  an  admirable  equality  in  the  tem- 
per of  his  mind,  which  difpofed  him  for  whatever 
itudies  he  thought  fit  to  turn  himfelf  to  ;  and 
fome  very  uneafy  things  which  he  lay  under  for 
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many  years,  did  rather  engage  him  to,  than  dif- 
traft  him  from  his  (tudies. 

When  he  was  called  to  the  bar,  and  began  to 
make  a  figure  in  the  world,  the  late  unhappy 
wars  broke  out,  in  which  it  was  no  eafy  thing, 
for  a  man  to  preferve  his  integrity,  and  to  live  fe~ 
curely,  free  from  great  danger  and  trouble.  He 
had  read  the  Life  of  Pomponius  Atticus,  writ  by 
Nepos,  and  having  obferved,  that  he  had  pafled 
through  a  time  of  as  much  diftraclion,  as  ever 
was  in  any  age  or  ftate,  from  the  wars  of  Marius 
and  Scilla,  to  the  beginnings  of  Auguftus'  reign, 
without  the  lead  blemifh  on  his  reputation,  and 
free  from  any  confiderable  danger,  being  held  in 
great  efteem  by  all  parties,  and  courted  and  fa- 
voured by  them  :  he  fet  him  as  a  pattern  to  him- 
felf,  and  obferving  that  befides  thofe  virtues  which 
are  neceflary  to  all  men,  and  at  all  times,  there 
were  two  things  that  chiefly  preferred  Atticus ; 
the  one  was,  "  his  engaging  in  no  faction,  and 
meddling  in  no  public  bufmefs  ;"  the  other  was, 
"  his  conftant  favouring  and  relieving  thofe  that 
were  lowefl,"  which  was  afcribed  by  fuch  as  pre- 
vailed to  the  generofity  of  his  temper,  and  pro- 
cured him  much  kindnefs  from  thofe  on  whom 
he  had  exercifed  his  bounty,  when  it  came  to 
their  turn  to  govern  :  he  refolved  to  guide  himfelf 
by  thofe  rules  as  much  as  was  poffible  for  him 
lo.do. 

He  not  only  avoided  all  public  employment, 
but  the  very  talking  of  news,  and  was  always  both 
favourable  and  charitable  to  thofe  who  were  de- 
preflfed,  and  was  fure  never  to  provoke  any  in 
particular,  by  cenfuring  or  reflecting  on  their  ac- 
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tions ;  for  many  that  have  converfed  much  with 
him,  have  told  me  they  never  heard  him  once 
fpeak  ill  of  any  perfon. 

He  was  employed  in  his  pra&ice  by  all  the 
king's  party  :  he  was  afligned  counfel  to  the  Earl 
of  Straffbrd,  and  Arch-bifhop  Laud,  and  after- 
wards to  the  blefled  King  himfelf,  when  brought 
to  the  infamous  pageantry  of  a  mock-trial,  and 
offered  to  plead  for  him  with  all  the  courage  that 
fo  glorious  a  caufe  ought  to  have  infpired  him 
•with,  but  was  not  fuffered  to  appear,  becaufe  the 
king  refufing,  as  he  had  good  reafon,  to  fubmit  to 
the  court,  it  was  pretended  none  could  be  admit- 
ted to  fpeak  for  him.  He  was  alfo  counfel  for 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  the  Earl  of  Holland,  and 
the  Lord  Capel :  his  plea  for  the  former  of  thefe 
I  have  publifhed  in  the  memoirs  of  that  Duke's 
life.  Afterwards  alfo  being  counfel  for  the  Lord 
Craven,  he  pleaded  with  that  force  of  argument, 
that  the  then  attorney-general  threatened  him  for 
appearing  againft  the  government,  to  whom  he 
anfwered,  "  He  was  pleading  in  defence  of  thofe 
laws,  which  they  declared  they  would  maintain 
and  preferve,  and  he  was  doing  his  duty  to  his 
client,  fo  that  he  was  not  to  be  daunted  with 
threatenings." 

Upon  all  thefe  occafions  he  had  difcharged  him- 
felf with  fo  much  learning,  fidelity,  and  courage, 
that  he  came  to  be  generally  employed  for  all  that 
party  :  nor  was  he  fatisfied  to  appear  for  their  jufl 
defence  in  the  way  of  his  profeilion,  but  he  alfo 
relieved  them  often  in  their  neceflities,  which  he 
did  in  a  way  that  was  no  lefs  prudent  than  chari- 
table, confidering  the  dangers  of  that  time :  for 
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he  did  often  depofit  confiderable  fums  in  the  hands 
of  a  worthy  gentleman  of  the  king's  party,  who 
knew  their  neceffities  well,  and  was  to  diitribute 
his  charity  according  to  his  own  difcretion,  with- 
out either  letting  them  know  from  whence  it 
came,  or  giving  himfelf  any  account  to  whom  he 
had  given  it. 

Cromwell  feeing  him  poffeifed  of  fo  much  prac- 
tice, and  he  being  one  of  the  moil  eminent  men 
of  the  law,  who  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  doing  his 
duty  in  thofe  critical  times,  refolved  to  take  him 
off  from  it,  and  raife  him  to  the  bench. 

Mr.  Hale  faw  well  enough  the  fnare  laid  for 
him,  and  though  he  did  not  much  confider  the 
prejudice  it  would  be  to  himfelf,  to  exchange  the 
eafy  and  fafer  profits  he  had  by  his  practice,  for 
a  Judge's  place  in  the  Common-Pleas,  which  he 
was  required  to  accept  of;  yet  he  did  deliberate 
more  on  the  lawfulnefs  of  taking  a  commiilion 
from  ufurpers  ;  but  having  confidered  of  this,  he 
came  to  be  of  opinion,  cc  that  it  being  abfolutely 
neceiTary  to  have  juftice  and  property  kept  up  at 
all  times,  it  was  no  fin  to  take  a  commiffion  from 
ufurpers,  if  he  made  no  declaration  of  his  acknow- 
ledging their  authority,"  which  he  never  did : 
he  was  much  urged  to  accept  of  it  by  fome  emi- 
nent men  of  his  own  profeiiion,  who  were  of  the 
king's  party,  as  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman,  and  Sir 
Geoffery  Palmer  ;  and  was  alib  fatisfied  concern- 
ing the  lawfulnefs  of  it,  by  the  refolution  of  fome 
famous  divines,  in  particular  Dr.  Sheldon,  and 
Dr.  Henchman,  who  were  afterwards  promoted 
to  the  fees  of  Canterbury  and  London. 

To  thefe  were  added  the  importunities  of  all 
C  2 
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his  friends,  who  thought  that  in  a  time  of  fo  much 
danger  and  oppreflion,  it  might  be  no  fmall  fecu- 
rity  to  the  nation,  to  have  a  man  of  his  integrity 
and  abilities  on  the  bench  :  and  the  ufurpers  them- 
ielves  held  him  in  that  eflimation,  that  they  were 
glad  to  have  him  give  a  countenance  to  their 
courts,  and  by  promoting  one  that  was  known  to 
have  different  principles  from  them,  affected  the 
reputation  of  honouring  and  trufting  men  of  emi- 
nent virtues,  of  what  perfuafion  foever  they  might 
be,  in  relation  to  public  matters. 

But  he  had  greater  fcruples  concerning  the 
proceeding  again  ft  felons,  and  putting  offenders 
to  death  by  that  commiffion,  fince  he  thought  the 
iword  of  juftice  belonging  only  by  right  to  the 
lawful  prince,  it  feemed  not  warrantable  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  capital  fentence  by  an  authority  derived 
from  ufurpers  ;  yet  at  firft  he  made  diftinclion  be- 
tween common  and  ordinary  felonies,  and  offences 
againft  the  flate ;  for  the  laft  he  would  never 
meddle  in  them  ;  for  he  thought  thefe  might  be 
often  legal  and  warrantable  actions,  and  that  the 
putting  men  to  death  on  that  account  was  mur- 
der ;  but  for  the  ordinary  felonies,  he  at  firft  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  as  neceffary  even  in  times  of 
nfurpation  to  execute  juftice  in  thofe  cafes,  as  in 
the  matters  of  property  :  But  after  the  king  was 
murdered,  he  laid  by  all  his  collections  of  the 
pleas  of  the  crown  ;  and  that  they  might  not  fall 
into  ill  hands,  he  hid  them  behind  the  wainfcotting 
of  his  fludy,  for  he  faid  there  was  no  more  occa- 
fion  to  ufe  them,  till  the  king  mould  be  again  re- 
flored  to  his  right ;  and  fo  upon  his  majefly's  re- 
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floration  he  took  them  out,  and  went  on  in  his 
defign  to  perfect  that  great  work. 

Yet  for  fome  time  after  he  was  made  a  judge, 
when  he  went  the  circuit,  he  did  fit  on  the  crown 
fide,  and  judged  criminals  :  But  having  confider- 
ed  farther  of  it,  he  came  to  think  that  it  was  at 
lead  better  not  to  do  it ;  and  fo  after  the  fecand 
or  third  circuit,  he  refufed  to  fit  any  more  on  the 
crown  fide,  and  told  plainly  the  reafon,  for  in 
matters  of  blood,  he  was  always  to  chufe  the  iafer 
fide :  And  indeed  he  had  fo  carried  nimfelf  in 
fome  trials,  that  they  were  not  unwilling  he  mould 
withdraw  from  meddling  farther  in  them,  of  which 
I  mall  give  fome  inftances. 

Not  long  after  he  was  made  a  judge,  which  was 
in  the  year  16,53.  when  he  went  the  circuit,  a  tri- 
al was  brought  before  him  at  Lincoln,  concerning 
the  murder  of  one  of  the  towns-men,  who  had 
been  of  the  kings  party,  and  was  killed  by  a  fol- 
dier  of  the  garrifon  there.  He  was  in  the  fields 
with  a  fowling  piece  on  his  Ihoulder,  which  the 
foldier  feeing,  he  came  to  him  and  laid,  it  was  con- 
trary to  an  order  which  the  protector  had  made, 
that  none  who  had  been  of  the  kings  party  mould 
carry  arms  ;  and  fo  he  would  have  forced  it  from 
him  :  But  as  the  other  did  not  regard  the  order, 
fo  being  ilronger  than  the  foldier,  he  threw  hira 
down,  and  having  beat  him,  he  left  him.  The 
ibldier  went  into  the  town,  and  told  one  of  his 
fellow  foldiers  how  he  had  been  ufed,  and  got  him 
to  go  with  him,  and  lie  in  wait  for  the  m?ai  that  he 
might  be  revenged  on  him.  They  both  watched 
his  coming  to  town,  and  one  of  them  went  to  him 
to  demand  his  gun,  which  he  refufed.,  the  foldier 
C  3 
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(truck  at  him,  and  as  they  were  flruggling,  the 
other  came  behind,  and  ran  his  fword  into  his 
body,  of  which  he  prefently  died.  It  was  in  the 
time  of  the  aflizes,  fo  they  wereboth  tried  :  Againft 
the  one  there  was  no  evidence  of  forethought  fe- 
lony, fo  he  was  only  found  guilty  of  man-flaughter, 
and  burnt  on  the  hand  ;  but  the  other  was  found 
guilty  of  murder :  And  though  Colonel  Whaley 
that  commanded  the  garrifon,  came  into  the  court 
and  urged,  that  the  man  was  killed  only  for  diib- 
beying  the  protector's  orders,  and  that  the  foldier 
was  but  doing  his  duty;  yet  the  judge  regarded 
both  his  reafons  and  threatenings  very  little  ;  and 
therefore  he  not  only  gave  fentence  againfl  him, 
but  ordered  the  execution  to  be  fo  fuddenly  done, 
that  it  might  not  be  poflible  to  procure  a  reprieve, 
which  he  believed  would  have  been  obtained,  if 
there  had  been  time  enough  granted  for  it. 

Another  occafion  was  given  him  of  mewing 
both  his  juftice  and  courage,  when  he  was  in  anc*- 
ther  circuit ;  he  underftood  that  the  protector  had 
ordered  a  jury  to  be  returned  for  a  trial  in  which 
he  was  more  than  ordinarily  concerned  :  upon 
this  information,  he  examined  the  Sheriff  about 
it.  who  knew  nothing  of  it,  for  he  faid  he  referred 
all  fuch  things  to  the  under-fheriff;  and  having 
next  alked  the  under-fheriff  concerning  it,  he 
found  the  jury  had  been  returned  by  order  from 
Cromwell,  upon  which  he  (hewed  the  ftatute,  that 
all  juries  ought  to  be  returned  by  the  fheriff,  or 
his  lawful  officer :  And  this  not  being  done  ac- 
cording to  law,  he  difmiffed  the  jury,  and  would 
not  try  the  caufe :  Upon  which  the  protector  was 
highly  difpleafed  with  him,  and  at  his  return  from 
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the  circuit,  he  told  him  in  anger,  he  was  not  fit ' 
to  be  a, judge,  to  which  all  the  anfwer  he  made, 
was,  that  it  was  very  true. 

Another  thing  met  him  in  the  circuit,  upon 
which  he  refolved  to  have  proceeded  feverely : 
Some  Anabaptifts  had  rufhed  into  a  church,  and 
had  diflurbed  a  congregation,  while  they  were  re- 
ceiving the  facrament,  not  without  fome  violence ; 
at  this  he  was  highly  offended,  for  he  faid  it  was 
intolerable  for  men,  who  pretended  fo  highly  to  ' 
liberty  of  confcience,  to  go  and  diflurb  others ; 
efpecially  thofe  who  had  the  encouragement  of,; 
the  law  on  their  fide  :  but  thefe  were  now  fupport- 
ed  by  fome  great  magiftrates  and  officers,  that  a 
flop  was  put  to  his  proceedings  ;  upon  which  he 
declared,  he  would  meddle  no  more  with  trials  on 
the  crown-fide. 

When  Penruddock*s  trial  was  brought  on, 
there  was  a  fpecial  meifenger  fent  to  him  requir- 
ing him  to  affift  at  it.  It  was  in  vacation  time, 
and  he  was  at  his  country-houfe  at  Aiderly :  he 
plainly  refufed  to  go,  and  faid,  the  four  terms, 
and  two  circuits,  were  enough,  and  the  little  inter- 
val that  was  between,  was  little  enough  for  their 
private  affairs,  and  fo  he  excufed  himfelf^  he 
thought  it  was  not  necelfary  tofpeak  more  clearly, 
but  if  he  had  been  urged  to  it,  he  would  not  have 
been  afraid  of  doing  it. 

'  He  was  at  that  time  chofen  a  parliament-man, 
(for  there  being  then  no  houfe  of  Lords,  judges 
might  have  been  chofen  to  fit  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons) and  he  went  to  it,  on  defign  to  obftrudt  the 
mad  and  wicked  projects  then  on  foot,  by  two 
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parties,  that  had  very  different  principles  and 
ends. 

On  the  one  hand,  fome  that  were  perhaps  more 
fmcere,  yet  were  really  brain-fick,  defigned  they 
knew  not  what,  being  refolved  to  pull  down  a 
{landing  miniftry,  the  law,  and  property  of  Eng- 
land, and  all  the  ancient  rules  of  this  government ; 
and  fet  up  in  its  room  an  indigefted  enthufiaftical 
fcheine,  which  they  called  the  kingdom  of  Chrift, 
or  of  his  faints ;  many  of  them  being  really  in 
expectation,  that  one  day  or  another  Chrift  would 
come  down,  and  fit  among  them,  and  at  lead  they 
thought  to  begin  the  glorious  thoufand  years  men- 
tioned in  the  Revelation. 

Others  at  the  fame  time,  taking  advantages  from 
the  fears  and  apprehenfions,  that  all  the  fober  men 
of  the  nation  were  in,  left  they  mould  fall  under 
the  tyranny  of  a  diftracled  fort  of  people,  who  to 
all  their  other  ill  principles  added  great  cruelty, 
which  they  had  copied  from  thofe  at  Munfter  in 
the  former  age,  intended  to  improve  that  oppor- 
tunity to  raife  their  own  fortunes  and  families. 
Amidft  thefe,  judge  Hale  fleered  a  middle  courfe  ; 
for  as  he  would  engage  for  neither  fide,  fo  he 
with  a  great  many  more  worthy  men  came  to 
parliaments,  more  out  of  a  defign  to  hinder  mif- 
chief,  than  to  do  much  good ;  wifely  forefeeing, 
that  the  inclinations  for  the  royal  family  were 
daily  growing  fo  much,  that  in  time  the  diforders 
then  in  agitation,  would  ferment  to  that  happy 
refolution  in  which  they  determined  in  May  166O. 
And  therefore  all  that  could  then  be  done,  was 
to  opppfe  the  ill  defigns  of  both  parties,  the  en- 
thufiafts  as  well  as  the  ufurpers.  Among  the 
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other  extravagant  motions  made  in  this  parliament, 
one  was,  to  deftroy  all  the  records  in  the  tower, 
and  to  fettle  the  nation  in  a  new  foundation ;  fo 
he  took  this  province  to  himfelf,  to  mew  the  mad- 
nefs  of  this  proportion,  the  injuilice  of  it,  and  the 
mifchiefs  that  would  follow  on  it,  and  did  it  with 
fuch  clearnefs,  and  ftrength  of  reafon,  as  not  only 
fatisfied  all  fober  perfons  (for  it  may  be  fuppofed 
that  was  foon  done)  but  ftopt  even  the  mouths  of 
the  frantic  people  themfelves. 

Thus  he  continued  admmiftering  juftice  till  the 
prote&or  died,  but  then  he  both  refufed  the 
mournings  that  were  fent  to  him  and  hisfervantsfor 
the  funeral,  and  likewife  to  accept  of  the  new 
commifiion  that  was  offered  him  by  Richard,  and 
when  the  reft  of  the  judges  urged  it  upon  him, 
and  employed  others  to  prefs  him  to  accept  of  it, 
he  rejected  all  their  importunities,  and  faid  he 
could  act  no  longer  under  fuch  authority. 

He  lived  a  private  man  till  the  parliament  met, 
that  called  home  the  king,  to  which  he  was  re- 
turned knight  of  the  (hire  from  the  county  of  Glo- 
cefter.  It  appeared  at  that  time  how  much  he 
was  beloved  and  efteemed  in  his  neighbourhood ; 
for  though  another  who  flood  in  competition  with 
him,  had  fpent  near  a  thoufand  pounds  to  procure 
voices,  a  great  fum  to  be  employed  that  way  in 
thpfe  days,  and  he  had  been  at  no  coft,  and  was 
fo  far  from  foliciting  it,  that  he  had  flood  out  lung 
againft  thofe  who  preiTed  him  to  appear,  and  he 
did  not  promife  to  appear  till  three  days  before 
the  election,  yet  he  was  preferred.  He  was  brought  ' 
thither  almoft  by  violence,  by  the  lord  (now  earl 
of)  Berkeley,  who  bore  all  the  charge  of  the  en- 
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tertainments  on  the  day  of  his  ele&ion,  which  was 
confiderable,  and  had  engaged  all  his  friends  and 
intereft  for  him  :  and  whereas  by  the  writ,  the 
knight  of  a  mire  muft  be  miles  gladio  tin  ft  us,  and 
he  had  no  fword,  that  noble  lord  girt  him  with 
his  own  fword  during  the  election,  but  he  was  foori 
weary  of  it,  for  the  embroidery  of  the  belt  did  not 
fuit  well  with  the  plainnefs  of  his  clothes :  and 
indeed  the  election  did  not  hold  long,  for  as  foon 
as  ever  he  came  into  the  field,  he  was  chofen  by 
much  the  greater  number,  though  the  poll  conti- 
nued for  three  or  four  days. 

In  that  parliament  he  bore  his  mare,  in  the  hap- 
py period  then  put  to  the  confufions  that  threaten- 
ed the  utter  ruin  of  the  nation,  which  contrary 
to  the  expectation  of  the  mod  fanguine,  fettled  in. 
fo  ferene  and  quiet  a  manner,  that  thofe  who  had 
formerly  built  fo  much  on  their  fuccefs,  calling  it 
an  anfwer  from  heaven  to  their  folemn  appeals,  to 
the  providence  of  God,  were  now  not  a  little  con- 
founded, to  fee  all  this  turned  againft  thetnfelves, 
in  an  inftance  much  more  extraordinary  than  any 
of  thofe  were,  upon  which  they  had  built  fo  much. 
His  great  prudence  and  excellent  temper  led  him 
to  think,  that  the  fooner  an  aft  of  indemnity  were 
paffed,  and  the  fuller  it  were  of  graces  and  favours, 
it  would  fooner  fettle  the  nation,  and  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people  ;  and  therefore  he  applied 
himfelf  with  a  particular  care  to  the  framing  and 
carrying  it  on  :  In  which  it  was  vifible  he  had  no 
concern  of  his  own,  but  merely  his  love  of  the 
public  that  fet  him  on  to  it. 

Soon  after  this,  when  the  courts  in  Weftminfter- 
hall  came  to  be  fettled,  he  was  made  lord  chief 
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baron ;  and  when  the  earl  of  Clarendon  (then 
lord  chancellor)  delivered  him  his  commiflion,  in 
the  fpeech  he  made  according  to  the  cuftom  on 
fuch  occafions,  he  exprefied  his  efteem  of  him  in 
a  very  fmgular  manner,  telling  him  among  other 
things,  that  if  the  king  could  have  found  out  an 
honefter  and  fitter  man  for  that  employment,  he 
would  not  have  advanced  him  to  it ;  and  that  he 
had  therefore  preferred  him,  becaufe  he  knew 
none  that  deferved  it  fo  well.  It  is  ordinary  for 
perfons  fo  promoted  to  be  knighted,  but  he  de- 
fired  to  avoid  having  that  honour  done  him,  and 
therefore  for  a  coniiderable  time  declined  all  op- 
portunities of  waiting  on  the  king,  which  the  lord 
chancellor  obferving,  fent  for  him  upon  bufmefs 
one  day,  when  the  king  was  at  his  houfe,  and  told 
his  majefty  there  was  his  modeft  chief  baron,  upon 
which,  he  was  unexpectedly  knighted. 

He  continued  eleven  years  in  that  place,  ma- 
naging the  court,  and  all  proceedings  in  it  with 
fmgular  juftice.  It  was  obferved  by  the  whole  na- 
tion, how  much  he  raifed  the  reputation  and  prac- 
tice of  it :  And  thofe  who  held  places  and  offices 
in  it,  can  all  declare,  not  only  the  impartiality  of 
his  juftice,  for  that  is  but  a  common  virtue,  but 
his  generofity,  his  vaft  diligence,  and  his  great  ex- 
actnefs  in  trials.  This  gave  occafion  to  the  only 
complaint  that  ever  was  made  of  him,  that  he  did 
not  difpatch  matters  quick  enough  ;  but  the  great 
care  he  ufed,  to  put  fuits  to  a  final  end,  as  it  made 
him  flower  in  deciding  them  ;  fo  it  had  this  good 
effect,  that  caufes  tried  before  him,  were  feldom 
if  ever  tried  again. 

Nor  did  his  adminiflration  of  juftice  lie  only  in 
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that  court.  He  was  oae  of  the  principal  judges 
that  fat  in  Cliffords-Inn,  about  fettling  the  differ- 
ence between  landlord  and  tenant,  after  the  dread- 
ful fire  of  London.  He  being  the  firft  that  offer- 
ed his  fervice  to  the  city,  for  accommodating  all 
the  differences  that  might  have  arifen  about  the 
rebuilding  it,  in  which  he  behaved  himfelf  to  the 
fatisfadtion  of  all  perfons  concerned  ;  fo  that  the 
fudden  and  quiet  building  of  the  city,  which  is 
juftly  to  be  reckoned  one  of  the  wonders  of  the 
age,  is  in  no  fmall  meafure  due  to  the  great  care, 
which  he  and  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman,  (then  lord 
chief  juftice  of  the  Common-Pleas  afterwards  lord 
keeper  of  the  great  feal  of  England)  ufed,  and  to 
the  judgment  they  mewed  in  that  affair;  fmce 
without  the  rules  then  laid  down,  there  might 
have  otherwife  followed  fuch  an  endlefs  train  of 
vexatious  fuits,  as  might havebeen  little  lefs  charge- 
able than  the  fire  itfelf  had  been.  But  without 
detracting  from  the  labours  of  the  other  judges, 
it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  he  was  the  mod  in- 
ftrumental  in  that  great  work  ;  for  he  firft  by  way 
of  fcheme,  contrived  the  rules  upon  which  he  and 
the  relt  proceeded  afterwards  ;  in  which  his  readi- 
nefs  at  Arithmetic,  and  his  ikill  in  Architecture 
were  of  great  ufe  to  him. 

But  it  will  not  feem  ftrange  that  a  judge  be- 
haved himfelf  as  he  did,  who  at  the  entry  into  his 
employment,  fet  fuch  excellent  rules  to  himfelf, 
which  will  appear  in  the  following  paper  copied 
from  the  original  under  his  own  hand. 

Things  neceffary  to  be  continually  had  in  remem- 
brance. 
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I.  That  in  the  adminiflration  of  juftice,  I  am  in- 
truded for  God,  the  king  and  country ;  and 
therefore, 

II.  That  it  be  done,  1.  Uprightly,  2.  Deliberate- 
ly, 3.  Refolutely. 

III.  That  I  reft  not  upon  my  own  underflanding 
or  ftrength,  but  implore  and  reft  upon  the  di- 
re&ion  and  ftrength  of  God. 

IV.  That  in  the  execution  of  juftice,  I  carefully 
lay  afide  my  own  paffions,  and  not  give  way  to 
them,  however  provoked. 

V.  That  I  be  wholly  intent  upon  the  bufmefs  I  am 
about,  remitting  all  other  cares  and  thoughts, 
as  unfeafonable  and  interruptions. 

VI.  That  I  fuffer  not  myfelf  to  be  prepofleffed 
with  any  judgment  at  all,  till  the  whole  bufi- 
nefs  and  both  parties  be  heard. 

VII.  That  I  never  engage  myfelf  in  the  beginning 
of  any  caufe,  but  referve  myfelf  unprejudiced 
till  the  whole  be  heard. 

VIII.  That  in  bufmefs  capital,  though  my  nature 
prompt  me  to  pity  ;  yet  to  confider,  that  there 
is  alfo  a  pity  due  to  the  country. 

IX.  That  I  be  not  too  rigid  in  matters  purely 
confcientious,  where  all  the   harm  is  diverfity 
of  judgment. 

X.  That  I  be  not  biafied  with  compaflion  to  the 
poor,  or  favour  to  the  rich,  in  point  of  juftice. 

XL  That  popular,  or  court  applaufe,  or  diftafte, 
have  no  influence  into  any  thing  I  do  in  point' 
of  diftribution  of  juftice. 

XII.  Not  to  be  felicitous  what  men  will  fay  or 
think,  fo  long  as  I  keep  myfelf  exactly  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  of  juftice. 
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XIII.  If  in  criminals  it  be  a  meafuring  caft,  to  in- 
cline to  mercy  and  acquittal. 

XIV.  In  criminals  that  confift  merely  in  words, 
when  no  more  harm  enfues,  moderation  is  no 
injuftice. 

XV.  In  criminals  of  blood,  if  the  fact  be  evident, 
feverity  is  juftice. 

XVI.  To  abhor  all  private  felicitations,  of  what 
kind  foever,  and  by  whom  foever  in  matters 
depending. 

XVII.  To  charge  my  fervants,  1.  Not  to  interpofe 
in  any  bufmefs  whatfoever.     2.  Not  to  take 
more  than  therr  known  fees.     3.  Not  to  give 
any  undue  precedence  to  caufes.     4.  Not  to 
recommend  counfel. 

XVIII.  To  be  fhort  and  fparing  at  meals,  that  I 
may  be  the  fitter  for  bulinefs. 

He  would  never  receive  private  addrefles  or 
recommendations  from  the  greateft  perfons  in  any 
matter  in  which  juftice  was  concerned.  One  of 
the  firft  peers  of  England  went  once  to  his  chamber 
and  told  him,  that  having  a  fuit  in  law  to  be  tried 
before  him,  he  was  then  to  acquaint  him  with  it, 
that  he  might  the  better  underftand  it,  when  it 
fhould  come  to  be  heard  in  court.  Upon  which 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  interrupted  him,  and  faid  he 
did  not  deal  fairly  to  come  to  his  chamber  about 
fuch  affairs,  for  he  never  received  any  information 
of  caufes  but  in  open  court,  where  both  parties 
were  to  be  heard  alike,  fo  he  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  go  on  :  Whereupon  his  grace  (for  he  was 
a  duke)  went  away  not  a  little  diflatisfied,  and 
complained  of  it  to  the  king,  as  a  rudenefs  that 
was  not  to  be  endured. 
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But  his  majefty  bid  him  content  himfelf  that  he 
was  no  worfe  ufed,  and  faid,  he  verily  believed  he 
would  have  ufed  himfelf  no  better,  if  he  had  gone 
to  folicite  him  in  any  of  his  own  caufes. 

Another  paffage  fell  out  in  one  of  his  circuits, 
which  was  fome  what  cenfured  as  an  affectation  of 
an  unreafonable  ftri&nefs,  but  it  flowed  from  his 
exactnefs  to  the  rules  he  had  fet  himfelf :  a  gentle- 
man had  fent  him  a  buck  for  his*  table,  that  had  a 
trial  at  the  aflizes ;  fo  when  he  heard  his  name,  he 
afked  if  he  was  not  the  fame  perfon  that  had  fent 
him  venifon,  and  finding  he  was  the  fame,  he  told 
him,  he  could  not  fuffer  the  trial  to  go  on,  till  he 
had  paid  him  for  his  buck ;  to  which  the  gentle- 
man anfwered,  that  he  never  fold  his  veniibn,  and 
that  he  had  done  nothing  to  him,  which  he  did 
not  to  every  judge  that  had  gone  that  circuit, 
which  was  confirmed  by  feveral  gentlemen  then 
prefent :  but  all  would  net  do,  for  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  had  learned  from  Solomon,  that  a  gift 
perverteth  the  ways  of  judgment,  and  therefore 
he  would  not  fuffer  the  trial  to  go  on,  till  he  had 
paid  for  the  prefent ;  upon  which  the  gentleman 
withdrew  the  record ;  and  at  Salifbury  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  having  according  to  the  cuftom  pre- 
fented  him  with  fix  fugar  loaves  in  his  circuit,  he 
made  his  fervants  pay  for  the  fugar  before  he 
would  try  their  caufel 

It  was  not  fo  eafy  for  him  to  throw  off  the  im- 
portunities of  the  poor,  for  whom  his  companion 
wrought  more  powerfully  than  his  regard  to 
wealth  and  greatnefs,  yet  when  juflice  was  con- 
cerned, even  that  did  not  turn  him  out  of  the 
way.  There  was  one  that  had  been  put  out  of  a 
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place  for  fome  ill  behaviour,  who  urged  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  to  fet  his  hand  to  a  certificate  to  re- 
flore  him  to  it,  or  provide  him  with  another  :  but 
he  told  him  plainly  his  fault  was  fuch  he  could 
not  do  it ;  the  other  preffed  him  vehemently  and 
fell  down  on  his  knees,  and  begged  it  of  him  with 
many  tears  ;  but  finding  that  could  not  prevail, 
he  faid  he  mould  be  utterly  ruined  if  he  did  not ; 
and  he  mould  curfe  him  for  it  every  day.  But 
that  having  no  effect,  then  he  fell  out  into  all  the 
reproachful  words,  that  paflion  and  defpair  could 
infpire  him  with,  to  which  all  the  anfwer  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  made,  was,  that  he  could  very  well 
fcear  all  his  reproaches,  but  he  could  not  for  all 
that  fet  his  hand  to  his  certificate.  He  faw  he 
was  poor,  fo  he  gave  him  a  charity  and  fent  him 
away. 

But  now  he  was  to  go  on  after  his  pattern, 
Pomponius  Atticus,  ftill  to  favour  and  relieve 
them  that  were  loweft ;  fo  befides  great  charities 
to  the  nonconformifls,  who  were  then  as  he 
thoughttoo  hardly  ufed,  hetook  great  care  to  cover 
them  all  he  could,  from  the  feverities  fome 
defigned  againfl  them,  and  difcouraged  thofe  who 
were  inclined  to  flretch  the  laws  too  much  againfl 
them  :  He  lamented  the  differences  that  were 
raifed  in  this  church  very  much,  and  according  to 
the  impartiality  of  his  juflice,  he  blamed  fome 
things  on  both  fides,  which  I  mail  fet  down  with 
the  fame  freedom  that  he  fpake  them.  He  thought 
many  of  the  nonconformifls,  had  merited  highly 
in  the  buiinefs  of  the  King's  reftoration,  and  at 
leafl  deferved  that  the  terms  of  conformity  mould 
not  have  been  made  flric~lera  than  they  were  before 
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the  war.  There  was  not  then  that  dreadful  pro- 
fpeft  of  popery,  that  has  appeared  fince  :  But 
that  which  afflicled  him  moft,  was,  that  he  faw 
the  heats  and  contentions  which  followed  upon 
thofe  different  parties  and  interefls,  did  take  peo- 
ple off  from  the  indifpenfible  things  of  religion, 
and  flackened  the  zeal  of  other  ways  good  men 
for  the  fubftance  of  it,  fo  much  being  fpent  about 
external  and  indifferent  things.  It  alfo  gave 
advantages  to  atheifls,  to  treat  the  mod  facred 
points  of  our  holy  faith  as  ridiculous,  when  they 
law  the  profeffors  of  it  contend,  fo  fiercely,  and 
with  fuch  bitternefs,  about  letter  matters :  He 
was  much  offended  at  all  thofe  books  that  were 
written,  to  expofe  the  contrary  feel  to  the  fcorn 
and  contempt  of  the  age  in  a  wanton  and  petulant 
flile  ;  he  thought  fuch  writers  wounded  the 
Chriftian  religion,  through  the  fides  of  thofe-who 
differed  from  them ;  while  a  fort  of  lewd  peo- 
ple, who  having  affumed  to  themfeives  the  title 
of  the  wits  (though  but  a  very  few  of  them  have 
a  right  to  it)  took  up  from  both  hands,  what  they 
had  faid,  to  make  one,  another  mew  ridiculous, 
and  from  thence  perfuaded  the  world  to  laugh  at 
both,  and  at  all  religion  for  their  fakes.  And 
therefore  he  often  wifhed  there  might  be  fome 
law,  to  make  all  Icurrility  in  difputes  about  re- 
ligion punifhable.  But  as  he  lamented  the  pro- 
ceedings too  rigoroufly  agamft  the  nonconformifts; 
fo  he  declared  himfelf  always  of  the  fide  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  faid  thofe  of  the  feparation 
were  good  men,  but  they  had  narrow  fouls,  who 
would  break  the  peace  of  the  church,  about  fuch 
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inconfiderable  matters,  as  the  points  in  difference 
were. 

He  fcarce  ever  meddled  in  (late  intrigues,  yet 
upon  a  proportion  that  was  fet  on  foot  by  the 
Lord  Keeper  Bridgeman,  for  a  comprehenfion  of 
the  more  moderate  diflfenters,  and  a  limited  in- 
dulgence towards  fuch  as  could  not  be  brought 
within  the  comprehenfion,  he  difpenfed  with  his 
maxim,  of  "  avoiding  to  engage  in  matters  of 
flate."  There  were  feveral  meetings  upon  that 
occafion.  The  Divine  of  the  church  of  England 
that  appeared  moft  confiderably  for  it,  was  Doctor 
Wilkins,  afterwards  promoted  to  the  bifhopric 
of  Chefter,  a  man  of  as  great  a  mind,  as  true  a 
judgment,  as  eminent  virtues,  and  of  as  good  a 
foul,  as  any  I  ever  knew.  He  being  determined 
as  well  by  his  excellent  temper,  as  by  his  forefight 
and  prudence,  by  which  he  early  perceived  the 
great  prejudices  that  religion  received,  and  the 
vaft  dangers  the  reformation  was  like  to  fall  under 
by  thofe  divifions  ;  fet  about  that  project  with  the 
magnanimity* that  was  indeed  peculiar  to  himfelf ; 
for  though  he  was  much  cenfured  by  many  of  his- 
own  fide,  and  feconded  by  very  few,  yet  he  pufh- 
ed  it  as  far  as  he  could.  After  feveral  confer- 
ences with  two  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  prefby- 
terian  divines,  heads  were  agreed  on,  forne  abate- 
ments were  to  be  made,  and  explanations  were  to 
be  accepted  of.  The  particulars  of  that  project 
being  thus  concerted,  they  were  brought  to  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron,  who  put  them  in  form  of  a 
bill,  to  be  prefented  to  the  next  feflions  of  par- 
liament. 

But  two  parties  appeared  vigoroufly  againft 
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this  defign,  the  one  was  of  fome  zealous  clergy- 
men, who  thought  it  below  the  dignity  of  the 
church  to  alter  laws,  and  change  fettlements  for 
the  fake  of  fome  whom  they  efleemed  fchifmatics  : 
they  alfo  believed,  it  was  better  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  church,  than  bring  them  into  it,  fmce  a 
faction  upon  that  would  arife  in  the  church, 
which  they  thought  might  be  more  dangerous 
than  the  fchifm  itfelf  was.  Befides  they  faid,  if 
fome  things  were  now  to  be  changed  in  compli- 
ance with  the  humour  of  a  party,  as  foon  as  that 
was  done,  another  party  might  demand  other  con- 
ceflions,  and  there  might  be  as  good%  reafons  in- 
vented for  thefe,  as  for  thofe.  Many  fuch  con- 
ceflions  might  alfo  fhake  thofe  of  our  own  com- 
munion, and  tempt  them  to  forfake  us,  and  go 
over  to  the  church  of  Rome,  pretending  that  we 
changed  fo  often,  that  they  were  thereby  inclined 
to  be  of  a  church  that  was  conftant  and  true  to 
herfelf.  Thefe  were  the  reafons  brought,  and 
chiefly  infifted  on  againft  all  comprehenfion  ;  and 
they  wrought  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  fo  that  they  patted  a  vote  againll  the 
receiving  of  any  bill  for  that  effect. 

There  were  others  that  oppofed  it  upon  very 
different  ends  :  they  defigned  to  fhelter  the  papifts 
from  the  execution  of  the-  law,  and  faw  clearly 
that  nothing  could  bring  in  popery  fo  well  as  a* 
toleration.  But  to  tolerate  popery  bare-faced, 
would  have  (tartled  the  nation  too  much ;  fo  it 
was  neceffary  to  hinder  all  the  proportions  for 
union,  fmce  the  keeping  up  the  differences  was 
the  bed  colour  they  could  find,  for  getting  the 
toleration  to  pafs  only  as  a  flackening  the  laws 
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againfl  difTenters,  whofe  numbers  and  wealth  made 
it  advifeable  to  have  fome  regard  to  them ;  and 
under  this  pretence  popery  might  have  crept  ia 
more  covered,  and  lefs  regarded  :  fo  thefe  coun- 
cils being  more  acceptable  to  fome  concealed 
papifts  then  in  great  power,  as  has  fmce  appeared 
but  too  evidently,  the  whole  project  for  cowipre- 
henfion  was  let  fall,  and  thofe  who  had  fet  it  on 
foot,  came  to  be  looked  on  with  an  ill  eye,  as  fe- 
cret  favourers  of  the  diflenters,  underminers  of 
the  church,  and  every  thing  elfe  that  jealoufy  and 
diftafte  could  cafl  on  them. 

But  upon  this  occafion  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
and  Dr.  Wilkins,  came  to  contract  a  firm  and  fa- 
miliar friendfhip  ;  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  hav- 
ing much  bufmefs,  and  little  time  to  fpare,  did, 
to  enjoy  the  other  the  more,  what  he  had  fcarce 
ever  done  before,  he  went  fometimes  to  dine  with 
him.  And  though  he  lived  in  great  friendmip 
with  fome  other  eminent  clergymen,  Dr.  Ward, 
Bifhop  of  Salifbury  ;  Dr.  Barlow,  Bifhop  of  Lin- 
coln ;  Dr.  Barrow,  late  Mafler  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege ;  Dr.  Tillotfon,  Dean  of  Canterbury  ;  and 
Dr.  Stillingfleet,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  (men  fo  well 
known,  and  fo  much  efteerrted,  that  as  it  was  no 
wonder  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  valued  their  con- 
verfation  highly,  fo  thofe  of  them  that  are  yet 
alive  will  think  it  no  leflening  of  the  character 
they  are  fo  defervedly  in,  that  they  are  reckoned 
among  Judge  Hale's  friends)  yet  there  was  an  in- 
timacy and  freedom  in  his  converfe  with  Bifhop 
Wilkins  that  was  fingular  to  him  alone  :  he  had 
during  the  late  wars,  lived  in  a  long  and  entire 
friendfhip  with  the  apoflolical  primate  of  Ireland 
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Bifhop  Ufher :  their  curious  fearches  into  anti- 
quity, and  the  fympathy  of  both  their  tempers  led 
them  to  a  great  agreement  almoft  in  every  thing. 
He  held  alfo  great  converfation  with  Mr.  Baxter, 
who  was  his  neighbour  at  Adton,  on  whom  he 
looked  as  a  perfon  of  great  devotion  and  piety,* 
and  of  a  very  fubtle  and  quick  apprehenfion : 
their  converfation  lay  mod  in  metaphyfical  and 
abftracted  ideas  and  fchemes. 

He  looked  with  great  forrow  on  the  impiety 
and  atheifm  of  the  age,  and  fo  he  fet  himfelf  to 
oppofe  it,  not  only  by  the  mining  example  of  his 
own  life,  but  by  engaging  in  a  caufe,  that  indeed 
could  hardly  fall  into  better  hands  :  and  as  he 
could  not  find  a  fubjeft  more  worthy  of  himfelf, 
fo  there  were  few  in  the  age  that  underftood  it  fo 
well,  and  could  manage  it  more  fkilfully.  The 
occafion  that  firft  led  him  to  write  about  it,  was 
this.  He  was  a  Uriel:  obferver  of  the  Lord's  day, 
in  which,  befides  his  conftancy  in  the  public  wor- 
fhip  of  God,  he  ufed  to  call  all  his  family  toge- 
ther, and  repeat  to  them  the  heads  of  thefermons, 
with  fome  additions  of  his  own,  which  fitted  for 
their  capacities,  and  circumftances,  and  that  being 
done,  he  had  a  cuftom  of  (hutting  himfelf  up  for 
two  or  three  hours,  which  he  either  fpent  in  his 
fecret  devotions,  or  on  fuch  profitable  medita- 
tions as  did  then  occur  to  his  thoughts  :  he  wrote 
them  with  the  fame  fimplicity  that  he  formed 
them  in  his  mind,  without  any  art,  or  fo  much  as 
a  thought  to  let  them  be  publimed :  he  never 
corrected  them,  but  laid  them  by,  when  he  had 
finimed  them,  having  intended  only  to  fix  and 
preferve  his  own  reflections  in  them ;  fo  that  he 
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ufed  no  care  to  polim  them,  or  make  the  firft 
draught  more  perfect  than  when  they  fell  from  his 
pen  :  thefe  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  worthy  perfon, 
and  he  judging,  as  well  he  might ;  that  the  com- 
municating them  to  the  world,  might  be  a  public 
fervice,  printed  two  volumes  of  them  in  oclavo  a 
little  before  the  author's  death,  containing  his 


CONTEMPLATIONS. 


I.  Of  our  latter  end. 

II.  Of  wifdom  and  the  fear  of  God. 

III.  Of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  crucified. 

IV.  The  victory  of  faith  over  the  world. 

V.  Of  humility. 

VI.  Jacob's  vow. 

VII.  Of  contentation. 

VIII.  Of  affliftions. 

IX.  A  good  method  to  entertain  unflable  and 
troublefome  times.    . 

X.  Changes  and  troubles,  a  Poem. 
XL  Of  the  redemption  of  time. 

XII.  The  great  audit. 

XIII.  Directions   touching   keeping   the   Lord's 
day,  in  a  letter  to  his  children. 

XIV.  Poems  written  upon  Chriflmafs-day. 

In  tbefecond  volume. 

I.  An  enquiry  touching  happinefs. 

II.  Of  the  chief  end  of  man. 

III.  Upon  12  Eclef.  1  Remember  thy  Creator, 
&c. 
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IV.  Upon  the  51  Pfal.  v.  10.  Create  a  clean  heart 
in  me,  with  a  Poem. 

V.  The  folly  and  mifchief  of  fin. 

VI.  Of  felf-denial. 

VII.  Motives  to  watchfulnefs,  in  reference  to  the 
good  and  evil  angels. 

VIII.  Of  moderation  of  the  affections. 

IX.  Of  worldly  hope  and  expectation. 

X.  Upon  13.  Heb.  14.  We  have  here  no  conti- 
nuing city. 

XI.  Of  contentednefs  and  patience. 

XII.  Of  moderation  of  anger. 

XIII.  A  preparative  againft  afflictions. 

XIV.  Of  fubmiflion,  prayer,  and  thankfgiving. 

XV.  Of  prayer  and  thankfgiving  on  Pfal.  116.  12. 

XVI.  Meditations  on  the  Lord's  prayer,  with  a 
paraphrafe  upon  it. 

In  them  there  appears  a  generous  and  true 
fpirit  of  religion,  mixed  with  mod  ferious  and 
fervent  devotion,  and  perhaps  with  the  more  ad- 
vantage, that  the  flile  wants  fome  correction, 
which  fhews  they  were  the  genuine  productions 
of  an  excellent  mind,  entertaining  itfelf  in  fecret 
with  fuch  contemplations.  The  flile  is  clear  and 
mafculine,  in  a  due  temper  between  fiatnefs  and 
affectation,  in  which  he  expreffes  his  thoughts 
both  ealily  and  decently :  in  writing  thefe  dif- 
courfes,  having  run  over  moft  of  the  fubjects  that 
his  own  circumftances  led  him  chiefly  to  confider, 
he  began  to  be  in  fome  pain  to  chufe  new  argu- 
ments ;  and  therefore  refolved  to  fix  on  a  theme 
that  fhould  hold  him  longer. 

He  was  foon  determined  in  his  choice,  by  the 
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immoral  and  irreligious  principles,  and  practices, 
that  had  fo  long  vexed  his  righteous  foul ;  and 
therefore  began  a  great  defign  againft  atheifm, 
the  firft  part  of  which  is  only  printed,  of  the  ori- 
gination of  mankind,  defigned  to  prove  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world,  and  the  truth  of  the  Mofaical 
hiftory. 

The  fecond  part  was  of  the  nature  of  the  foul, 
and  of  a  future  (late. 

The  third  part  was  concerning  the  attributes 
of  God,  both  from  the  abftracted  ideas  of  him, 
and  of  nature ;  the  evidence  of  providence,  the 
notions  of-morality,  and  the  voice  of  confcience. 

And  the  fourth  part  was  concerning  the  truth 
and  authority  of  the  fcriptures,  with  anfwers  to 
the  objections  againft  them :  on  writing  thefe  he 
fpent  leven  years.  He  wrote  them  with  fo  much 
confideration,  that  one  who  perufed  the  original 
under  his  own  hand,  which  was  the  firft  draught 
of  it,  told  me,  he  did  not  remember  of  any  confi- 
derable  alteration,  perhaps  not  of  twenty  words  in 
the  whole  work. 

The  way  of  his  writing  them,  only  on  the  even- 
ings of  the  Lord's  day,  when  he  was  in  town, 
and  not  much  oftener  when  he  was  in  the  country, 
made,  that  they  are  not  fo  contracted,  as  it  is  very 
likely  he  would  have  wrote  them,  if  he  had  been 
more  at  leifure  to  have  brought  his  thoughts  into 
a  narrower  compafs,  and  fewer  words. 

But  making  fome  allowance  for  the  largenefs 
of  the  ftile,  that  volume  that  is  printed,  is  gene- 
rally acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  moft  perfect 
pieces  both  of  learning  and  reafoning  that  has 
been  written  on  that  f abject :  and  he  who  read  a 
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great  part  of  the  other  volumes  told  me  they  were 
all  of  a  piece  with  the  firfl. 

When  he  had  finifhed  this  work,  he  fent  it  by 
an  unknown  hand  to  Bifhop  Wilkins,  to  defire 
his  judgment  of  it ;  but  he  that  brought  it,  would 
give  no  other  account  of  the  author,  but  "  that 
he  was  not  a  clergyman."  The  Bifhop,  and  his 
worthy  friend  Dr.  Tillotfon,  read  a  great  deal  of 
it  with  much  pleafure,  but  could  not  imagine  who 
could  be  the  author,  and  how  a  man  that  was 
matter  of  fo  much  reafon,  and  fo  great  a  variety 
of  knowledge,  mould  be  fo  unknown  to  them, 
that  they  could  not  find  him  out,  by  thofe  charac- 
ters, which  are  fo  little  common.  At  lad  Dr. 
Tillotfon  guefied  it  mud  be  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
to  which  the  other  prefentLy  agreed,  wondering 
he  had  been  fo  long  in  finding  it  out.  So  they 
went  immediately  to  him,  and  the  Bifhop  thanking 
him  for  the  entertainment  he  had  received  from 
his  works,  he  blufhed  extremely,  not  without 
fome  difpleafure,  apprehending  that  the  perfon 
he  had  trufted  had  difcovered  him.  But  the  Bi- 
fhop foon  cleared  that,  and  told  him,  "  he  had 
difcovered  himfelf,  for  the  learning  of  that  book 
was  fo  various,  that  none  but  he  could  be  the  au- 
thor of  it."  And  that  Bifhop  having  a  freedom 
in  delivering  his  opinion  of  things  and  perfons, 
which  perhaps  few  ever  managed  both  with  fo 
much  plainnefs  and  prudence,  told  him,  "  There 
was  nothing  could  be  better  faid  on  thefe  argu- 
ments, if  he  could  bring  it  into  a  lefs  compafs,  but 
if  he  had  not  leifure  for  that,  he  thought  it  much 
better  to  have  it  come  out,  though  a  little  too 
large,  than  that  the  world  mould  be  deprived  of 
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the  good  which  it  mufl  needs  do."  But  our 
Judge,  had  never  the  opportunities  of  revifing  it, 
fo  a  little  before  his  death,  he  fent  the  firft  part  of 
it  to  the  prefs. 

In  the  beginning  of  it,  he  gives  an  effay  of  his 
excellent  way  of  methodizing  things,  in  which  he 
was  fo  great  a  mailer,  that  whatever  he  undertook, 
he  would  presently  caft  into  fo  perfect  a  fcheme, 
the  he  could  never  afterwards  correct  it :  he  runs 
out  copioufly  upon  the  argument  of  the  impofli- 
bility  of  an  eternal  fucceflion  of  time,  to  mew  that 
time  and  eternity  are  inconfiftent  one  with  ano- 
ther ;  and  that  therefore  all  duration  that  was 
pad,  and  defined  by  time,  could  not  be  from  eter- 
nity, and  he  mews  the  difference  between  fuccef- 
five  eternity,  already  pad,  and  one  to  come ;  fo 
that  though  the  latter  is  pofiible,  the  former  is  not 
fo ;  for  all  the  parts  of  the  former  have  actually 
been,  and  therefore  being  defined  by  time,  cannot 
be  eternal ;  whereas  the  other  are  ftill  future  to 
all  eternity,  fo  that  this  reafoning  cannot  be  turn- 
ed to  prove  the  pofiibility  of  eternal  fucceflions, 
that  have  been,  as  well  as  eternal  fucceflions  that 
{hall  be.  This  he  followed  with  a  flrength  I  ne- 
ver met  with  in  any  that  managed  it  before  him. 

He  brings  next  all  thofe  moral  arguments,  to 
prove  that  the  world  had  a  beginning  ;  agreeing 
to  the  account  Mofes  gives  of  it,  as  that  no  hiftory 
rifes  higher,  than  near  the  time  of  the  deluge ; 
and  that  the  firft  foundation  of  kingdoms,  the 
invention  of  arts,  the  beginnings  of  all  religions, 
the  gradual  plantation  of  the  world,  and  increafe 
of  mankind,  and  the  confent  of  nations  do  agree 
with  it.  In  managing  thefe,  as  he  fhews  profound 
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fkill  both  in  hiftorical,  and  philofophical  learning, 
fo  he  gives  a  noble  difcovery  of  his  great  candor 
and  probity,  that  he  would  not  impofe  on  the 
reader  with  a  falfe  fhew  of  reafoning  by  argu- 
ments, that  he  knew  had  flaws  in  them  ;  and 
therefore  upon  every  one  of  thefe,  he  adds  fuch 
allays,  as  in  a  great  meafure  leflened  and  took  off" 
their  force,  with  as  much  exactnefs  of  judgment, 
and  flrictnefs  of  cenfure,  as  if  he  had  been  fet  to 
plead  for  the  other  fide  ;  and  indeed  fums  up  the 
whole  evidence  for  religion,  as  impartially  as  ever 
he  did  in  a  trial  for  life  or  death  to  the  Jury ; 
which  how  equally  and  judickmfly  he  always  did, 
the  whole  nation  well  knows. 

After  that,  he  examines  the  ancient  opinions  of 
the  philofophers,  and  enlarges  with  a  great  variety 
of  curious  reflections  in  anfwering  that  only  argu- 
ment, that  has  any  appearance  of  ftrength  for  the 
cafual  production  of  man,  from  the  origination  of 
infects  out  of  putrified  matter,  as  is  commonly 
fuppofed,  and  he  concluded  the  book,  mewing 
how  rational  and  philofophical  the  account  which 
Mofes  gives  of  it  is.  There  is  in  it  all  a  fagacity 
and  quicknefs  of  thought,  mixed  with  great  and 
curious  learning,  that  I  confefs  I  never  met  toge- 
ther in  any  other  book  on  that  fubject :  among 
other  conjectures,  one  he  gives  concerning  the 
deluge,  is,  "  that  he  did  not  think  the  face  of  the 
earth  and  the  waters,  were  altogether  the  fame  be- 
fore the  univerfal  deluge,  and  after :  but  poffibly 
the  face  of  the  earth  was  more  even  than  now  it 
is :  the  feas  poffibly  more  dilated  and  extended, 
and  not  fo  deep  as  now  :"  and  a  little  after, 
"  poffibly  the  feas  have  undermined  much  of  the 
E  2 
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appearing  continent  of  earth."  This  I  the  rather 
take  notice  of,  becaufe  it  hath  been  fmce  his 
death,  made  out  in  a  mod  ingenuous,  and  mod 
elegantly  wrote  book,  by  Mr.  Burnet  of  Chrifl's 
college  in  Cambridge,  who  has  given  fuch  an  ef- 
fay  towards  the  proving  the  pollibility  of  an  uni- 
verfal  deluge,  and  from  thence,  has  collected  with 
great,  fagacity  what  paradife  was  before  it,  as  has 
not  been  offered  by  any  philofopher  before  him. 

While  the  Judge  was  thus  employing  his  time, 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Keyling  dying,  he  was  on 
the  18th  of  May,  1671,  promoted  to  be  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  England.  He  had  made  the 
pleas  of  the  crown  one  of  his  chief  ftudies,  and  by 
much  fearch,  and  long  obfervation,  had  compofed 
that  great  work  concerning  them,  formerly  men- 
tioned :  he  that  holds  the  high  office  of  Judiciary 
in  that  court,  being  the  chief  truftee,  and  aflertor 
of  the  liberties  of  his  country  ;  all  people  applaud- 
ed this  choice,  and  thought  their  liberties  could 
not  be  better  depofited  than  in  the  hands  of  one, 
that  as  he  underftood  them  well,  fo  he  had  all  the 
juflice  and  courage,  that  fofacred  a  truft  required. 
One  thing  was  much  obferved  and  commended 
in  him,  that  when  there  was  a  great  inequality  in 
the  ability  and  learning  of  the  counfellors  that 
xvere  to  plead  one  againft  another  :  he  thought  it 
became  him,  as  the  Judge,  to  fupply  that ;  fo  he 
would  enforce  what  the  weaker  managed  but  in- 
differently, and  not  fuffer  the  more  learned  to 
carry  the  bufmefs  by  the  advantage  they  had  over 
the  others  in  their  quicknefs  and  fkill  in  law,  and 
readinefs  in  pleading,  till  all  things  were  cleared 
in  which  the  merits  and  ftrength  of  the  ill  defend- 
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ed  caufe  lay.  He  was  not  fatisfied  barely  to  give 
his  judgment  in  caufes,  but  did  efpecially  in  all 
intricate  ones,  give  fuch  an  account  of  the  reafons 
that  prevailed  with  him,  that  the  counfel  did  not 
only  acquiefce  in  his  authority,  but  were  fo  con- 
vinced by  his  reafons,  that  I  have  heard  many 
profefs,  that  he  brought  them  often  to  change 
their  opinions ;  fo  that  his  giving  of  judgment 
was  really  a  learned  lecture  upon  that  point  of 
law  :  and  which  was  yet  more,  the  parties  them- 
felves,  though  intereft  does  too  commonly  corrupt 
the  judgment,  were  generally  fatisfied  with  the 
juftice  of  his  decifions,  even  when  they  were  made 
againft  them.  His  impartial  juftice,  and  great  di- 
ligence, drew  the  chief  practice  after  him,  into 
whatfoever  court  he  came :  fince,  though  the 
courts  of  the  common-pleas,  the  exchequer,  and 
the  king's-bench,  are  appointed  for  the  trial  of 
caufes  of  different  natures,  yet  it  is  eafy  to  bring 
moft  caufes  into  any  of  them,  as  the  counfel  or 
attornies  pleafe  ;  fo  as  he  had  drawn  the  bufinefs 
much  after  him,  both  into  the  common  pleas,  and 
the  exchequer,  it  now  followed  him  into  the 
king's  bench,  and  many  caufes  that  were  depend- 
ing in  the  exchequer  and  not  determined,  were 
let  fall  there,  and  brought  again  before  him  in 
the  court  to  which  he  was  now  removed.  And 
here  did  he  fpend  the  reft  of  his  public  life  and 
employment :  but  about  four  years  and  a  half  af- 
ter this  advancement,  he  who  had  hitherto  enjoy- 
ed a  firm  and  vigorous  health,  to  which  his  great 
temperance  and  the  equality  of  his  mind,  did  not 
a  little  conduce,  was  on  a  fudden  brought  very 
low  by  an  inflammation  in  his  midriff,  which  in 
E  3 
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two  days  time  broke  the  conftitution  of  his  health 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  never  recovered  it :  he 
became  fo  afthmatical,  that  with  great  difficulty 
he  could  fcarce  fetch  his  breath,  that  determined 
in  a  dropfy,  of  which  he  afterwards  died.  He 
under/toed  phyfic  fo  well,  that  confidering  his 
age,  he  concluded  his  diflemper  mud  carry  him 
off  in  a  little  time,  and  therefore  he  refolved  to 
have  fome  of  the  laft  months  of  his  life  referved 
to  himfelf,  that  being  freed  of  all  worldly  cares, 
he  might  be  preparing  for  his  change :  he  was  alfo 
fo  much  difabled  in  his  body,  that  he  could  hard- 
ly, though  fupported  by  his  fervants,  walk  through 
Weftmmfler-Hall,  or  endure  the  toil  of  bufmefs ; 
he  had  been  a  long  time  wearied  with  the  diftrac- 
tions  that  his  employment  had  brought  on  him, 
and  his  profellion  was  become  ungrateful  to  him  ; 
he  loved  to  apply  himfelf  wholly  to  better  purpo- 
fes,  as  will  appear  by  a  paper  that  he  wrote  on 
this  fubjecl:,  which  I  (hall  here  infer t. 

Firft,  "  If  I  confider  the  bufmefs  of  my  profef- 
iion,  whether  as  an  Advocate,  or  as  a  Judge,  it  is 
true  I  do  acknowledge  by  the  inflitution  of  Al- 
mighty God,  and  the  difpenfation  of  his  provi- 
dence, I  am  bound  to  induftry  and  fidelity  in  it : 
and  as  it  is  an  aft  of  obedience  unto  his  will,  it 
carries  with  it  fome  things  of  religious  duty,  and 
I  may,  and  do  take  comfort  in  it,  and  expert  a  re- 
ward of  my  obedience  to  him,  and  the  good  I  do 
to  mankind  therein,  from  the  bounty  and  benefi- 
cence and  promife  of  Almighty  God  ;.  and  it  is 
true  alfo  that  without  fuch  employments,  civil  fo- 
cieties  cannot  be  fupported,  and  great  good  re- 
dounds to  mankind  from  them  ;  and  in  thefe 


SIR  MATTHEW  HALE.  5? 

Tefpe&s  the  confcience  of  my  own  induftry,  fide- 
lity and  integrity  in  them,  is  a  great  comfort  and 
fatisfa&ion  to  me.  But  yet  this  I  mud  fay  con- 
cerning thefe  employments,  confidered  fimply  in 
themfelves,  that  they  are  very  full  of  cares,  anxi- 
eties and  perturbations." 

Secondly,  "  That  though  they  are  beneficial  to 
others,  yet  they  are  of  the  lead  benefit  to  him  that 
is  employed  in  them." 

Thirdly i  "  That  they  do  neceflarily  involve  the 
party,  whofe  office  it  is,  in  great  dangers,  difficul- 
ties, and  calumnies." 

Fourthly,  "  That  they  only  ferve  for  the  meri- 
dian of  this  life,  which  is  (hort  and  uncertain." 

Fifthly,  "  That  though  it  be  my  duty,  faithfully 
to  ferve  in  them,  while  I  am  called  to  them,  and 
till  I  am  duly  called  from  them ;  yet  they  are 
great  confumers  of  that  little  time  we  have  here, 
which  as  it  feems  to  me,  might  be  bettter  fpent  in 
a  pious  contemplative  life,  and  a  due  provifionfor 
eternity  :  I  do  not  know  a  better  temporal  em- 
ployment than  Martha  had,  in  teftifying  her  love 
and  duty  to  our  Saviour,  by  making  provifion 
for  him  ;  yet  our  Lord  tells  her,  That  though  Jhe 
was  troubled  about  many  things,  there  'was  only  one 
thing  neceffary,  and  Mary  had  chofen  the  better 
fart:9 

By  this  the  reader  will  fee  that  he  continued 
in'his  flation  upon  no  other  consideration,  but 
that  being  fet  in  it  by  the  providence  of  God,  he 
judged  he  could  not  abandon  that  pod  which 
was  affigned  him,  without  preferring  his  own  pri- 
vate inclination  to  the  choice  God  had  made  for 
him  j  but  now  that  fame  providence  having  by  this 
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great  diftemper  difengaged  him  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  holding  a  place,  which  he  was  no  longer 
able  to  difcharge,  he  refolved  to  refign  it :  this 
was  no  fooner  furmifed  abroad,  than  it  drew  upon 
him  the  importunities  of  all  his  friends  and  the 
clamour  of  the  whole  town  to  divert  him  from  it, 
but  all  was  to  no  purpofe  ;  there  was  but  one  ar- 
gument that  could  move  him,  which  was  "  that 
he  was  obliged  to  continue  in  the  employment 
God  had  put  him  in  for  the  good  of  the  public  ;" 
but  to  this  he  had  fuch  an  anfwer,  that  even  thofe 
who  were  mod  concerned  in  his  withdrawing, 
could  not  but  fee,  that  the  reafons  inducing  him 
to  it,  were  but  too  ftrong  ;  fo  he  made  applica- 
tions to  his  Majefly  for  his  Writ  of  Eafe,  which 
the  king  was  very  unwilling  to  grant  him,  and 
offered  to  let  him  hold  his  place  ftill,  he  doing 
what  bufinefs  he  could  in  his  chamber  ;  but  he 
faid,  fcC  he  could  not  with  a  good  confcience  con- 
tinue in  it,  fmce  he  was  no  longer  able  to  dif- 
charge  the  duty  belonging  to  it." 

But  yet  fuch  was  the  general  fatisfaclion  which 
all  the  kingdom  received  by  his  excellent  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  that  the  king,  though  he  could 
not  well  deny  his  requeft,  yet  he  deferred  the 
granting  of  it  as  long  as  was  poffible  :  nor  could 
the  Lord  Chancellor  be  prevailed  with  to  move 
the  king  to  haften  his  difcharge,  though  the  Chief 
Juftice  often  prefTed  him  to  it. 

At  Jafl  having  wearied  himfelf,  and  all  his 
friends,  with  his  importunate  defires,  and  growing 
fenfibly  weaker  in  body,  he  did  upon  the  21  ft. 
day  of  February,  28.  Car.  2.  Anno  Dom.  1675. 
go  before  a  mailer  of  the  Chancery,  with  a  little. 
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parchment  deed,  drawn  by  himfelf,  and  written 
all  with  his  own  hand,  and  there  fealed  and  deli- 
vered it,  and  acknowledged  it  to  be  enrolled,  and 
afterwards  he  brought  the  original  deed  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  did  formally  furrender  his 
office  in  thefe  words. 

Omnibus  Chrifti  fidelibus  ad  quos  prafens  Scrip- 
tura  pervenerit,  Matheus  Hale,  miles  Capitalis 
Jujlitiarius  Domini  Regis  ad  placita  cor  am  ipfo  Rege 
tenenda  ajfignatus  Salutem  in  Domino  Sempiternam, 
Noveritis  me  prafatum  Matheum  Hale,  militemjam 
Jen  em  fadum  et  Variis  Corporis  met  Sent Us  m  or  bis 
et  infirmitatibus  dire  Laborantem  et  adhuc  Deten- 
tttm.  Hac  Chartatnea  refignare  etfurfum  reddere 
Sereniffimo  Domino  Nojiro  Carolo  Secundo  Dei  Gra- 
tia Anglic  Scotia  Francia  et  Hibernite,  Regi,  Fidel 
Defenfori,  &c.  Predi&um  Officium  Capitalis  Juf- 
ticiarii  ad  placita  coram  ipfo  Rege  tenenda^  hwnil- 
lime  petens  quod  hoc  Scriptum  irrotaletur  de  Recor- 
do.  In  eujus  rei  Tejiimonium  huic  charta  mea 
Refignationis  Sigillum  meum  appofui,  Dat.  vicejimo 
primo  Die  Februarii  Anno  Regni  dift.  Dom.  Regis 
nunc  Vice/two  Oflavo. 

He  made  this  inflrument  as  he  told  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  two  ends,  the  one  was  to  (hew 
the  t world  his  own  free  concurrence  to  his  re- 
moval :  another  was  to  obviate  an  objection  here- 
tofore made  "  that  a  Chief  Juftice  being  placed 
by  writ,  was  not  removeable  at  pleafure,  as  Judges 
by  patent  were  ;"  which  opinion,  as  he  faid,  was 
once  held  by  his  predeceffor  the  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice Keyling,  and  though  he  himfelf  was  always 
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of  another  opinion,  yet  he  thought  it  reasonable 
to  prevent  fuch  a  fcruple. 

He  had  the  day  before  furrendered  to  the  king 
in  perfon,  who  parted  from  him  with  great  grace, 
wifhing  him  mod  heartily  the  return  of  his  health, 
and  alluring  him  that  he  would  (till  look  upon 
him  as  one  of  his  judges,  and  have  recourfe  to  his 
advice  when  his  health  would  permit,  and  in  the 
mean  time  would  continue  his  penfion  during  his 
life. 

The  good  man  thought  this  bounty  too  great, 
and  an  ill  precedent  for  the  king,  atd  therefore 
writ  a  letter  to  the  lord  treafurer,  earneftly  defir- 
ing  that  his  penfion  might  be  only  during  plea- 
fure,  but  the  king  would  grant  it  for  life,  and 
make  it  payable  quarterly. 

And  yet  for  a  whole  month  together,  he  would 
not  fuffer  his  fervant  to  fue  out  his  patent  for  his 
penfion,  and  when  the  firft  payment  was  received, 
he  ordered  a  great  part  of  it  to  charitable  ufes, 
and  faid,  he  intended  moft  of  it  fhould  be  fo  em- 
ployed  as  long  as  it  was  paid  him. 

At  lad  he  happened  to  die  upon  the  quarter 
day,  which  was  Chriilmas  day,  and  though  this 
might  have  given  fome  occafion  to  a  difpute  whi- 
ther the  penfion  for  that  quarter  were  recoverable, 
yet  the  king  was  pleafed  to  decide  that  matter  a- 
gainft  himfelf,  and  ordered  the  penfion  to  be  .paid 
to  his  executors. 

As  foon  as  he  was  difcharged  from  his  great 
place,  he  returned  home  with  as  much  chearful- 
nefs,  as  his  want  of  health  could  admit  of ;  being 
now  eafed  of  a  burthen  he  had  been  of  late  groan- 
ing undera  and  fo  made  more  capable  of  enjoying 
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that  which  he  had  much  wimed  for,  according  to 
his  elegant  tranflation  of,  or  rather  paraphrafe 
upon  thofe  excellent  lines  in  Seneca's  Thyeftes. 
Ad.  2. 

« 

Stet  quicunque  volet  potent, 
Auke  culmine  lubrico : 
Me  dulcls  Saturet  quiet, 
Obfcuro  pojltus  loco, 
Leni  perfruar  olio  : 
Nullis  nota  Quiritibus, 
JEtas  per  taciturn  fluat. 
Sic  cum  Tranjierint  met, 
Nullo  cum  Strepitu  dies, 
Plebeius  moriar  Senex. 
Illi  mors  gravis  incubat, 
Out  notus  nimis  omnibus, 
Ignotus  moriturjlbi. 

Let  him  that  will  afcend  the  tottering  feat 
Of  our  grandeur^  and  become  as  great 

As  are  his  mounting  wifhes  :  as  for  me, 
Let  fweet  repofe  and  reft  my  portion  be ; 

Give  me  fome  mean  obfcure  recefs,  a  fphere 
Out  of  the  road  of  bufmefs,  or  the  fear 

O,f  falling  lower ;  where  I  fweetly  may 
Myfelf  and  dear  retirement  flill  enjoy : 

Let  not  my  life  or  name  be  known  unto 
The  grandees  of  the  time  toft  to  and  fro 


62  L1PE  AND  DEATH  OF 

By  cenfures  or  applaufe  ;  but  let  my  age 
Slide  gently  by,  not  overthwart  the  flage 

Of  public  a£Hon,  unheard,  unfeen, 
And  unconcerned,  as  if  I  ne'er  had  been. 

And  thus,  while  I  fhall  pafs  my  filent  days 
In  fhady  privacy,  free  from  the  noife 

And  buftles  of  the  mad  world,  then  fhall  I 
A  good  old  innocent  plebeian  die. 

Death  is  a  mere  furprife,  a  very  fnare 

To  him,  that  makes  it  his  life's  greatefl  care 

To  be  a  public  pageant,  known  to  all, 
But  unacquainted  with  himfelf,  doth  fall. 

Having  now  attained  to  that  privacy  which  he 
had  no  lefs  ferioufly  than  pioufly  wimed  for,  he 
called  all  his  fervants  that  had  belonged  to  his  of- 
fice together,  and  told  them,  he  had  now  laid 
down  his  place,  and  fo  their  employments  were  de- 
termined ;  upon  that  he  adviled  them  to  fee  for 
themfelves,  and  gave  to  fome  of  them  very  confi- 
derable  prefents,  and  to  every  one  of  them  a  to- 
ken, and  fo  difmifled  all  thofe  that  were  not  his 
domeftics :  He  was  difcharged  the  fifteenth  of 
February,  1675  ;  and  lived  the  Chriflmas  follow- 
ing, but  all  the  while  was  in  fo  ill  a  ftate  of  health, 
that  there  was  no  hopes  of  his  recovery  :  he  con- 
tinued (till  to  retire  often,  both  for  his  devotions 
and  ftudies,  and  as  long  as  he  could  go,  went  con- 
flantly  to  his  clofet,  and  when  his  infirmities  en- 
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creafed  on  him,  fo  that  he  was  not  able  to  go  thi- 
ther himfelf,  he  made  his  fervants  carry  him  thi- 
ther in  a  chair.  At  lad,  as  the  winter  came  on, 
he  faw  with  great  joy  his  deliverance  approaching, 
for  befides  his  being  weary  of  the  world,  and  his 
longings  for  the  bleffednefs  of  another  date,  his 
pains  encreafed  fo  on  him,  that  no  patience  infe- 
rior to  his  could  have  borne  them  without  a  great 
uneafmefs  of  mind ;  yet  he  expreifed  to  the  laft 
fuch  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  fo  equal  a 
temper  under  them,  that  it  was  vifible  then  what 
mighty  effects  his  philofophy  and  Chriftianity  had 
on  him,  in  fupporting  him  under  fuch  a  heavy 
load. 

He  could  not  lie  down  in  bed  above  a  year  be- 
fore^his  death,  by  reafon  of  the  Afthma,  but  fat, 
rather  than  lay  in  it. 

He  was  attended  in  his  ficknefs,  by  a  pious  and 
worthy  divine  Mr.  Evan  Griffith,  minifter  of  the 
parifh  ;  and  it  was  obferved  that  in  all  the  extre- 
mities of  his  pain,  whenever  he  prayed  by  him, 
he  forbore  all  complaints  or  groans,  but  with  his 
hands  and  eyes  lifted  up,  was  fixed  in  his  devo- 
tions :  Not  long  before  his  death,  the  minifter 
told  him,  there  was  to  be  a  facrament  next  Sunday 
at  church,  but  he  believed  he  could  not  come  and 
partake  with  the  reft  ;  therefore  he  would  give  it 
to  him  in  his  own  houfe :  But  he  anfwered,  no  j 
his  heavenly  Father  had  prepared  a  feaft  for  him, 
he  would  go  to  his  Father's  houfe  to  partake  of 
it :  fo  he  made  himfelf  be  carried  thither  in  his 
chair,  where  he  received  the  facrament  on  his 
knees,  with  great  devotion,  which  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  was  the  greater,  becaufe  he  apprehended  it 
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was  to  be  his  laft,  and  fo  took  it  as  his  viaticum 
and  provifion  for  his  journey.  He  had  fome  fe- 
cret  unaccountable  prefages  of  his  death,  for  he 
faid,  that  if  he  did  not  die  on  fuch  a  day,  (which 
fell  to  be  the  25th.  of  November)  he  believed  he 
ihould  live  a  month  longer,  and  he  died  that  very 
day  month.  He  continued  to  enjoy  the  free  ufe 
of  his  reafon  and  fenfe  to  the  lad  moment,  which 
he  had  often  and  earned ly  prayed  for  during  his 
ficknefs  :  And  when  his  voice  was  fo  funk  that  he 
could  not  be  heard,  they  perceived  by  the  almofl 
conftant  lifting  up  of  his  eyes  and  hands,  that  he 
was  flill  afpiring  towards  that  blefled  ftate  of 
which  he  was  now  fpeedily  to  be  poffefied. 

He  had  for  many  years  a  particular  devotion 
for  Chriftmas-day,  and  after  he  had  received  the 
facrament,  and  been  in  the  performance  of  the 
public  worlhip  of  that  day,  he  commonly  wrote  a 
copy  of  verfes  on  the  honour  of  his  Saviour,  as  a 
fit  expreflion  of  the  joy  he  felt  in  his  foul,  at  the 
return  of  that  glorious  anniverfary.  There  are 
feventeen  of  thofe  copies  printed,  which  he  writ  on 
feventeen  feveral  Chriftmas-days,  by  which  the 
world  has  a  tafte  of -his  poetical  genius,  in  which 
if  he  had  thought  it  worth  his  time  to  have  ex- 
celled, he  might  have  been  eminent  as  well  as  in 
other  things ;  but  he  writ  them  rather  to  enter- 
tain himfelf,  than  to  merit  the  laurel. 

I  fhall  here  add  one  which  has  not  been  yet 
printed,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  it  was  the  laft  he 
writ ;  it  is  a  paraph rafe  on  Simeon's  fong  ;  I  take 
it  from  his  blotted  copy  not  at  all  fmimed,  fo  the 
reader  is  to  make  allowance  for  any  imperfeftioa 
he  may  find  in  it. 
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BleiTed  Creator,  who  before  the  birth 

Of  time,  or  e're  the  pillars  of  the  earth 

Were  fix't  or  fornvd ;  didft  lay  that  great  de- 

fign 

Of  man's  redemption,  and  did'il  define 
In  thine  eternal  councils  all  the  fcene 
Of  that  flupenduous  bufmefs,  and  when 
Ir  mould  appear,  and  though  the  very  day 
Of  its  epiphany,  concealed  lay 
Within  thy  mind,,  yet  thou  wert  pleas'd  to  mow 
Some  glimpfes  of  it  unto  men  below, 
In  vinous,  types,  and  prophecies,  as  we 
Things  at  a  diftance  in  perfpe&ive  fee  : 
Bat  thou  wert  pleas'd  to  let  thy  fervant  know 
That  that  bleit  hour ;  that  ie-em'd  to  move  fo 

flow 

Through  former  ages,  mould  at  laft  attain 
Its  time,  e're  my  few  fands,  that  yet  remain 
Are  fpent ;  and  that  thefe  aged  eyes 
Should  fee  the  day,  when  Jacob's  ftar  mould  rife. 
And  now  thou  haft  fulnl'd  it,  blefll-d  Lord 
Difmifs  me  now,  according  to  thy  word  ; 
And  let  my  aged  body  now  return 
To  reft,  and  duft.  and  drop  into  an  urn. 
For  I  have  livM  enough,  mine  eyes  have  feen 
Thy  much  defired  i'alvation,  that  hath  been 
So  long,  fo  dearly  wiih'd,  the  joy  ;   the  hope 
Of  all  the  ancient  patriarchs  the  fcope 
'Of  all  the  prophecies,  and  myfteries  ; 
Of  all  the  types  unvail'd,  the  hiftories 
Of  Jewim  church  unridi'd,  and  the  bright 
And  orient  fun  arifen  to  give  light 
To  Gentiles,  and  the  joy  of  Ifrael, 
The  worlds  Redeemer,  bleft  Immanud. 
F  2 
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Let  this  fight  clofe  mine  eyes,  'tis  lofs  to  fee 
After  this  vifion,  any  fight  but  Thee  : 

Thus  he  ufed  to  fmg  on  the  former  Chriflmas- 
days,  but  now  he  was  to  be  admitted  to  bear  his 
part  in  the  new  fongs  above ;  fo  that  day  which 
he  had  fpent  in  fo  much  fpiritual  joy,  proved  to 
be  indeed  the  day  of  his  Jubilee  and  deliverance, 
for  between  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon,    he 
breathed  out  his  righteous  and  pious  foul.     His 
end  was  peace,  he  had  no  ftrugglings,  nor  feemed 
to  be  in  any  pangs  in  his  lad  moments.     He  was 
buried  on  the  4th.  of  January,  Mr.  Griffith  preach- 
ing- the  funeral  fermon,  his  text  was  the  57  of  Ifa. 
1  verfe.  The  righteous  perifheth,  and  no  man  layeth 
it  to  heart ;  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away>  none 
confidering  that  the  righteous  is   taken  away  from 
the  evil  to  come.     Which  how  fitly  it  was  applica- 
ble upon  this  occafion,  all  that  confider  the  courfe 
of  his  life,  will  eafily  conclude.     He  was  interred 
in  the  church-yard  of  Alderly,  among  his  ancef- 
tors ;   he  did  not  much   approve  of  burying   in 
churches,  and  ufed  to  fay  the  churches  were  for 
the  living,  and  the  church-yard  for  the  dead.  His 
monument  was  like  himfelf,  decenc   and   plain ; 
the  tomb-done  was  black  marble,  and  the  fides 
were  black  and  white  marble ;  upon  which  he 
himfelf  had  ordered  this  bare  and  humble  infcrip- 
tion  to  be  made, 

HIC    INHUMATUR    CORPUS    MATTHEI   HALE, 

MILITIS  ; 
ROBERTI  HALE,  ET    JOANNA,    UXORIS  EJUS, 

FILII  UNiCI. 
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MATI  IN  HAC  PAROCH1A  DE  ALDERLY,  PRI- 
MO  DIE  NOVEMBRIS,  ANNO  DOM.  1609. 
DENATI  VERO  IBIDEM  V1CESIMO  QUINTO 
DIE  DECEMBR1S,  ANNO  DOM.  16?6. 
TIS 


Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  moft  re- 
markable things  of  his  life,  I  am  now  to  prefent 
the  reader  with  fuch  a  character  of  him,  as  the 
laying  his  feveral  virtues  together  will  amount  to  : 
in  which  I  know  how  difficult  a  tafk  I  undertake; 
for  to  write  defectively  of  him,  were  to  injure 
him,  and  leflen  the  memory  of  one  to  whom  I  in- 
tend to  do  all  the  right  that  is  in  my  power.  On 
the  other  hand  there  is  fo  much  here  to  be  com- 
mended, and  propofed  for  the  imitation  of  others, 
that  I  am  afraid  fome  may  imagine,  I  am  rather 
making  a  picture  of  him,  from  an  abftraded  idea 
of  great  virtues,  and  perfections,  than  fetting  him 
out,  as  he  truly  was :  But  there  is  great  encou- 
ragement in  this,  that  I  write  concerning  a  man  fo 
freih  in  all  people's  remembrance,  that  is  fo  lately 
dead  ;  and  was  fo  much  and  fo  well  known,  that 
I  (hall  have  vouchers,  who  will  be  ready  to  juftify 
nie  in  all  that  I  am  to  relate,  and  to  add  a  great 
deal  to  what  I  can  fay. 

It  has  appeared  in  the  account  of  his  various 
learning,  how  great  his  capacities  were,  and  how 
much  they  were  improved  by  conftant  ftudy  :  He  : 
rofe  always  early  in  the  morning,  loved  to  walk 
much  abroad,  not  only  for  his  health,  but  he 
thought  it  opened  his  mind,  and  enlarged  his 
thoughts  to  have  the  creation  of  God  before  his 
eyes.  When  he  fet  himfelf  to  any  ftudy,  he  ufed 
F  3 
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to  caft  his  defign  in  a  fcheme,  which  he  did  with 
a  great  exa&nefs  of  method  ;  he  took  nothing  on 
truft,  but  purfued  his  enquiries  as  far  as  they  could 
go,  and  as  he  was  humble  enough  to  confefs  his 
ignorance,  and  fubmit  to  myfteries  which  he  could 
not  comprehend,  fo  he  was  not  eafily  impofed  on, 
by  any  mews  of  reafon,  or  the  bugbears  of  vulgar 
opinions  :  He  brought  all  his  knowledge  as  much 
to  fcientifical  principles,  as  he  poilibly  could, 
which  made  him  neglect  the  ftudy  of  tongues,  for 
the  bent  of  his  mind  lay  another  way.  Difcourf- 
ing  once  of  this  to  fome,  they  faid,  they  looked 
on  the  common  law,  as  a  fludy  that  could  not  be 
brought  into  a  fcheme,  nor  formed  into  rational 
icience,  by  reafon  of  the  indigeftednefs  of  it,  and 
the  multiplicity  of  the  cafes  in  it,  which  rendered 
it  very  hard  to  be  underftood,  or  reduced  into  a 
method  ;  but  he  faid,  he  was  not  of  their  mind, 
and  fo  quickly  after,  he  drew  with  his  own  hand, 
a  fcheme  of  the  whole  order  and  parts  of  it,  in  a 
large  meet  of  paper,  to  the  great  fatisfa&ion  of 
thofe  to  whom  he  fent  it.  Upon  this  hint,  fome 
prefled  him  to  compile  a  body  of  the  Englifh  law  ; 
it  could  hardly  ever  be  done  by  a  man  who  knew 
it  better,  and  would  with  more  judgment  and  in- 
duflry  have  put  it  into  method  ;  but  he  faid,  as  it 
was  a  great  and  noble  defign,  which  would  be  of 
vaft  advantage  to  the  nation  ;  fo  it  was  too  much 
for  a  private  man  to  undertake.  It  was  not  to  be 
entered  upon,  but  by  the  command  of  a  prince, 
and  with  the  communicated  endeavours  of  fome 
of  the  mod  eminent  of  the  profeflion. 

He  had  great  vivacity  in  his  fancy,  as  may  ap- 
pear by  his  inclination  to  poetry,  ^and  the  lively  il« 
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luftrations,  and  many  tender  drains  in  his  contem- 
plations ;  but  he  looked  on  eloquence  and  wit,  as 
things  to  be  ufed  very  chaflely,  in  ferious  matters, 
which  mould  come  under  a  feverer  inquiry : 
Therefore  he  was  both,  when  at  the  bar,  and  on 
the  bench,  a  great  enemy  to  all  eloquence  or  rhe- 
toric in  pleading :  He  faid,  if  the  judge  or  Jury 
had  a  right  understanding,  it  fignified  nothing,  but 
a  wade  of  time,  and  lofs  of  ihe.words  ;  and  if  they 
were  weak  and  eafily  wrought  on,  it  was  a  more 
decent  way  of  corrupting  them,  by  bribing  their 
fancies,  and  biaffing  their  affe&ions  ;  and  wonder- 
ed much  at  that  affectation  of  the  French  lawyers 
in  imitating  the  Roman  orators  in  their  pleadings. 
Por  the  oratory  of  the  Romans,  was  occafioned 
by  their  popular  government  and  the  factions  of 
the  city,  fo  that  thofe  who  intended  to  excel  in 
the  pleading  of  caufes,  were  trained  up  in  the 
fchools  of  the  Rhetors,  till  they  became  ready  and 
expert  in  that  lufcious  way  of  difcourfe.  It  is  true, 
the  compofures  of  fuch  a  man  as  Tully  was,  who 
mixed  an  extraordinary  quicknefs,  an  exact  judg- 
ment, and  a  juft  decorum  with  his  (kill  in  Rheto- 
ric, do  flill  entertain  the  readers  of  them  with  great 
pleafure  :  But  at  the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  there  is  not  that  clofenefs  of 
rcafoning,  nor  that  juflnefs  of  figures  in  his  ora- 
tions, that  is  in  his  other  writings  ;  fo  that  a  great 
dea"!  was  faid  by  him,  rather  becaufe  he  knew  it 
would  be  acceptable  to  his  auditors,  than  that  it 
was  approved  of  by  himfelf,  and  all  who  read 
them,  will  acknowledge,  they  are  better  pleafed 
with  them  as  eflays  of  wit  and  ftyle,  then  as  plead- 
ings, by  which  fuch  a  judge  as  ours  was*  would 
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not  be  mucli  wrought  on.  And  if  there  are  fuch 
grounds  to  cenfure  the  performances  of  the  great* 
ell  matter  in  eloquence,  we  may  eafily  infer  what 
naufeous  difcourfes  the  other  Orators  made,  fmce 
in  oratory  as  well  as  in  poetry,  none  can  do  indif- 
ferently. So  our  judge  wondered  to  find  the 
French,  that  live  under  a  monarchy,  fo  fond  of 
imitating  that  which  was  an  ill  effect  of  the  popular 
government  of  Rome  :  He  therefore  pleaded  him- 
ielf  always  in  few  words,  and  home  to  the  point : 
and  when  he  was  a  judge,  he  held  thofe  that  plead- 
ed before  him,  to  be  the  main  hinge  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  cut  them  fhort  when  they  made  excur- 
fions  about  circumftances  of  no  moment ;  by 
which  he  faved  much  time,  and  made  the  chief 
difficulties  be  well  flated  and  cleared. 

There  was  another  cuftom  among  the  Romans, 
which  he  as  much  admired,  as  he  defpifed  their 
rhetoric,  which  was  that  the  Juris-Confults  were 
the  men  of  the  highefl  quality,  who  were  bred  to 
be  capable  of  the  chief  employment  in  the  ftate, 
and  became  the  great  mafters  of  their  law  :  thefe 
gave  their  opinions  of  all  cafes  that  were  put  to 
them  freely,  judging  it  below  them  to  take  any 
prefent  for  it ;  and  indeed  they  were  only  the 
true  Lawyers  among  them,  whofe  refolutions  were 
of  that  authority,  that  they  made  one  claffis  of 
thofe  materials  out  of  which  Trebonian  compiled 
digefts  under  Juftinian  ;  for  the  Orators  or  ca'ufi- 
dici  that  pleaded  caufes,  knew  little  of  the  law, 
and  only  employed  their  mercenary  tongues,  to 
•work  on  the  affections  of  the  people  and  fenate  or 
the  pretors :  Even  in  mod  of  Tully's  Orritions 
there  is  little  of  law  and  that  little  which  they 
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might  fprinkle  in  their  declamations,  they  had  not 
from  their  own  knowledge,  but  the  refolution  of 
fome  Juris- Confult :  according  to  that  famous 
flory  of  Servius  Sulpitius,  who  was  a  celebrated 
orator,  and  being  to  receive  the  refolution  of  one 
of  thofe  that  were  learned  in  the  law,  was  fo  igno- 
rant, that  he  could  not  underftand  it ;  upon  which 
the  Juris- Confult  reproached  him  and  faid,  it  was 
a  fhame  for  him  that  was  a  nobjeman,  a  fenator, 
and  a  pleader  of  caufes,  to  be  thus  ignorant  of 
law :  this  touched  him  fo  fenfibly,  that  he  fet  a- 
bout  the  ftudy  of  it,  and  became  one  of  the  mod 
eminent  Juris-Confults  that  ever  were  at  Rome. 
Our  judge  thought  it  might  become  the  greatnefs 
of  a  prince,  to  encourage  fuch  a  fort  of  men,  and 
of  ftudies  ;  in  which  none  in  the  age  he  lived  in 
was  equal  to  the  great  Selden,  who  was  truly  in 
our  Englifh  law,  what  the  old  Roman  Juris-Con- 
fults were  in  theirs. 

But  where  a  decent  eloquence  was  allowable, 
judge  Hale  knew  how  to  have  excelled  as  much 
as  any,  either  in  illuflrating  reafonings,  by  proper 
and  well  purfued  fimilies,  or  by  fuch  tender  ex- 
preflions  as  might  work  mod  on  the  affeclions,  fo 
that  the  prefent  lord  Chancellor,  has  often  faid  of 
him  fmce  his  death,  that  he  was  the  greateft  ora- 
tor he  had  known ;  for  though  his  words  came 
not  fluently  from  him,  yet  when  they  were  out, 
they  were  the  moft  fignificant,  and  expreflive,  that 
the  matter  could  bear  :  of  this  fort  there  are  many 
in  his  contemplations  made  to  quicken  his  own 
devotion,  which  have  a  life  in  them  becoming  him 
that  ufed  them,  and  a  foftnefs  fit  to  melt  even  the 
bariheft  tempers,  accommodated  to  the  gravity  of 
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the  fubjeft,  and  apt  to  excite  warm  thoughts  in 
the  readers  that  as  they  fhew  his  excellent  temper 
that  brought  them  out,  and  applied  them  to  him- 
felf,  fo  they  are  of  great  ufe  to  all,  who  would 
•both  inform  and  quicken  their  minds.     Of  his  il- 
luftration  of  things  by  proper  fimilies,  I  mall  give 
a  large  inftance  out  of  his  book  of  the  Origination 
of  Mankind,  defigned  to  expofe  the  feveral  differ- 
ent hypothefes  th^e  philofophers  fell  on  concerning 
the  eternity  and  original  of  the  univerfe,  and  to 
prefer  the  account  given  by  Moles,  to  all  their 
conjectures  ;   in  which,  if  my  fade  does  not  mif- 
guide  me,  the  reader  will  find  a  rare  and  very 
agreeable  mixture,  both  of  fine  wit,  and  iblid 
learning  and  judgment. 

That  which  may  illuftrate  my  meaning  in  this 
preference  of  the  revealed  light  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
-tures,  touching  this  matter,  above  the  effays  of  a 
philosophical  imagination,  may  be  this.  Suppofe 
that  Greece  being  unacquainted  with  the  curiofity 
of  mechanical  engines,  though  known  in  fome  re- 
mote region  of  the  world,  and  that  an  excellent 
artift  had  fecretly  brought  and  depofited  in  fome 
field  or  foreft,  fome  excellent  watch  or  clock, 
which  had  been  fo  formed,  that  the  original  of  its 
•motion  were  hidden,  and  involved  in  fome  clofe 
contrived  piece  of  mechanifm,  that  this  watch 
was  fo  framed,  that  the  motion  thereof  might  have 
laded  a  year,  or  fome  fuch  time  as  might  give  a 
reafonable  period  for  their  philofophical  defcanting 
concerning  it,  and  that  in  the  plain  table  there  had 
been  not  only  the  defcription  and  indication  of 
hours,  but  the  configurations  and  indications  of 
eth  various  phafes  of  the  moon,  the  motion  and 
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place  of  the  fun  in  the  ecliptic,  and  divers  other 
curious  indications  of  celeftial  motions,  and  that 
the  fcholars  of  the  feveral  fchools,  of  Epicurus,  of 
Ariftotle,  of  Plato,  and  the  reft  of  thofe  philofo- 
phical  fefts,  had  cafually  in  their  walk,  found  this 
admirable  Automaton ;  what  kind  of  work  would 
there  have  been  made  by  every  feet,  in  giving  an 
account  of  this  phenomenon  ?  We  mould  have 
had  the  Epicurean  feel:,  have  told  the  byflanders 
according  to  their  pre-conceived  hypothecs,  that 
this  was  nothing  elle  but  an  accidental  concretion* 
of  atoms,  that  happily  fallen  together  had  made  up 
the  index,  the  wheels,  and  the  ballance,  and  that 
being  happily  fallen  into  this  pofture,  they  were 
put  into  motion.    Then  the  Cartefian  falls  in  with 
him,  as  to  the  main  of  their  fuppofition,  but  tells 
him,  that  he  doth  not  fufficiently  explicate  how 
the   engine   is  put   into   motion    and   therefore 
to  furnifh   this  motion,    there  is  a  certain  ma- 
term  fubtilis  that  pervades  this  engine,  and  the 
moveable  parts,  confiding  of  certain  globular  a- 
toms  apt  for  motion ;  they  are  thereby,  and  by 
the  mobility  of  the  globular  atoms  put  into  mo- 
tion.    A  third  finding  fault  with  the  two  former, 
becaufe  thefe  motions  are  fo  regular,  and  do  ex-% 
prefs  the  various  phenomena  of  the  diftribution  of 
time,  and  of  the  heavenly  motions  ;  therefore  it 
feems  to  him,  that  this  engine  and  motion  alfo,  fo 
analogical  to  the  motions  of  the  heavens,  was 
wrought  by  fome  admirable  conjunction  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  which  formed  this  inftrument  and 
its  motions,  in  fuch  an  admirable  correfpondency 
to  its  own  exiftence.     A  fourth,  difliking  the  fup- 
pofitions  of  the  three  former,  tells  the  reft,  that 
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he  hath  a  more  plain  and  evident  folution  cf  the 
phenomenon,  namely,  the  imiverfal  foul  of  the 
world  or  Spirit  of  nature,  that  formed  fo  many 
forts  of  infe&s  with  fo  many  organs,  faculties,  and 
fuch  congruity  of  their  whole  compofition,  and 
fuch  curious  and  various  motions  as  we  may  ob- 
ferve  in  them,  hath  formed  and  fet  into  motion 
this  admirable  Automaton  and  regulated  and  or- 
dered it,  with  all  thefe  congruities  we  fee  in  it. 
Then  fteps  in  an  Ariftotelian,  and  being  diflatisfied 
with  all  the  former  folutions,  tells  them,  Gentle- 
men, you  are  all  miftaken,  your  folutions  are  in- 
explicable and  unfatisfactory,  you  have  taken  up 
certain  precarious  hypothefis,  and  being  prepof- 
fefTed  with  thefe  creatures  of  your  own  fancies, 
and  in  love  with  them,  right  or  wrong,  you  form 
all  your  conceptions  of  things  according  to  thofe 
fancied  and  pre- conceived  imaginations.  Thefhort 
of  the  bufinefs  is  this  machina  is  eternal ;  and  fo 
are  all  the  motions  of  it,  and  in  as  much  as  a  cir- 
cular motion  hath  no  beginning  or  end,  this  mo- 
tion that  you  fee  both  in  the  wheels  and  index, 
and  the  fucceflive  indications  of  the  celeftial  mo- 
tions, is  eternal,  and  without  beginning.     And 
this  is  a  ready  and  expedite  way  of  folving   the 
phenomena,  without  fo  much  ado  as  you  have 
made  about  it, 

And  whilft  all  the  mafters  were  thus  contriving, 
the  folution  of  the  phenomenon,  in  the  hearing-of 
the  Artift  that  made  it,  and  when  they  had  all 
fpent  their  philofophizing  upon  it,  the  Artift  that 
made  this  engine,  and  all  this  while  liftened  to 
their  admirable  fancies,  tells  them,  Gentlemen, 
you  have  difcovered  very  much  excellency  .of  in- 
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vention  touching  this  piece  of  work  that  is  before 
you,  but  you  are  all  miferably  midaken  :  for  it 
was  I  that  made  this  watch,  and  brought  it  hi- 
ther, and  I  will  {hew  you  how  I  made  it.  Firft, 
I  wrought  the  fpring,  and  fufee  ;  and  the  wheels, 
and  the  ballance,  and  the  cafe  and  table ;  I  fitted 
them  one  to  another,  and  placed  thefe  feveral  axes 
that  are  to  direct  the  motions,  of  the  index  to  dif- 
cover  the  hour  of  the  day,  of  the  figure  that  dif- 
covers  the  phafes  of  the  moon,  and  the  other  va- 
rious motions  that  you  fee ;  and  then  I  put  it  to- 
gether, and  wound  up  the  fpring,  which  hath 
given  all  thefe  motions,  that  you  fee  in  this  curi- 
ous piece  of  work,  and  that  you  may  be  fure  I 
tell  you  true,  I  will  tell  you  the  whole  order  and 
progrefs  of  my  making,  difpofing  and  ordering  of 
this  piece  of  work  ;  the  feveral  materials  of  it,  the 
manner  of  the  forming  of  every  individual  part  of 
it,  and  how  long  I  was  about  it.  This  plain  and 
evident  difcovery  renders  all  thofe  excogitated  hy- 
pothefis of  thofe  philofophical  enthufiafts  vain  and 
ridiculous,  without  any  great  help  of  rhetorical 
flourimes,  or  logical  confutations.  And  much  of 
the  fame  nature  is  that  difparity  of  the  hypothefis 
of  the  learned  philofophers  in  relation  to  the  ori- 
gination of  the  world  and  man  after  a  great  deal 
of  duft  raifed,  and  fanciful  explications  and  unin- 
telligible hypothefis  :  The  plain,  but  divine  narra- 
tive'by  the  hand  of  Mofes,  full  of  fenfe,  and  con- 
gruity,  and  clearnefs,  and  reafonablenefs  in  itfelf, 
does  at  the  fame  moment  give  us  a  true  and  clear 
difcovery  of  this  great  myftery,  and  renders  all 
the  eflays  of  the  generality  of  the  Heathen  philofo- 
phers to  be  vain,  inevident,  and  indeed  inexplica- 
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ble  theories,  the  creatures  of  fancy,  and  imagi- 
nation and  nothing  elfe.] 

As  for  his  virtues,  they  have  appeared  fo  con- 
fpicuous  in  all  the  feveral  tranfactions  and  turns  of 
hig  life,  that  it  may  feem  needlefs  to  add  any  more 
of  them  than  has  been  already  related,  but  there 
are  many  particular  inftances  which  I  knew  not 
how  to  fit  to  the  feveral  years  of  his  life,  which 
will  give  us  a  clearer  and  better  view  of  him. 

He  was  a  devout  Chriftian,  a  fmcere  Proteftant, 
and  a  true  fon  of  the  church  of  England  ;  mode- 
rate towards  Diflenters,  and  juft  even  to  thofe  from 
whom  he  differed  moft  ;  which  appeared  fignally 
in  the  care  he  took  of  preferving  the  Quakers, 
from  that  mifchief  that  was  like  to  fall  on  them, 
by  declaring  their  marriages  void,  and  fo  baftard- 
ing  their  children ;  but,  he  confidered  marriage 
and  fucceffion  as  a  right  of  nature,  from  which 
none  ought  to  be  barred  what  miftake  foever  they 
might  be  under,  in  the  points  of  revealed  religion. 
And  therefore  in  a  trial  that  was  before  him,  when 
a  Quaker  was  fued  for  fome  debts  owing  by  his 
"wife  before  he  married  her,  and  the  Quakers  coun- 
fel  pretended,  that  it  was  no  marriage  that  had 
paft  between  them,  fmce  it  was  not  folemnized  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  church  of  England ; 
he  declared  that  he  was  not  willing  on  his  own 
opinion  to  make  their  children  baftards  and  .gave 
directions  to  the  Jury  to  find  it  fpecial.  It  was  a 
reflection  on  the  whole  party,  that  one  of  them 
to  avoid  an  inconvenience  he  had  fallen  in,  thought 
to  have  preferred  himfelf  by  a  defence,  that  if  it 
had  been  allowed  in  law,  muft  have  made  their 
whole  iffue  baftards,  and  incapable  of  fucceffion. 
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and  for  all  their  pretended  friendfhip  to  one  ano- 
ther, if  this  judge  had  not  been  more  their  friend, 
then  one  of  thofe  they  fo  called,  their  pofterity 
had  been  little  obliged  to  them.  But  he  go- 
verned himfelf  indeed  by  the  law  of  the  gofpel  of 
doing  to  others,  what  he  would  have  others  do  to  him9 
and  therefore  becaufe  he  would  have  thought  it 
a  hardfhip  not  without  cruelty  if  amongft  Papifts 
all  marriages  were  nulled  which  had  not  been, 
aiade  with  all  the  ceremonies  in  the  Roman  ritual, 
fo  he  applying  this  to  the  cafe  of  the  Sectaries,  he 
thought  all  marriages  made  according  to  the  fe- 
veral  perfuafions  of  men,  ought  to  have  their  ef- 
fects in  law. 

He  ufed  conftantly  to  worfhip  God  in  his  fami- 
ly, performing  it  always  himfelf,  if  there  was  no 
Clergyman  prefent :  But  as  to  his  private  ex;er- 
eifes,  in  devotion.  He  took  that  extraordinary 
care  to  keep  what  he  did  fecret,  that  this  part  of 
his  character  muft  be  defective,  except  it  be  ac- 
knowledged that  his  humility  in  covering  it,  com- 
mends him  much  more  than  the  higheft  expref- 
iions  of  devotion  could  have  done. 

From  the  firft  time  that  the  impreffions  of  reli- 
gion fettled  deeply  in  his  mind,  he  ufed  great  cau- 
tion to  conceal  it :  not  only  in  obedience  to  the 
rules  given  by  our  Saviour,  of faftin^  pra ying  an d 
giving  alms  in  fee  ret ;  but  from  a  particular  dif- 
ttuft  he  had  of  himfelf,  for  he  faid  he  was  afraid, 
he  mould  at  fome  time  or  other,  do  fome  enor- 
mous things,  which  if  he  were  looked  on  as  a  very 
religious  man,  might  caft  a  reproach  on  the  pro* 
feffion  of  it,  and  give  great  advantages  to  impious 
men,  to  blafpheme  the  name  of  God  :  But  a  tree 
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is  known  by  its  fruit  and  he  lived  not  only  free  of 
blemiflies,  or  fcandal,  but  mined  in  all  the  parts 
of  his  converfation  :  and  perhaps  the  diftruil  he 
was  in  of  himfdf  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
purity  of  his  life ;  for  he  being  thereby  obliged 
to  be  more  watchful  over  himfelf,  and  to  depend 
more  on  the  aids  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  no  wonder 
if  that  humble  temper  produced  thofe  excellent 
efFecls  in  him. 

He  had  a  foul  enlarged  and  raifed  above  that 
mean  appetite  of  loving  money,  which  is  generally 
the  root  of  all  evil.  He  did  not  take  the  profits 
that  he  might  have  had  by  his  practice,  for  in 
common  cafes,  when  thofe  who'  came  to  afk  his 
counfel  gave  him  a  piece,  he'ufcd  to  give  back 
the  half,  and  fo  made  ten  {hillings  his  fee,  in  or- 
dinary matters  that  did  not  require  much  time 
or  ftudy  :  if  he  faw  a  caufe  was  unjuft,  he  for  a 
great  while  would  not  meddle  further  in  it,  but  to 
give  his  advice  that  it  was  fo  ;  if  the  parties  after 
that,  would  go  on,  they  were  to  feek  another 
counfellor ;  for  he  would  affift  none  in  ads  of 
injuftice  :  if  he  found  the  caufe  doubtful  or  weak 
in  point  of  law,  he  always  advifed  his  clients  to 
agree  their  bufmefs  :  yet  afterwards  he  abated 
much  of  the  fcrupulofity  he  had  about  caufes  that 
appeared  at  firft  view  unjuft,  upon  this  occasion : 
there  were  two  caufes  brought  to  him,  which.,  by 
the  ignorance  of  the  party  or  their  attorney,  were 
fo  ill  reprefented  to  him,  that  they  feemed  to  be 
very  bad,  but  he  enquiring  more  narrowly  into 
them,  found  they  were  really  very  good  and  juft  ; 
fo  after  this  he  flackened  much  of  his  former  ftrift- 
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nefs  of  refufing  to  meddle  in  caufes  upon  the  ill 
circumftances  that  appeared  in  them  at  nrft. 

In  his  pleading  he  abhorred  thofe  two  common 
faults  of  mifreciting  evidences,  quoting  precedents, 
or  books  falfly,  or  averting  things  confidently  ;  by 
which  ignorant  Juries,  or  weak  Judges,  are  too 
often  wrought  on.  He  pleaded  with  the  fame 
fincerity  that  he  ufed  in  other  parts  of  his  life, 
and  ufed  to  fay  "  was  as  great  a  difhonour  as  a 
man  was  capable  of,  that  for  a  little  money  he 
was  to  be  hired  to  fay  or  do  otherwife  than  as  he 
thought."  All  this  he  afcribed  to  the  unmeafur* 
able  defires  of  heaping  up  wealth,  which  corrupted 
the  fouls  of  fome  that  feemed  to  be  otherwife 
born  and  made  for  great  things.  When  he  was 
a  practitioner,  differences  were  often  referred  to 
him  which  he  fettled,  but  would  accept  of  no  re* 
ward  for  his  pains,  though  offered  by  both  parties 
together,  after  the  agreement  was  made  ;  for  he 
faid  "  on  thofe  cafes  he  was  made  Judge,  and  a 
Judge  ought  to  take  no  money."  If  they  told 
him,  "  he  loft  much  of  his  time  in  considering 
their  bufinefs,  and  fo  ought  to  be  acknowledged 
for  it ;"  his  anfwer  was  (as  one  that  heard  it  told 
me,)  "  Can  I  fpend  my  time  better,  than  to  make 
people  friends,  muft  I  have  no  time  allowed  me 
to  do  good  in." 

He  was  naturally  a  quick  man,  yet  by  much 
practice  on  himfelf,  he  iubdued  that  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree that  he  would  never  run  fuddenly  into  any 
conclufion  concerning  any  matter  of  importance, 
Feftina  lente  was  his  beloved  motto,  which  h^  or- 
dered 10  be  engraven  on  the  head  of  his  (taff,  and 
was  often  heard  fay,  "  that  he  had  obferved  many 
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witty  men  run  into  great  errors,  becaufe  they  did 
not  give  themfelves  time  to  think,  but  the  heat  of 
imagination  making  ibme  notions  appear  in  good 
colours  to  them,  they  without  flaying  till  that 
cooled,  were  violently  led  by  the  impulfe  it  made 
on  them,  whereas  calm  and  flow  men,  who  pafs 
dull  in  the  common  eftimation,  could  fearch  after 
truth  and  find  it  out,  as  with  more  deliberation, 
fo  with  greater  certainty. 

He  laid  afide  the  tenth  penny  of  all  he  got  for 
the  poor,  and  took  great  care  to  be  well  informed 
of  proper  objects  for  his  charities ;  and  after  he 
was  a  Judge,  many  of  the  perquifites  of  his  place, 
as  his  dividend  of  the  rule  and  box  money  ;  was 
fent  by  him  to  the  jails  to  difcharge  poor  prifon- 
ers,  who  never  knew  from  whofe  hands  their  re- 
lief came.  It  is  alfo  a  cuflom  for  the  Marfhal  of 
the  king's  bench,  to  prefent  the  Judges  of  that 
court  with  a  piece  of  plate  for  a  New-years-gift^ 
that  for  the  Chief  Juttice  being  larger  than  the 
reft :  this  he  intended  to  have  refufed,  but  the 
other  Judges  told  him  it  belonged  to  his  office, 
and  the  refufing  it  would  be  a  prejudice  to  his 
fuccc  ffors,  fo  he  was  perfuaded  to  take  it :  but  he 
fent  word  to  the  Marfhal  "  that  inftead  of  plate, 
he  mould  bring  him  the  value  of  it  in  money ;" 
and  when  he  received  it,  he  immediately  fent  it  to 
the  prifons,  for  the  relief  and  difcharge  of  the  poor 
there.  He  ufually  invited  his  poor  neighbours  to 
dine  with  him,  and  made  them  fit  at  table  with 
himfe-lf  And  if  any  of  them  were  fick,  fo  that 
they  could  not  come,  he  would  fend  meat  warm 
to  them  from  his  table :  and  he  did  not  only  re- 
lieve the  poor  in  his  own  pariih,  but  fent  fupplies 
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to  the  neighbouring  parimes,  as  there  was  occa- 
fion  for  it.  And  he  treated  them  all  with  the 
tendernefs  and  familiarity  that  became  one  who 
confidered  they  were  of  the  fame  nature  with  him- 
felf,  and  were  reduced  to  no  other  neceflities  but 
fuch  as  he  himfelf  might  be  brought  to  :  but  for 
common  beggars,  if  any  of  thefe  came  to  him,  as 
he  was  in  his  walks,  when  he  lived  in  the  country, 
he  would  afk  fuch  as  were  capable  of  working, 
"  why  they  went  about  fo  idly  ?"  If  they  anfwer- 
ed,  "  it  was  becaufe  they  could  find  no  work  ;" 
he  often  fent  them  to  fome  field,  to  gather  all  the 
(tones  in  it,  and  pay  them  liberally  for  their  pains  : 
this  being  done,  he  ufed  to  fend  his  carts,  and 
caufed  them  to  be  carried  to  fuch  places  of  the 
highway  as  needed  mending. 

But  when  he  was  in  town,  he  dealt  his  chari- 
ties very  liberally,  even  among  the  (Ireet  beggars, 
and  when  fome  told  him,  "  that  he  thereby  en- 
couraged idlenefs,  and  that  moft  of  thefe  were 
notorious  cheats,"  he  ufed  to  anfwer,  "  that  he 
believed  moft  of  them  were  fuch,  but  among  them 
there  were  fome  that  were  great  objects  of  cha- 
rity, and  prefled  with  grievous  neceflities  :  and 
that  he  had  rather  give  his  alms  to  twenty  who 
might  be  perhaps  rogues,  then  that  one  of  the 
other  fort  mould  perifh  for  want  of  that  fmall  re- 
lief which  he  gave  them." 

He  loved  building  much,  which  he  affected 
chiefly  becaufe  it  employed  many  poor  people ; 
but  one  thing  was  obfervcd  in  all  his  buildings 
that  the  changes  he  made  in  his  houfe,  was  always 
from  magnificence  to  uftfulnefs,  for  he  avoided 
every  thing  that  looked  like  pomp  or  vanity,  even 
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in  the  walls  of  his  houfes :  he  had  good  judgment 
in  architecture,  and  an  excellent  faculty  in  con- 
triving well. 

He  was  a  gentle  landlord  to  all  his  tenants,  and 
was  ever  ready  upon  any  reafonable  complaints, 
to  make  abatements,  for  he  was  merciful  as  well 
as  righteous.  One  inftance  of  this  was,  of  a  wi- 
dow that  lived  in  London,  and  had  a  fmall  eftate 
near  his  houfe  in  the  country :  from  which  her 
rents  were  ill  returned  to  her,  and  at  a  cod  which 
me  could  not  well  bear :  fo  (he  bemoaned  herfelf 
to  him,  and  he  according  to  his  readinefs  to  aflift 
all  poor  people,  told  her,  "  he  would  order  his 
fteward  to  take  up  her  rents,  and  the  returning 
them  ihould  coil  her  nothing."  But  after  that 
when  there  was  a  falling  of  rents  in  that  country, 
that  it  was  neceffary  to  make  abatements  to  the 
tenant;  yet  he  would  have  it  to  lie  on  himfelf; 
and  made  the  widow  be  paid  her  rent  as  formerly. 

Another  remarkable  inftance  of  his  juftice  and 
goodnefs  was,  that  when  he  found  ill  money  had 
been  put  into  his  hands,  he  would  never  fuffer  it 
to  be  vended  again  ;  for  he  thought  it  was  no  ex- 
cufe  for  him  to  put  falfe  money  in  other  people's 
hands,  becaufe  ibme  had  put  it  in  his :  a  great 
heap  of  thi^  he  had  gathered  together,  for  many 
had  fo  far  abufed  his  goodnefs,  as  to  mix  bafe 
money  among  the  fees  that  were  given  him  :  It  is 
like  he  int?i  eLd  to  have  deiiroyed  ir,  but  fo'me 
thieves  who  had  obferved  it,  broke  into  his  cham- 
ber and  Hole  ir,  thinking  they  had  got  a  prize  ; 
whicii  he  uLd  to  tell  with  ibme  pleaiure,  imagin- 
ing how  they  found  theinfelves  deceived,,  when 
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they  perceived  what  fort  of  booty  they  had 
fallen  on. 

After  he  was  made  a  Judge,  he  would  needs 
pay  more  for  every  purchafe  he  made  than  it  was 
worth ;  if  it  had  been  but  a  horfe  he  was  to  buy, 
he  would  have  out-bid  the  price  :  and  when  fome 
reprefented  to  him,  "  that  he  made  ill  bargains," 
he  faid,  "  it  became  Judges  to  pay  more  for  what 
they  bought,  than  the  true  value ;  that  fo  thofe 
with  whom  they  dealt  might  not  think  they  had 
any  right  to  their  favour,  by  having  fold  fuch 
things  to  them  at  an  eafy  rate :"  and  faid  it  was 
fuitable  to  the  reputation,  which  a  Judge  ought  to 
preferve,  to  make  fuch  bargains,  that  the  world 
might  fee  they  were  not  too  well  ufed  upon  fome 
fecret  account. 

In  fum,  his  eflate  did  mew  how  little  he  had 
minded  the  raifing  a  great  fortune,  for  from  a 
hundred  pound  a  year,  he  raifed  it  not  quite  to 
nine  hundred,  and  of  this  a  very  confiderable  part 
came  in  by  his  mare  of  Mr.  Selden's  eftate ;  yet 
this,  confidering  his  great  practice  while  a  coun- 
fellor,  and  his  conftant,  frugal  and  modeft  way  of 
living,  was  but  a  fmall  fortune :  in  the  (hare  that 
fell  to  him  by  Mr.  Selden's  will,  one  memorable 
thing  was  done  by  him,  with  the  other  executors, 
by  which  they  both  (hewed  their  regard  to  their 
dea,d  friend,  and  their  love  of  the  public  ;  his  li- 
brary was  valued  at  fome  thoufands  of  pounds, 
and  was  believed  to  be  one  of  the  moft  curious 
collections  in  Europe :  fo  they  refolved  to  keep 
this  entire,  for  the  honour  of  Selden's  memory, 
and  gave  it  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  a 
noble  room  v/as  added  to  the  former  library  for 
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its  reception,  and  all  due  refpeds  have  been  fince 
fhewed  by  that  great  and  learned  body,  to  thofe 
their  worthy  benefactors,  who  not  only  parted  fo 
generoufly  with  this  great  treafure,  but  were  a 
little  put  to  it  how  to  oblige  them,  without  crof- 
fmg  the  will  of  their  dead  friend.  Mr.  Selden 
had  once  intended  to  give  his  library  to  that  uni- 
verfity,  and  had  left  it  fo  by  his  will ;  but  having 
occafion  for  a  manufcript,  which  belonged  to 
their  library,  they  afked  of  him  a  bond  of  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  its  reflitution ;  this  he  took  fo  ill 
at  their  hands,  that  he  ftruck  out  that  part  of  his 
will  by  which  he  had  given  them  his  library,  and 
with  fo  me  paffion  declared  "they  (hou  Id  never 
have  it :"  the  executors  (tuck  at  this  a  little,  but 
having  confidered  better  of  it,  came  to  this  refolu- 
tion ;  that  they  were  to  be  the  executors  of  Mr. 
Selden's  will,  and  not  of  his  paffion  ;  fo  they  made- 
good  what  he  had  intended  in  cold  blood,  and 
pafled  over  what  his  paffion  had  fuggefted  to  him. 
The  parting  with  fo  many  excellent  books 
would  have  been  as  uneafy  to  our  Judge,  as  any 
thing  of  that  nature  could  be,  if  a  pious  regard  to 
his  friend's  memory  had  not  prevailed  over  him  ; 
for  he  valued  books  and  manufcripts  above  all 
things  in  the  world  :  he  himfelf  had  made  a  great 
and  rare  collection  of  manufcripts  belonging  to 
the  law  of  England  ;  he  was  forty  years  in  gatfcer- 
ing  it :  He  hirnfelf  faid  "  it  coil  him  above  fifteen 
hundred  pounds,"  and  calls  it  in  his  will,  "  a 
treafure  worth  having  and  keeping,  and  not  fir  for 
every  man's  view ;  all  thefe  he  left  to  Lincoln's- 
Inn,  and  for  the  information  of  thofe  who  are  cu«. 
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rious  to  fearch  into  fuch  things  ;  there  (hall  be  a 
catalogue  of  them  added  at  the  end  of  this  book. 
By  all  thefe  inftances  it  does  appear,  how  much 
he  was  raifed  above  the  world,  or  the  love  of  it. 
But  having  thus  maftered  things  without  him,  his 
next  ftudy  was  to  overcome  his  own  inclinations  : 
He  was,  as  he  faid  himfelf,  "  naturally  paffionate;" 
I  add,  as  he  faid  himfelf,  for  that  appeared  by  no 
other  evidence,  fave  that  fometimes  his  colour 
would  rife  a  little  ;  but  he  fo  governed  himfeif, 
that  thofe  who  lived  long  about  him  have  told  me 
they  never  faw  him  difordered  with  anger,  though 
he  met  with  fome  trials,  that  the  nature  of  man  is 
as  little  able  to  bear,  as  any  whatfoever.  There 
was  one  who  did  him  a  great  injury,  which  it  is 
not  neceflary  to  mention,  who  coming  afterwards 
to  him  for  his  advice  in  the  fettlement  of  his  eftate, 
he  gave  it  very  frankly  to  him,  but  would  accept 
of  no  fee  for  it,  and  thereby  mewed  both  that  he 
could  forgive  as  a  Chriitian,  and  that  he  had  the 
foul  of  a  gentleman  in  him  not  to  take  money  of 
one  that  had  wronged  him  fo  hainoufly.  And 
when  he  was  afked  by  one,  "  how  he  could  ufe  a 
man  fo  kindly  that  had  wronged  him  fo  much,5' 
his  anfwer  was,  "  he  thanked  God  he  had  learned 
to  forget  injuries."  And  befides  the  great  tem- 
per he  exprefled  in  all  his  public  employments, 
in  his  family  he  was  a  very  gentle  matter :  he 
was  tender  of  all  his  fervants,  he  never  turned  any 
away,  except  they  were  fo  faulty,  that  there  was 
no  hopes  of  reclaiming  them  :  when  any  of  them 
had  been  long  out  of  the  way,  or  had  negleded 
any  part  of  their  duty;  he  would  not  fee  them 
at  their  firft  coming  home,  and  fometimes  not  till 
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1  the  next  day,  leaft  when  his  difpleafure  was  quick 
.upon  him,  he  might  have  chid  them  indecently ; 
and  when  he  did  reprove  them,  he  did  it  wiih 
that  fweetnefs  and  gravity ;  that  it  appeared  he 
was  more  concerned  for  their  having  done  a  fault, 
than  for  the  offence  given  by  it  to  himfelf :  but  if 
they  became  immoral  or  unruly,  then  he  turned 
them  away,  for  he  faid,  "  he  that  by  his  place 
ought  to  punim  diforders  in  other  people,  muft 
by  no  means  fuffer  them  in  his  own  houfe  :"  he 
advanced  his  fervants  according  to  the  time  they 
had  been  about  him,  and  would  never  give  occa- 
fion  to  envy  among  them,  by  raifing  the  younger 
clerks  above  thofe  who  had  been  longer  with  him. 
He  treated  them  all  with  great  affection,  rather  as 
a  friend,  than  a  matter,  giving  them  often  good 
advice  and  inflrudtion.  He  made  thofe  who  had 
good  places  under  him,  give  fome  of  their  profits 
to  the  other  fervants  who  had  nothing  but  their 
wages  :  when  he  made  his  will,  he  left  legacies  to 
every  one  of  them  ;  but  he  expreffed  a  more  par- 
ticular kindnefs  for  one  of  them  Robert  Gibbon, 
of  the  middle  Temple,  Efq.  ;  in  whom  he  had  that 
confidence,  that  he  left  him  one  of  his  executors. 
I  the  rather  mention  him,  becaufe  of  his  noble 
gratitude  to  his  worthy  benefaclor  and  mailer,  for 
he  has  been  fo  careful  to  preferve  his  memory, 
that  as  he  fet  thofe  on  me,  at  whofe  defire  I  un- 
dertook to  write  his  life  ;  fo  he  has  procured'  for 
me  a  great  part  of  thofe  memorials,  and  informa- 
tions, out  of  which  1  have  compofed  it. 

The  Judge  was  of  a  moft  tender  and  compaffi- 
onate  nature :  this  did  eminently  appear  in  his 
trying  and  giving  fentence  upon  criminals,  in 
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which  he  was  ftrictly  careful,  that  not  a  circum- 
flance  (hould  be  neglected,  which  might  any  way 
clear  the  fact :  he  behaved  himfelt  with  that  regard 
to  the  prifoners,  which  became  both  the  gravity  of 
a  Judge,  and  the  pity  that  was  due  to  men,  whofe 
lives  lay  at  (take,  fo  that  nothing  of  jearing  or  un- 
reafonable  feverity  ever  fell  from  him.  He  alfo 
examined  the  witnefles  in  the  fofteft  manner,  tak- 
ing care  that  they  {hould  be  put  under  no  confu- 
fion,  which  might  diforder  their  memory  :  and  he 
fummed  all  the  evidence  fo  equally  when  he 
charged  the  Jury,  that  the  criminals  themfelves 
never  complained  of  him.  When  it  came  to  him 
to  give  fentence,  he  did  it  with  that  compofednefs 
and  decency,  and  his  fpeeches  to  the  prifoners, 
directing  them  to  prepare  for  death,  were  fo 
weighty,  fo  free  of  all  affectation,  and  fo  ferious 
and  devout,  that  many  loved  to  go  to  the  trials, 
when  he  fat  Judge,  to  be  edified  by  his  fpeeches, 
and  behaviour  in  them,  and  ufed  to  fay,  "  they 
heard  very  few  fuch  fermons." 

But  though  the  pronouncing  the  fentence  of 
death,  was  the  piece  of  his  employment,  that  went 
mod  againft  the  grain  with  him  ;  yet  in  that,  he 
could  never  be  mollified  to  any  tendernefs  which 
hindered  juftice.  When  he  was  once  prefled  to 
recommend  fome  (whom  he  had  condemned)  to 
his  Majefty's  mercy  and  pardon  ;  he  anfwered  he 
could  not  think  they  deferved  a  pardon,  whom  he 
himfelf  had  adjudged  to  die :  fo  that  all  he  would 
do  in  that  kind,  was  to  give  the  king  a  true  ac- 
count of  the  circumftances  of  the  fact ;  after  which 
his  Majefty  was  to  confider  whether  he  would  in- 
terpofe  his  mercy,  or  let  juftice  take  place. 
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His  mercifulnefs  extended  even  to  his  beads, 
for  when  the  horfes  that  he  had  kept  long,  grew 
old,  he  would  not  differ  them  to  be  fold,  or  much 
wrought,  but  ordered  his  men  to  turn  them  ionfe 
on  his  grounds,  and  put  them  only  to  eafy  work, 
fuch  as  going  to  market  and  the  like  ;  he  ufed 
old  dogs  alfo  with  the  fame  care :  his  (hepherd 
having  one  that  was  become  blind  with  age,  he 
intended  to  have  killed  or  loft  him,  but  the  Judge 
coming  to  hear  of  it,  made  one  of  his  fervants 
bring  him  home,  and  fed  him  till  he  died  :  and 
lie  was  fcarce  ever  feen  more  angry  than  with  one 
of  his  fervants  for  neglecting  a  bird,  that  he  kept, 
fo  that  it  died  for  want  of  food. 

He  was  a  great  encourager  of  all  young  per- 
fons,  that  he  law  followed  their  books  diligently, 
to  whom  he  ufed  to  give  directions  concerning 
the  method  of  their  ftudy,  with  a  humanity  and 
fweetnefs,  that  wrought  much  on  all  that  came 
near  him  :  and  in  a  fmiling  pleafant  way,  he  would 
admonifh  them,  if  he  faw  any  thing  aimfs  in  them  : 
particularly  if  they  went  too  fine  in  their  clothes, 
he  would  tell  them,  "  it  did  not  become  their 
profeffion  :"  he  was  not  pleafed  to  fee  ftudents 
wear  long  perriwigs,  or  attornies  go  with  fwords  ; 
fo  that  iuch  young  men  as  would  not  be  perfuad- 
ed  to  part  with  thofe  vanities,  when  they  went  to 
him  laid  them  afide,  and  went  as  plain  as  they 
could,  to  avoid  the  reproof  which  they  knew  -they 
might  otherwife  expect. 

Re  was  very  free  and  communicative  in  his  dif- 
courfe,  which  he  moft  commonly  fixed  on  fome 
good  and  ufeful  fubject,  and  loved  for  an  hour  or 
two  at  night,  to  be  vifited  by  fome  of  his  friends. 
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He  neither  faid  nor  did  any  thing  with  affectation, 
but  ufed  a  fimplicity,  that  was  both  natural  to 
himfelf,  and  very  eafy  to  others :  and  though  he 
never  (tudied  the  modes  of  civility  or  court  breed- 
ing, yet  he  knew  not  what  it  was  to  be  rude  or 
harfh  with  any,  except  he  were  impertinently  ad- 
dr^lfcd  to  in  matters  of  juftice,  then  he  would  raife 
his  voice  a  little,  and  fo  make  off  thofe  impor- 
tunities. 

In  his  furniture,  and  the  fervice  of  his  table, 
and  way  of  living  ;  he  liked  the  old  plainnefs  fo 
well,  that  as  he  would  fet  up  none  of  the  new  fa- 
fhions,  fo  he  rather  affected  a  coarfenefs  in  the 
life  of  the  old  ones :  which  was  more  the  effect 
of  his  philofophy  than  difpofition,  for  he  loved 
fine  things  too  much  at  firfl :  he  was  always  of 
an  equal  temper,  rather  chearful  than  merry. 
Many  wondered  to  fee  the  evennefs  of  his  deport- 
ment ;  in  fome  very  fad  paffages  of  his  life. 

Having  loft  one  of  his  fons,  the  manner  of 
whofe  death  had  fome  grievous  circumftances  in 
it ;  one  coming  to  foe  him  and  condole,  he  faid 
to  him  "  thofe  were  the  effecls  of  living  long, 
fuch  muft  look  to  fee  many  fad  and  unaccept- 
able things ;"  and  having  laid  that,  he  went  to 
other  difcourfes  with  his  ordinary  freedom  of 
mind  ;  for  though  he  had  a  temper  fo  tender,  that 
fad  things  were  apt  enough  to  make  deep  impref- 
iions  upon  him,  yet  the  regard  he  had  to  the  wif- 
dom  and  providence  of  God,  and  the  juft  eftimate 
he  made  of  all  eternal  things,  did  to  admiration 
maintain  the  tranquillity  of  his  mind,  and  he  gave 
no  occafion  by  idlenefs  to  melancholy  to  corrupt 
his  fpirit,  but  by  the  perpetual  bent  of  his 
H  2 
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thoughts,  he  knew  well  how  to  divert  them  from 
being  opprefled  with  the  excefTes  of  forrow. 

He  had  a  generous  and  noble  idea  of  God  in 
his  mind,  and  this  he  found  did  above  all  other 
confiderations  preferve  his  quiet.  And  indeed 
that  was  fo  well  eftablifhed  in  him,  that  no  acci- 
dents, how  fudden  foever,  were  obferved  to  dif- 
compofe  him  :  of  which  an  eminent  man  of  that 
profeflion,  gave  me  this  inftance :  in  the  year 
1666,  an  opinion  did  run  through  the  nation, 
"  that  the  end  of  the  world  would  come  that 
year."  This,  whether  fet  on  by  aftrologers,  or 
advanced  by  thofe  who  thought  it  might  have  feme 
relation  to  the  number  of  the  bead  in  the  Reve- 
lation, or  promoted  by  men  of  ill  defigns,  to  dif- 
turb  the  public  peace,  had  fpread  mightily  among 
the  people ;  and  Judge  Hale  going  that  year  the 
weftern  circuit,  it  happened,  that  as  he  was  on  the 
bench  at  the  aflizes,  a  moft  terrible  florm  fell  out 
very  unexpectedly,  accompanied  with  fuch  flames 
of  lightning,  and  claps  of  thunder,  that  the  like 
will  hardly  fall  out  in  an  age  ;  upon  which  a  whif- 
per  or  a  rumour  run  through  the  crowd,  "  that 
now  was  the  world  to  end,  and  the  day  of  judg- 
ment to  begin,"  and  at  this  there  followed  a  ge- 
neral conflernation  in  the  whole  aifembly,  and  all 
men  forgot  the  bufmefs  they  were  met  about,  and 
betook  themfelves  to  their  prayers :  this  added  to 
the  horror  raifed  by  the  dorm  looked  very  dif* 
mally  ;  infomuch  that  my  author,  a  man  of  no 
ordinary  refolution,  and  firmnefs  of  mind ;  con- 
fefled  "  it  made  a  great  impreflion  on  him f 'elf." 
But  he  told  me,  "  that  he  did  obferve  the  Judge 
was  not  a  whit  affefted,  and  was  going  on  with 
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the  bufinefs  of  the  court  in  his  ordinary  manner ;"  * 
from  which  he  made  this  conclufion,  "  that  his 
thoughts  were  fo  well  fixed,  that  he  believed  if 
the  world  had  been  really  to  end,  it  would  have 
given  him  no  confiderable  difturbance." 

But  I  mall  now  conclude  all  that  I  fhall  fay 
concerning  him,  with  what  one  of  the  greateft 
men  of  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  fent  me  as  an 
abftract  of  the  character  he  had  made  of  him : 
upon  long  obfervation  and  much  converfe  with 
him  :  it  was  fent  me,  that  from  thence  with  the 
other  materials,  I  might  make  fuch  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  him  to  the  world,  as  he  indeed  deferved, 
but  I  refolved  not  to  fhred  it  out  in  parcels,  but  to 
fet  it  down  entirely  as  it  was  fent  me,  hoping  that 
as  the  reader  will  be  much  delighted  with  it,  fo 
the  noble  perfon  that  fent  it,  will  not  be  offended 
with  me  for  keeping  it  entire,  and  fetting  it  in  the 
bed  light  I  could  ;  it  begins  abruptly,  being  de- 
figned  to  fupply  the  defects  of  others,  from  whom 
I  had  earlier  and  more  copious  informations. 

"  He  would  never  be  brought  to  difcourfe  of 
public  matters  in  private  converfation,  but  in 
queftions  of  law,  when  any  young  lawyer  put  a 
cafe  to  him  he  was  very  communicative,  efpecially 
while  he  was  at  the  bar :  but  when  he  came  to  the 
bench,  he  grew  more  referved,  and  would  never 
fuffer  his  opinion  in  any  cafe  to  be  known,  till  he 
was  obliged  to  declare  it  judicially  ;  and  he  con- 
cealed his  opinion  in  great  cafes  fo  carefully,  that 
the  reft  of  the  Judges  in  the  fame  court  could  ne- 
ver perceive  it :  his  reafon  was,  becaufe  every 
Judge  ought  to  give  fentence  according  to  his  own 
H  3 
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perfuafion  and  confcience,  and  not  to  be  fwayed 
by  any  refpect  or  difference  to  another  man's  opi- 
nion :  and  by  this  means  it  hath  happened  fome- 
times,  that  when  all  the  barons  of  the  exchequer 
had  delivered  their  opinions,  and  agreed  in  their 
reafons  and  arguments ;  yet  he  coming  to  fpeak 
lad,  and  differing  in  judgment  from  them,  hath 
expreffed  himfelf  with  fo  much  weight  and  foli- 
dity,  that  the  barons  have  immediately  retracted 
their  votes  and  concurred  with  him.  He  hath 
fat  as  a  Judge  in  all  courts  of  law,  and  in  two  of 
them  as  chief,  but  (till  wherever  he  fat,  all  bufi- 
nefs  of  confequence  followed  him,  and  no  man 
was  content  to  fit  down  by  the  judgment  of  any 
other  court,  till  the  cafe  were  brought  before  him, 
to  fee  whether  he  were  of  the  fame  mind  ;  and 
his  opinion  being  once  known,  men  did  readily 
acquiefce  in  it ;  and  it  was  very  rarely  feen,  that 
any  man  attempted  to  bring  it  about  again,  and 
he  that  did  fo,  did  it  upon  great  difadvantages, 
and  was  always  looked  upon  as  a  very  contentious 
perfon  ;  fo  that  what  Cicero  fays  of  Brutus,  did 
very  often  happen  to  him,  Eiiam  quos  contra  Sta- 
tuit  JEquos  placatofque  Dimifit" 

"  Nor  did  men  reverence  his  judgment  and  o- 
pinion  in  courts  of  law  only  :  but  his  authority 
was  as  great  in  courts  of  equity,  and  the  fame  re- 
fpecl:  and  fubmiffion  was  paid  to  him  there  too  ; 
and  this  appeared  not  only  in  his  own  court' of 
equity  in  the  exchequer-chamber,  but  in  the  chan- 
cery too,  for  thither  he  was  often  called  to  advife 
and  aflift  the  lord  chancellor,  or  lord  keeper  for 
the  time  being  ;  and  if  the  caufe  were  of  difficult 
examination,  or  intricated  and  entangled  with  va- 
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riety  of  fettlements,  no  man  ever  fhewed  a  more 
clear  and  difcerning  judgment :  if  it  were  of  great 
value,  and  great  perfons  interefted  in  it,  no  man 
ever  (hewed  greater  courage  and  integrity  in  lay- 
ing afide  all  refpect  of  perfons  :  when  he  came  to 
deliver  his  opinion,  he  always  put  his  difcourfe 
into  fuch  a  method,  that  one  part  of  it  gave  light 
to  the  other,  and  where  the  proceedings  of  chan- 
cery might  prove  inconvenient  to  the  fubjeft, 
he  never  fpared  to  obferve  and  reprove  them : 
and  from  his  obfervations  and  difcourfes,  the 
chancery  hath  taken  occafion  to  eftablifh  many  of 
thofe  rules  by  which  it  governs  itfelf  at  this  day. 

"  He  did  look  upon  equity  as  a  part  of  the 
common-law,  and  one  of  the  grounds  of  it ;  and 
therefore  as  near  as  he  could,  he  did  always  re- 
duce it  to  certain  rules  and  principles,  that  men 
might  fludy  it  as  a  fcience,  and  not  think  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  it,  had  any  thing  arbitrary  in  it. 
Thus  eminent  was  this  man  in  every  ftation,  and 
into  what  court  foever  he  was  called,  he  quickly 
made  it  appear  that  he  deferved  the  chief  feat 
there. 

"  As  great  a  lawyer  as  he  was,  he  would  never 
fuffer  the  ftri&nefs  of  the  law  to  prevail  againft 
confcience,  as  great  a  chancellor  as  he  was,  he 
would  make  ufe  of  all  the  niceties  and  fubtilties  in 
law,  when  it  tended  to  fupport  right  and  equity. 
But  nothing  was  more  admirable  in  him,  than  his 
patience :  he  did  not  affect  the  reputation  of 
quicknefs  and  difpatch,  by  a  hafty  and  captious 
hearing  of  the  counfel :  he  would  bear  with  the 
meaneft,  and  gave  every  man  his  full  fcope,  think- 
ing it  much  better  to  lofe  time  than  patience :  in 
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fumming  up  of  an  evidence  to  a  Jury,  he  would 
always  require  the  bar  to  interrupt  him  if  he  did 
miflake,  and  to  put  him  in  mind  of  it,  if  he  did 
forget  the  lead  circumftance ;  fome  Judges  have 
been  difturbed  at  this  as  a  rudenefs  ;  which  he 
always  looked  upon  as  a  fervice  and  refpect  due 
to  him. 

"  His  whole  life  was  nothing  elfe  but  a  conti- 
nual courfe  of  labour  and  induftry,  and  when  he 
could  borrow  any  time  from  the  public  fervice,  it 
was  wholly  employed  either  in  philofophical  or 
divine  meditations,  and  even  that  was  a  public 
fervice  too  as  it  hath  proved ;  for  they  have  oc- 
cafioned  his  writing  of  fuch  treatifes,  as  are  be- 
come the  choked  entertainment  of  wife  and  good 
men,  and  the  world  hath  reafon  to  wifh  that  more 
of  them  were  printed :  he  that  confiders  the 
active  part  of  his  life,  and  with  what  unwearied 
diligence  and  application  of  mind,  he  difpatched 
all  men's  bufmefs  which  came  under  his  care, 
will  wonder  how  he  could  find  any  time  for  con- 
templation :  he  that  confiders  again  the  various 
fludies  he  paffed  through,  and  the  many  collections 
and  obfervations  he  hath  made,  may  as  juftly 
wonder  how  he  could  find  any  time  for  action : 
but  no  man  can  wonder  at  the  exemplary  piety 
and  innocence  of  fuch  a  life  fo  fpent  as  this  was, 
\  wherein  as  he  was  careful  to  avoid  every  idle 
word,  fo  it  is  manifeft  he  never  fpent  an  idle  day. 
They  who  came  far  fhort  of  this  great  man,  will 
be  apt  enough  to  think  that  this  is  a  panegyric, 
which  indeed  is  a  hiftory  and  but  a  little  part  of 
that  hiftory  which  was  with  great  truth  to  be  re- 
lated of  him :  men  who  defpair  of  attaining  fuch 
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perfection,  are  not  willing  to  believe  that  any  man 
elfe  did  ever  arrive  at  fuch  a  height. 

"  He  was  the  greateft  lawyer  of  the  age,  and 
might  have  had  what  practice  he  pleaied  :  but 
though  he  did  moft  confcientioufly  affecl  the  la- 
bours of  his  profeflion,  yet  at  the  fame  time,  he 
defpifed  the  gain  of  it,  and  of  thofe  profits  which 
he  would  allow  himfelf  to  receive,  he  always  fet 
apart  a  tenth  penny  for  the  poor,  which  he  ever 
difpenfed  with  that  fecrecy,  that  they  who  were 
relieved,  feldom  or  never  knew  their  benefactor : 
he  took  more  pains  to  avoid  the  honours  and  pre- 
ferments of  the  gown,  than  others  do  to  compafs 
them.  His  modefly  was  beyond  all  example,  for 
where  fome  men  who  never  attained  to  half  his 
knowledge,  have  been  puffed  up  with  a  high  con- 
ceit of  themfelves,  and  have  affecled  all  occafions 
of  raifing  their  own  elteem  by  depreciating  other 
men,  he  on  the  contrary  was  the  moft  obliging 
man  that  ever  pradifed :  if  a  young  gentleman 
happened  to  be  retained  to  argue  a  point  in  law, 
where  he  was  on  the  contrary  fide,  he  would  very 
often  mend  the  objections  when  he  came  to  repeat 
them ;  and  always  commend  the  gentleman  if 
there  were  room  for  it,  and  one  good  word  of  his 
was  of  more  advantage  to  a  young  man,  than  all 
the  favour  of  the  court  could  be." 

Having  thus  far  purfued  his  hiftory  arid  charac- 
ter, in  the  public  and  exemplary  parts  of  his  life, 
without  interrupting  the  thread  of  the  relation 
with  what  was  private  and  domeftic,  I  (hall  con- 
clude with  a  fhort  account  of  thefe. 
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He  was  twice  married,  his  firft  wife  was  Ann 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Moor,  of  Faly  in  Berk- 
mire,  grandchild  to  Sir  Prancis  Moor,  fer'eant  at 
law ;  by  her  he  had  ten  children,  the  four  firft 
died  young,  the  othjer  fix  lived  to  be  all  married  ; 
and  he  outlived  them  all,  except  his  elded  daugh- 
ter, and  his  youngeft  fon,  who  are  yet  alive. 

His  eldeft  fon  Robert  married  Frances  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Chock,  of  Avington  in 
Berkfhire,  and  they  both  dying  a  little  time  one 
after  another,  left  five  children,  two  fons  Matthew 
and  Gabriel,  and  three  daughters,  Ann,  Mary  and 
Frances,  and  by  the  judges  advice,  they  both  made 
him  their  executor,  ib  he  took  his  grandchildren 
into  his  own  care,  and  among  them  he  left  his 
eftate. 

His  fecond  fon  Matthew,  married  Ann  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Matthew  Simmonds  of  Hilfley  in 
Glocefterfhire,  who  died  foon  after,  and  left  one 
fon  behind  him  named  Matthew. 

His  third  fon  Thomas  married  Rebekah,  the 
daughter  of  Chriftian  Le  Brune,  a  Dutch  mer- 
chant, and  died  without  iffue. 

His  fourth  fon  Edward ;  married  Mary,  the 
daughterof  Edward  Goodyere,  Eiq  ;  of  Heythorp, 
in  Oxfordfhire,  and  {till  lives,  he  has  two  fons, 
and  three  daughters. 

His  eldeft  daughter  Mary,  was  married  to  Ed- 
ward Alderly,  fon  of  Edward  Alderly  of  Innifh- 
annon,  in  the  County  of  Cork  in  Ireland,  who 
dying,  left  her  with  two  fons  and  three  daughters  ; 
me  is  fince  married  to  Edward  Stephens,  fon  to 
Edward  Stephens  Efq ;  of  Cherington  in  Glo- 
cefterfhire.*" His  youngefl  daughter  Elizabeth, 
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was  married  to  Edward  Webb,  Efq  ;  barrifter  at 
law,  (he  died  leaving  two  children,  a  fon  and  a 
daughter. 

His  fecond  wife  was  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Jofeph  Bifliop  of  Ely  in  Berkfhire,  by  whom  he 
had  no  children ;  he  gives  her  a  great  character 
in  his  will,  as  a  mod  dutiful,  faithful  and  loving 
wife,  and  therefore  trufted  the  breeding  of  his 
grandchildren  to  her  care,  and  left  her  one  of  his 
executors,  to  whom  he  joined  Sir  Robert  Jenkin- 
fon,  and  Mr.  Gibbon.  So  much  may  fuffice  of 
thofe  defcended  from  him. 

In  after  times,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  it 
will  be  reckoned  no  fmall  honour  to  derive  from 
him ;  and  this  has  made  me  more  particular  in 
reckoning  up  his  iflue,  I  (hall  next  give  an  account 
of  the  iffues  of  his  mind,  his  books  that  are  either 
printed,  or  remain  in  manufcript ;  for  the  laft  of 
thefe,  by  his  will,  he  has  forbid  the  printing  of  any 
of  them  after  his  death,  except  fuch  as  he  fliould 
give  order  for  in  his  life :  but  he  feems  to  have 
changed  his  mind  afterwards ;  and  to  have  left  it 
to  the  difcreiion  of  his  executors,  which  of  them 
might  be  printed  ;  for  though  he  does  not  exprefs 
that,  yet  he  ordered  by  a  codicil,  that  if  any  book 
of  his  writing  as  well  touching  the  common  law, 
as  other  fubjeds  mould  be  printed ;  then  what 
mould  be  given  for  the  confideration  of  the  copy, 
fhould  be  divided  into  ten  fhares,  of  which  he  ap- 
pointed feven  to  go  among  his  fervants,  and  three 
to  thofe  who  had  copied  them  out,  and  were  to 
look  after  the  impreflion.  The  reafon  as  I  have 
underilood  it,  that  made  him  fo  unwilling  to  have 
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any  of  his  works  printed  after  his  death,  was,  that 
he  apprehended  in  the  licenfing  them,  (which  was 
necefiary  before  any  book  could  be  lawfully  print- 
ed by  a  law  then  in  force,  but  fince  his  death  de- 
termined) fome  things  might  have  been  (truck 
out  or  altered  ;  which  he  had  obferved  not  with- 
out fome  indignation,  had  been  done  to  a  part  of 
the  reports,  of  one  whom  he  had  much  efleemed. 

This  in  matters  of  law,  he  faid,  might  prove  to 
be  of  fuch  mifchievous  confequence,  that  he  there- 
upon refolved  none  of  his  writings,  mould  be  at 
the  mercy  of  licenfers  ;  and  therefore  becaufe  he 
was  not  fure  that  they  mould  be  publifhed  without 
expurgations  or  interpolations,  he  forbid  the  print- 
ing any  of  them ;  in  which  he  afterwards  made 
fome  alteration,  at  lead  he  gave  occafion  by  his 
codicil,  to  infer  that  he  altered  his  mind. 

This  I  have  the  more  fully  explained,  that  his 
laft  will  may  be  no  way  mifunderflood,  and  that 
his  worthy  executors,  and  his  hopeful  grandchil- 
dren, may  not  conclude  themfelves  to  be  under  an 
indifpenfible  obligation,  of  depriving  the  public  of 
his  excellent  writings. 


SIR  MATTHEW  HALE.  99 


A  Catalogue  of  Books  written  by  Sir 
Matthew  Hale. 


1.  THE  primitive  Origination  of  Mankind, 
confidered  and  examined  according  to  the  light 
of  nature,  fol. 

2.  Contemplations  moral  and  divine,  part  1.  8vo. 

3.  Contemplations  moral  and  divine,  part  2.  8vo. 

4.  Difficiles  Nugae,  or  obfervations  touching  the 
Torricellian  experiment,  and  the  various  folu- 
tions  of  the  fame,  efpecially  touching  the  weight 
and  Elaflicity  of  the  air,  8vo. 

5.  An  Eflay  touching  the  gravitation,  or  non- 
gravitation   of  fluid  bodies,  and  the  reafons 
thereof,  8vo. 

6.  Obfervations  touching  the  principles  of  natural 
motions,   and  efpecially  touching  rarefaction, 
and  condenfation  ;  together  with  a  reply  to  cer- 
tain remarks  touching  the  gravitation  of  fluids, 
8vo. 

7.  The  life  and  death  of  Pomponias  Atticus,  writ- 
ten by  his  contemporary  and  acquaintance  Cor- 
nelius Nepos,  tranflated  out  of  his  fragments ; 
together  with  obfervations  political  and  moral 
thereupon,  8vo. 

8.  Pleas  of  the  crown,  or  a  methodical  fummary 
of  the  principal  matters  relating  to  that  fubjecl, 
8vo. 
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Mamifcripts  of  his  notyet  publi/hed. 

1.  CONCERNING  the  fecondary  Origination 
of  Mankind,  fol. 

2.  Concerning  Religion,  5  vol.  in  fol.  viz. 

1   De  Deo  Vox  Metaphyfica,  pars  1.  &  2. 

2.  Pars  3.  Vox  Naturas  Providentiae  Ethicse, 
Confcientise. 

3.  Liber  fextus  feptimus  o&avus. 

4.  Pars  9.  Concerning  the  holy  fcriptures, 
their  evidence  and  authority. 

5.  Concerning  the  truth  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
ture,  and  the  evidences  thereof. 

3.  Of  policy  in  matters  of  religion,  foL 

4.  De  Anima,  to  Mr.  B.  fol. 

5.  De  Anima,  tranfadions  between  him  and  Mr. 
B.  fol. 

6.  Tentamina,   deortu,   natura  et  immortalitate 
animse,  fol. 

7.  Magnetifmus  Magnetious,  fol. 

8.  Magnetifmus  Phyficas,  fol. 

9.  Magnetifmus  Divinus, 

10.  De  generatione  animalium  et  vegetabilium, 
fol.  lat. 

1 1.  Of  the  law  of  nature,  fol. 

12.  A  letter  of  advice  to  his  grand- children,  4to. 

13.  Placita  Coronas,  7  vol.  fol. 

14.  Preparatory  notes  concerning  the  right  of  the 
Crown,  fol. 

15.  Ir.cepta  de  Juribus  Coronae,  fol. 

16.  De  Prerogative  Regis,  fol. 
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1 7.  Preparatory  notes  touching  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings, 2  vol.  4to. 

1 8.  Of  the  jurifdidion  of  the  houfe  of  Lords,  4to. 

19.  Of  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  Admirality. 

20.  Touching  ports  and  cuftotns,  fol. 

21.  Of  the  right  of  the  fea,  and  the  arms  thereof, 
and  cufloms,  fol. 

22.  Concerning  the  advancement  of  trade,  4to. 

23.  Of  Sheriffs  accounts,  fol. 

24.  Copies  of  evidences,  fol. 

25.  Mr.  Shelden's  difcourfes,  8vo. 

26.  Excerpta  ex  Schedis  Seldenianis. 

27.  Journal  of  the  12  and  21  Jacobi  Regis,  4to. 

28.  Great  common-place  book  of  reports  or  cafes 
in  the  law,  in  law  French,  fol. 

In  Bundles. 

ON  Quod  tibi  fieri,  &c.  Matth.  7.  12. 
Touching  punifhments,  in  relation  to  the  Socinian 

controverfy. 

Policies  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
Concerning  the  laws  of  England. 
Of  the  amendment  of  the  laws  of  England. 
Touching  provifion  for  the  poor. 
Upon  Mr.  Hobbs  his  manufcript. 
Concerning  the  time  of  the  abolition  of  the  Jewifh 

laws. 

In  Qiuirto. 

QUOD  fit  Deus. 
Of  the  (late  and  condition  of  the  foul  and  body 

after  death. 

Notes  concerning  matters  of  law. 
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To  thefe  I  fhall  add  the  catalogue  of  the 
manufcripts,  which  he  left  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Society  of  Lincolns-Inn,  with 
that  part  of  his  Will  that  concerns  them. 


ITEM,  as  a  teflimony  of  my  honour    and 
refpect  to  the  fociety  of  Lincolns-Inn,  where  I  had 
the  greateft  of  my  education  ;  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  that  honourable  fociety  the  feveral  manufcript 
books,   contained  in  a  fchedule  annexed   to  my 
Will :  They  are  a  treafure  worth  having  and  keep- 
ing, which  I  have  been  near  forty  years  in  gather- 
ing, with  very  great  induftry  and  expence :  My 
defire  is,  that  they  be  kept  fafe,  and  ail  together 
in  remembrance  of  me  ;  they  were  fit  to  be  bound 
in  leather  and  chained,  and  kept  in  archives :  I 
defire  they  may  not  be  lent  out,  or  difpofed  of: 
only  if  I  happen  hereafter,  to  have  any  of  my  po- 
flerity  of  that  fociety  that  defires  to  tranfcribe  any 
book  and  give  very  good  caution  to  reflore  it  a- 
gain  in  a  prefixed  time,  fuch  as  the  benchers  of 
that  fociety  in  council  fhall   approve  of;  then, 
and  not  otherwife,  only  one  book  at  one  time  may 
be  lent  out  to  them  by  the  fociety  fo  that  there  be 
no  more  but  one  book  of  thofe  books  abroad  gut 
of  the  library  at  one  time.     They  are  a  treafure 
that  are  not  fit  for  every  mans  view  ;  nor  is  every 
man  capable  of  making  ufe  of  them :  Only  I 
would  have  nothing  of  thefe  books  printed,  but 
entirely  preferved  together,  for  the  ufe  of  the  in- 
duftrious  learned  members  of  that  fociety. 
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A  Catalogue  of  the  Books  given  by  him 
to  Lincolns-Inn,  according  to  the  Sche- 
dule annexed  to  his  Will. 


PJLACITA  de  tempore  Regis  Johannis,  1  vol. 
flitched. 

Placita  coram  Rege  E.  1.  two  vol. 

Placita  coram  Rege  E.  2,  one  vol. 

Placita  coram  Rege  E.  3,  three  vol. 

Placita  coram  Rege  R.  2,  one  vol. 

Placita  coram  Rege  H.  4.  H.  5.  one  vol. 

Placita  de  Banco,  E.  1.  ab  anno  1,  ad  annum  21. 
one  vol. 

Tranfcripts  of  many  pleas,  coram  Rege  et  de  ban- 
co E.  1.  one  vol. 

The  pleas  in  the  exchequer,  filled  Communia, 
from  1  E.  3.  to  46.  E.  3,  5.  vol. 

Clofe  rolls  of  king  John,  verbatim,  of  the  moft 
material  things,  one  vol. 

The  principal  matters  in  the  clofe  and  patent  rolls 
of  H.  3.  tranfcribed  verbatim,  from  9  H.  3.  to 
56  H.  3,  5  vol.  vellum  marked  K.  L. 

The  principal  matters  in  the  clofe  and  patent  rolls, 
JE.  1.  with  feveral  copies  and  abftra&s  of  re- 
cords, one  vol.  marked  F. 

A  long  book  of  abftracls  of  records,  by  me. 

Clofe  and  patent  rolls,  from  1  to  E.  3.  and  other 
records  of  the  time  of  H.  3.  one  vol.  marked  W. 

Clofe  Rolls  of  15  E.  3.  with  other  records  one 
vol.  marked  N. 

I  3 
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Clofe  Rolls  from  17  to  38  E.  3.  two  vol. 

Clofe  and  patent  Rolls  from  40.  E.  3.  to  50.  E. 
3.  one  vol.  marked  B. 

Clofe  Rolls  of  E.  2.  with  other  records,  one  vol.  R. 

Clofe  and  patent  rolls,  and  charter  rolls  in  the 
time  of  king  John  for  the  clergy,  one  vol. 

A  great  volume  of  records  of  feveral  natures,  G. 

The  Leagues  of  the  kings  of  England,  tempore 
E.  1.  E.  2.  E.  3.  one  vol. 

A  book  of  antient  leagues  and  military  provifions, 
one  vol. 

The  reports  of  Iters,  of  Derby,  Nottingham  and 
Bedford,  tranfcribed,  one  vol. 

Itenera  Foreft  de  Pickering  et  Lancafter,  tran- 
fcript  ex  originali,  one  vol. 

An  ancient  reading  very  large  upon  charta  de  fo- 
refta,  and  of  the  foreft  laws. 

The  tranfcript  of  the  Iter  Forefta  de  dean,   1  vol. 

Quo  warranto  and  liberties  of  the  county  of  Glo- 
cefter,  with  the  pleas  of  the  chace  of  Kings- 
wood,  one  vol. 

Tranfcript  of  the  black-book  of  the  admiralty, 
laws  of  the  army,  impofitions  and  feveral  ho- 
nours ;  one  vol. 

Records  of  patents,  inquifitions,  &c.  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Leicefter,  one  vol. 

Mufter  and  military  provifions  of  all  forts,  ex- 
traded  from  the  records,  one  vol. 
Gervafius  Tilburienfis,  or  the  black  book  of  the 
exchequer,  one  vol. 

The  kings  title  to  the  pre-emption  of  Tin,  a  thin 
vol. 
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Calender  of  the  records  in  the  tower,  a  fmall  vol. 
A  Mifcellany  of  divers  records,  orders,  and  other 

things  of  various  natures,  marked  E.  1  vol. 
Another  of  the  like  nature  in  leather- cover,  1  vol. 

A  book  of  divers  records  and  things  relating  to 
the  Chancery,  one  vol. 

Titles  of  honour  and  pedigrees,  efpecially  touch- 
ing Clifford,  one  vol. 

Hiftory  of  the  marches  of  Wales  collected  by  me, 
1  vol. 

Certain  collections  touching  titles  of  honour,  one 
vol. 

Copies  of  feveral  records  touching  premunire, 
1  vol. 

Extract  of  commiflions  tempore,  H.  7.  H.  8.  R. 
and  the  proceedings  in  the  court  military,  be- 
tween Ray  and  Ramfey  ;  one  vol. 

Petitions  in  parliament  tempore,  E.  1.  E.  2.  E.  3. 
H.  4.  three  vol. 

Summons  of  parliament,  from  49.  H.  3.  to  22. 
~E.  4  ;  in  three  vol. 

The  parliament  rolls  from  the  beginning  of  E.  1. 
to  the  end  of  R.  3.  in  19.  volumes,  viz.  one  of 
E.  1.  one  of  E.  2.  with  the  ordinations,  two  of 
E.  3.  three  of  R.  2.  two  of  H.  4.  two  of  H.  5. 
four  of  H.  6.  three  of  E.  4.  one  of  R.  3.  all 
tranfcribed  at  large. 

Mr.  Elfmgs  book  touching  proceedings  in  parlia- 
ment, 1.  vol. 

Noye's  collections  touching  the  kings  fupplies, 
1  vol.  ditched. 

A  book  of  various  collections  out  of  records  and 
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regifler  of  Canterbury  ;  and  claims  at  the  Co- 
ronation of  R.  2.  1.  vol. 

Tranfcript  of  Bifhop  Ufhers  notes,  principally  con- 
cerning Chronology,  three  large  vol. 

A  Tranfcript  out  of  dooms-day-book  of  Glocefler- 
fhire  and  Hereford  (hire,  and  of  fome  pipe- rolls, 
and  old  accompts  of  the  cuftoms,  one  vol. 

Extracts  and  collections  out  of  records  touching 
titles  of  honour,  one  vol. 

Extracts  of  pleas,  patents  and  clofe-rolls  tempore, 
H.  3.  E.  1.  E.  2.  E.  3.  and  fome  old  antiqui- 
ties of  England,  1  vol. 

Collections  and  memorials  of  many  records  and 
antiquities,  1  vol.  Seldeni. 

Calender  of  charters,  and  records  in  the  Tower, 
touching  Glocefterfhire. 

Collections  of  notes  and  records  of  various  na- 
tures, marked  M.  1.  vol.  Seldeni. 

Tranfcript  of  the  Iters  of  London,  Kent,  Cornwall, 
one  vol. 

Extracts  out  of  the  Ledger-books  of  battle,  Evef- 
ham,  Winton,  &c.  1.  vol.  Seldeni. 

Copies  of  the  principal  records  in  the  red-book  in 
the  Exchequer,  one  vol. 

Extracts  of  records  and  treaties,  relating  to  fea- 
affairs,  1  vol. 

Records  touching  cuftoms,  ports,  partition  of  the 
lands  of  Gil.  de  Clare,  &c. 

Extract  of  pleas,  in  the  time  of  R.  1.  king  John, 
E.  1.  &c.  one  vol. 

Cartse  Antiquse  in  the  tower,  tranfcribed,  in 
2  vol. 

Chronological  remembrances,  extracted  out  of 
the  notes  of  Bifhop  Uiher,  one  volume  ditched. 
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Inquifitiones  de  Legibus  Wallise,  one  vol.  collec- 
tions or  records  touching  knighthood. 

Titles  of  honour,  Seldeni,  one  vol. 

Mathematics  and  fortifications,  one  vol. 

Proceflus  Curiae  militaris,  one  vol. 

A  book  of  honour  ftitched,  one  vol. 

Extracts  out  of  the  regiftry  of  Canterbury. 

Copies  of  feveral  records  touching  proceedings  in 
the  military  court,  1  vol. 

Abftra&s  of  fummons  and  rolls  of  parliament,  out 
of  the  book  Dunelm,  and  fome  records  alpha- 
betically digefted,  one  vol. 

Abftracts  of  divers  records  in  the  office  of  firfl 
fruits,  one  vol.  ftitched. 

Mathematical  and  Aftrological  calculations,  1  vol. 

A  book  of  divinity. 

Two  large  repofitories  of  records,  marked  A. 
and  B. 

[All  thofe  above  are  in  Folio. ~\ 

THE  proceedings  of  the  forrefts  of  Windfor, 
Dean  and  Eflex,  in  quarto,  one  volume. 

[Tho/e  that  follow,  are  mojl  of  them  in  vellum 
or  parchment  .~\ 

,    Two  books  of  old  ftatutes,  one  ending,  H. 

7.      The  other,  2.  H.  5.  with  the  f urns,  in 

two  vol. 

Five  laft  years  of  E.  2.  one  vol. 
Reports  tempore,  E.  2.  one  vol. 
The  year  book  of  R,  2.  and  fome  others,  one  vol. 
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An  old  chronicle  from  the  creation  to  E,  3.  one 

vol. 
A  Mathematical  book,  efpecially  of  optiques,  one 

vol. 

A  dutch  book  of  Geometry,  and  fortification. 
Murti  Benvenlani  Geometrica,  one  vol. 
Reports  tempore  E.  1.  under  titles,  one  vol. 
An  old  regifter,  and  fome  pleas,  1  vol. 
Bernardi  Bratrack  Perigrinatia,  one  vol. 
Iter  Cantii  and  London,  and  fome  reports  tempore, 

E   2.  one  vol. 

Reports,  tempore,  E.  1.  et  E.  2.  one  vol. 
Leiger  book,  abbatiae  de  bello. 
Ifidori  opera. 
Liber   altercationis,    et    Chriflianas   philofophiae, 

contra  Peganos. 
Hifloria  Petri  Manducatorii. 
Hornii  Ailronomica. 
Hiftoria  Ecclefias  Dunelmenfis. 
Holandi  Chymica. 
De  Alchymise  Scriptoribus. 
The  black-book  of  the  new-law,  collected  by  me, 

and  digefted   into  alphabetical  titles,   written 

with  my  own  hand,  which  is  the  original  copy. 

MATTHEW  HALE. 
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CONCLUSION. 


THUS  lived  and  died  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  the 
renowned  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England  :  He 
had  one  of  the  blelfings  of  virtue  in  the  higheft 
meafure  of  any  of  the  age,  that  does  not  always 
follow  it,  which  was,  that  he  was  univerfally  much 
valued  and  admired  by  men  of  all  fides  and  per- 
fuafions.  For  as  none  could  hate  him  but  for  his 
juflice  and  virtues,  fo  the  great  eftimation  he  was 
generally  in,  made,  that  few  durft  undertake  to 
defend  fo  ingrateful  a  paradox,  as  any  thing  faid 
to  leflen  him  would  have  appeared  to  be.  His 
name  is  fcarce  ever  mentioned  fmce  his  death 
without  particular  accents  of  fingular  refpect.  His 
opinion  in  points  of  law  generally  pafles  as  an  un- 
controulable  authority,  and  is  often  pleaded  in  all 
the  courts  of  juftice  :  and  all  that  knew  him  well, 
do  ftill  fpeak  of  him  as  one  of  the  moft  perfect 
patterns  of  religion  and  virtue  they  ever  faw. 

The  commendations  given  him  by  all  forts  of 
people  are  fuch,  that  I  can  hardly  come  under  the 
cenfures  of  this  age,  for  any  thing  I  have  faid  con- 
cerning him  ;  yet  if  this  book  lives  to  after  times, 
it  will  be  looked  on  perhaps  as  a  picture,  drawn 
more  according  to  fancy  and  invention,  than  after 
the  life  ;  if  it  were  not  that  thofe  who  knew  him 
well,  eflabliihing  its  credit  in  the  prefent  age,  will 


110  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

make  it  pafs  down  to  the  next  with  a  clearer  au- 
thority. 

I  (hall  purfue  his  praife  no  further  in  my  own 
words,  but  mall  add  what  the  prefent  lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England  faid  concerning  him,  when  he 
delivered  the  commiffion  to  the  lord  Chief  Juftice 
Rainsford,  who  fucceeded  him  in  that  office,  he 
began  in  this  manner. 

*  The  vacancy  of  the  feat  of  the  chief  juftice  of 
this  court,  and  that  by  a  way  and  means  fo  unufual 
as  the  refignation  of  him,  that  lately  held  it,  and 
this  too  proceeding  from  fo  deplorable  a  caufe,  as 
the  infirmity  of  that  body,  which  began  to  forfake 
the  ableft  mind  that  ever  prefided  here,  hath  filled 
the  kingdom  with  lamentations,  and  given  the 
king  many  and  penfive  thoughts,  how  to  fupply 
that  vacancy  again.  And  a  little  after  fpeaking 
to  his  fucceflbr,  he  faid,  the  very  labours  of  the 
place,  and  that  weight  and  fatigue  of  bufmefs 
which  attends  it,  are  no  fmall  discouragements ; 
for  what  moulders  may  not  juftly  fear  that  bur- 
den which  made  him  (loop  that  went  before  you  ? 
Yet  I  confefs  you  have  a  greater  difcouragement 
than  the  mere  burden  of  your  place,  and  that  is, 
the  inimitable  example  of  your  lad  predeceflbr  : 
Onerofum  eft  fuccedere  bono  Principi,  was  the  fay- 
ing of  him  in  the  Panegyric ;  and  you  will  find 
it  fo  too  that  are  to  fucceed  fuch  a  chief  juftice, 
of  fo  indefatigable  an  induftry,  fo  invincible  a  pa- 
tience, exemplary  an  integrity,  and  fo  magnani- 
mous a  contempt  of  worldly  things,  without  which 
no  man  can  be  truly  great ;  and  to  all  this  a  man 
that  was  fo  abfolute  a  mafter  of  the  fcience  of  the 
law,  and  even  of  the  moft  abflrufe  and  hidden 


SIR  MATTHEW  HALE.  Ill 

parts  of  it,  that  one  may  truly  fay  of  his  know- 
ledge in  the  law,  what  St.  Auguftin  faid  of  St. 
Jerom's  knowledge  in  divinity,'  Quod  Hleronimus 
nefcivit,  nullus  mortallum  unquam  fcivit.  '  And 
therefore  the  king  would  not  lufFer  himfelf  to  part 
with  fo  great  a  man,  till  he  had  placed  upon  him 
all  the  marks  of  bounty  and  efteem,  which  his  re- 
tired and  weak  condition  was  capable  of.' 

To  this  high  character,  in  which  the  expreffions, 
as  they  well  become  the  eloquence,  of  him  who 
pronounced  them,  fo  they  do  agree  exactly  to  the 
fubject,  without  the  abatements  that  are  often  to 
be  made  for  rhetoric  ;  I  (hall  add  that  part  of  the 
lord  Chief- Ju  (lice's  anfwer,  in  which  he  fpeaks  of 
his  predeceflbr. 

*  A  perfon  in  whom  his  eminent  virtues, 

and  deep  learning,  have  long  managed  a  conteft 
for  the  fuperiority,  which  is  not  decided  to  this 
day,  nor  will  it  ever  be  determined  I  fuppofe ; 
which  (hall  get  the  upper  hand.     A  perfon  that 
has  fat  in  this  court  many  years,  of  whofe  actions 
there  I  have  been  an  eye  and  ear  witnefs,  that  by 
the  greatnefs  of  his  learning  always  charmed  his 
auditors  to  reverence  and  attention  :  A  perfon  of 
whom  I  may  boldly  fay,  that  as  former  times  can- 
not mew  any  fuperior  to  him,  fo  I  am  confident 
fucceeding  and  future  will  never  mew  any  equal : 
thefe  coniideradons  heightened  by  what  I  have 
heard  from  your  lordfhip  concerning  him,  made 
me  anxious  and  doubtful,  and  put  me  to  a  itand, 
how  I  mould  fucceed  fo  able,  fo  good,  fo  great  a 
man :  It  doth  very  much  trouble  me,  that  I  who 
in  comparifon  of  him  am  but  like  a  candle  light- 
ed in  the  fun-fhine,  or  like  a  glow-worm  at  mid- 
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day,  fhould  fucceed  fo  great  a  perfon,  that  is  and 
will  be  fo  eminently  famous  to  all  poflerity :  and 
I  muft  ever  wear  this  motto  in  my  bread  to  com- 
fort me,  and  in  my  a&ions  to  excufe  me, 

Sequitur,  quamuis  non  fajjibus  aquis  ; 

Thus  were  panegyrics  made  upon  him  while 
yet  alive,  in  that  fame  court  of  juflice  which  he 
had  fo  worthily  governed.  As  he  was  honoured 
while  he  lived,  fo  he  was  much  lamented  when  he 
died  :  And  this  will  ftill  be  acknowledged  as  a  juft 
infcription  for  his  memory,  though  his  modefly 
forbid  any  fuch  to  be  put  on  his  tombftone. 

THAT  HE  WAS  ONE  OF  THE  GREATEST  PAT- 
TERISS  THIS  AGE  HAS  AFFORDED.,  WHETHER  IN 
HIS  PRIVATE  DEPORTMENT  AS  A  CHRISTIAN, 
OR  IN  HIS  PUBLIC  EMPLOYMENTS,  EITHER  AT 
THE  BAR  OR  ON  THE  BENCH. 


DISCOURSE 


RELIGION. 


TO  THE 

READER. 


THE  following  difcourfe  was  inclofed 
in  a  letter,  dire&ed  to  the  famous  Prefby- 
terian  Mr.  Richard  Baxter  ;  who  had  cle- 
fired  his  thoughts  on  this  fubje£t.  The 
great  chara&er  the  Author  had  in  the 
world  for  learning,  piety,  and  untainted 
juftice,  will,  it  is  hoped,  engage  fuch  as  are 
acquainted  with  it,  to  a  ferious.  attentive, 
and  impartial  perufal  of  thefe  thoughts. 
The  deiign  of  printing  this  difcourfe  at 
this  time,  is  not  to  alter  the  violent  attach- 
ments of  any  party  to;  their  favourite  opi- 
nions, which  people  frequently  change 
without  making  any  farther  advances  in 
the  knowledge  of  true  Religion,  but  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  upright  minds  in  all 
parties,  to  the  amiable  defcriptions  of  true 
Religion  to  be  found  in  thefe  papers  ;  that 
they  may  ferve  as  a  help  in  reforming  their 
own  hearts  and  lives,  and  engage  them  to 
judge  charitably  of  others,  who  difter  from 
them" in  matters  of  opinion.  For,  accord- 
ing to  this  great  man,  Religion  is  quite  a 
K  3 
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different   thing   from   fpeculation.     '  He 
that  fears  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
walks  humbly  before  him,  thankfully  lays 
hold  of  the  meffage  of  Redemption  by 
Chrift  Jefus,  ftrives  to  exprefs  his  thank- 
fulnefs  by  the  fincerity  of  his  obedience, 
is  forry  with  all  his  foul  when  he  comes 
Ihort  of  his  duty,  walks  watchfully  in  the 
denial  of  himfelf,  and  holds  no  confederacy 
with  any  luft  or  known  fin  ;  if  he  falls  in 
the  leait  meafure,  is  reftleis  till  he  hath 
made  his  peace  by  true  jepentance,  is  true 
to  his  promife,  juft  in  his  actions,  charita- 
ble to  the  poor,  fmcere  in  his  devotions, 
that  will  not  deliberately  difhonour  God, 
though  with  the  greateft  fecurity  of  i^mpu- 
nity  ;  that  hath  his  hope  in  heaven,  and 
his  converfation  in  heaven,  that  dare  not 
do  an  unjuft  a  61  though  never  Ib  much  to 
his  advantage,  and  all  this  becaufe  he  fees 
him  that  is  invifible,  and  fears  him  becaufe 
he  loves  him  ;  fears  him  as  well  for  his 
goodnefs  as  his  greatnels.     Such  a  man, 
whether  he  be  an  lipifcopal,  or  a  Prefby- 
terian,  or  an  Independant,  or  an  Anabap- 
tift,  whether  he  wears  a  furplice,  or  wears 
none  ;  whether  he  hears  Organs,  or  hears 
none  ;  whether  he  kneels  at  the  commu- 
nion, or  for  confcience  fake  ftands  or  fits  : 
he  hath  the  life  of  lleiigion  in  him,  and 
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that  life  a£ts  in  him,  and  will  conform  his 
foul  to  the  image  of  his  Saviour,  and  walk 
along  with  him  to  eternity,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  pra6lice  or  non-pra£Uce  of  thefe 
indifferents. 

'  On  the  other  fide,  if  a  man  fears  not 
the  eternal  God,  dares  commit  any  fin 
with  prefumption,  can  drink  exceffively, 
fwear  vainly  or  falfely,  commit  adultery, 
lie,  cozen,  cheat,  break  his  promifes,  live 
loofely,  though  he  pra6tife  every  ceremo- 
ny never  fo  curioully,  or  as  ftubbornly  op- 
pofe  them  ;  though  he  cry  down  Bilh  >ps, 
or  cry  down  PrefBytery  ;  though  he  b  j  re- 
baptized  every  day,  or  though  he  difc  nim 
•tgRinil  it  as  herefy  ;  though  he  faft  all  the 
.Lent,  or  feafts  out  of  pretence  of  avoiding 
1  :perftition,  yet  notwithstanding  thefe,  and 
a  thoufand  more  external  conformities,  or 
zealous  oppofitions  of  them,  he  wants  the 
life  of  Religion/ 

To  the  fame  purpofe  is  the  following 
defcription  of  Religion,  by  Doctor  Bar- 
ro\vr. 

< '  ^ 

'  The  principal  advantage  of  wifdom,  is 
its  acquainting  us  with  the  nature  and 
reafon  of  true  Religion,  and  affording  con- 
victive  arguments  to  peiluade  the  practice 
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of  it :  which  is  accompanied  with  the  pur- 
eft  delight,  and  attended  with  the  molt  fo- 
lid  content  imaginable  :  I  fay,  the  nature 
of  Religion,  wherein  it  confifts,  and  what 
it  requires  :  The  miftake  of  which  pro- 
cluceth  daily  fo  many  mifchiefs  and  incon- 
veniencies  in  the  world,  and  expofeth  fo 
good  a  name  to  fo  much  reproach.     It 
fheweth,   it  confiiteth  not  in  fair  profef- 
fions  and  glorious  pretences,  but  in  real 
pradlice  ;  not  in  a  pertinacious  adherence 
to  any  fed:,  or  party,  but  in  a  fincere  love 
of  goodnefs,   and    diflike   of  naughtinefs 
wherever  difcovering  itfelf ;  not  in  vain  of- 
tentations  and  flourifhes  of  outward  per- 
formance, but  in  an  inward  good  complex- 
ion of  mind,  exerting  itfelf  in  works  of 
true   devotion  and  charity,  not  in  a  nice 
orthodoxy,   or  politic   fubje&ion   of  our 
judgments  to   the  peremptory  dictates  of 
men  ;  but  in  a  fincere  love  of  truth,  and 
hearty  approbation  and  compliance   with 
the  doctrines  fundamentally  good  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  believed  :  Not  in  hard)  cen- 
furing,  and  virulently  inveighing  againit 
others,  but  in  careful  amending  our  own 
ways  :  Not  in  a  peevifh  croflhels  and  ob- 
itinate  repugnancy  to  received  laws  and 
cultoms  ;   but  in   a  quiet   and   peaceable 
fubiniilioii  to  the  exprefs  laws  of  God,  and 
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lawful  commands  of  men  :  Not  in  a  furi- 
ous, zeal  for  or  againft  trivial  circumftances, 
but  in  a  confcionable  pra&iiing  the  fub- 
ilantial  parts  of  Religion :  Not  in  a  fre- 
quent talking,  or  contentious  difputing  a- 
bout  it ;  but  in  a  ready  oblervance  of  the 
unqueftionable  rules  and  precepts  of  it.  In 
a  word,  true  Religion  confifts  in  nothing 
elie,  but  doing  what  becomes  our  relation 
to  God,  in  a  conformity  or  fimilitude  to 
his  nature,  and  in  a  willing  obedience  to 
his  holy  will,  to  which  by  potent  incen- 
tives, it  allures  and  perfuaues  us,  by  re- 
pre  ten  ting  to  us  his  tranfcendent  glorious 
attributes/ 


A 

DISCOURSE 

OF 

RELIGION*. 


CHAP.  I. 


The  ends  and  ufes  of  it,  and  the  errors  of 
men  touching  it. 


religion  is  the  greateft  improvement, 
advantage,  and  privilege  of  human  nature  ; 
and  thai  which  gives  it  the  nobleft  and  higheft 
pre-eminence  above  other  viable  creatures. 

We  may  obferve  in  many  brute  beafts  and 
birds,  admirable  inftincls,  dexterities,  and  faga- 
cities  ;  and  in  fome  of  them  fome  dark  refem- 
blances  of  reafon  or  ratiocination  :  but  religion  is 
fo  appropriate  to  the  human  nature,  that  there 
are  Icarce  any  fort  of  men,  but  have  fome  religion  : 
nor  do  the  mod  fubtile  or  fagacious  brutes  afford 
any  figns  thereof,  as  communicated  to  their 
natures. 

It  is  one  of  the  chiefeft  mercies  and  bleflings 
that  almighty  God  hath  afforded  to  the  children 
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of  men,  and  that  which  fignally  manifefls  his  pro- 
vidential care  towards,  and  over  them,  that  in  al1 
ages,  and  among  all  nations,  he  hath  given  t< 
them   fome  means  and   helps  to   difcover  untc 
them,  though  in  different  degrees,  fome  principal 
fentiments  of  true  religion :   1 .  By  the  fecret  cha- 
racters, and  impreflions,  and  ftru&ures  thereof  in 
their  minds  and  confciences.     2.  By  his  glorious 
and  admirable  works,  commonly  called  the  works 
of  nature.     3.  By  fignal  providences,  and  provi- 
dential regimen  of  the  world.     4.  By  raifmg  up 
men  in  all  ages  of  great  wifdom,  obfervation.  and 
learning,  which  did  inftru£t  the  more  ignorant  in 
this  great  concernment,  the  rudiments  of  natural 
religion.     5.  By  traditionary  tranfmiffion  of  many 
important  truths  and  directions  of  life,  from  an- 
ceftors  to  their  poflerity,  and  others  :    though  in 
procefs  of  time,  evil  cuftoms  and  evil  men,  did, 
in  a  great  meafure,  impair  and  corrupt  the  fenti- 
ments and  practices  of  men,  notwithflanding  thefe 
helps.     Therefore  the  fame  mercy  and  goodnefs 
of  God,  for  the  prefervation  and  propagation  of 
the  true  religion,  was  pleafed  to  fubftitute  a  more 
fixed  and  permanent  means :   namely,  the  holy 
Scriptures,  or  divine  Revelations,   committed   to 
writing  in  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment.     Though    the   religion  delivered  in  both 
Teftaments,  be  in  fubftance  the  fame  ;    yet  the 
true  religion  was  more  fully,  and  plainly,  and  dif- 
tinctly  delivered  by  Chrift,  and  his  apoftles  in  the 
New  Teftament,  together  alfo  with  fome  additi- 
onal inftructions  for  the  better  prefervation   and 
propagation  thereof  to  mankind  ;   and  divers  ad- 
ditional evidences  to  prove  and  manifeft  the  truth 
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of  this  religion,  to  procure  its  belief  and  accepta- 
tion :  as  the  birth,  miracles,  death,  refurre&ion 
and  afcenfion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  reformer 
of  the  Jewifti,  and  great  inftitutor  of  the  Chriflian 
religion,  fo  called  from  Chrift,  that  taught  and 
aflerted  it.  The  Chriftian  religion  is  the  moft 
perfect  rule  of  our  duty  to  God,  ourfelves,  and 
others ;  and  was  defigned  principally  for  thefe 
great  ends. 

1 .  To  reftore  to  the  glorious  God,  the  honour, 
duty,  and  obedience  of  his  creature,  man  ;  teach- 
ing  him  to  know,  to  glorify  and  ferve  his  Creator, 
to  be  thankful  to  him,  to  fubmit  to  his  will,  to 
obey  his  law  and  command,  to  be  thankful  for 
his  mercies,  to  acknowledge  him  in  all  his  ways, 
to  call  upon  him,  to  worfhip  him,  to  depend  upon 
him,  to  walk  fincerely  in  his  fight,  to  admire  and 
adore  his  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  in  all  his  works, 
efpecially  in  the  great  work  of  the  redemption  of 
mankind  by  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus. 

2.  To  enable  man  to  attain  everlafting  happi- 
nefs,  the  perpetual  vifion  of  the  glorious  God, 
and  to  fit  and  prepare  him  to  be  a  partaker  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  and  glory. 

3.  To  compofe  and  fettle  mankind  in  fuch  a 
decent  and  becoming  redtitude,  order,  and  de- 
portment in  this  world,  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the 
exigence  of  a  reafonable  nature,  and  the  good  of 
mankind :  which  confifts  principally  in  a  double 
relation,    1.  To  a  man's  felf,  fobriety.     2.  To 
others,  which  confift  in  thofe  two  great  habits  or 
difpofitions  beneficent  to  mankind,  viz.  righteouf- 
nefs  or  juftice,  and  charity  or  love  and  benefi- 
cence. 


124  A    DISCOURSE 

Thefe  three  great  ends  are  fuccin&ly  delivered, 
Tit.  ii.  11,  12.  "  For  the  grace  of  God  that  bring- 
eth  falvation  hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  teach- 
ing us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts, 
we  fhould  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in 
this  prefent  world."  Here  we  have  thefe  three 
ends  of  Chriftian  religion.  1.  Godlinefs,  or  our 
duty  to  God.  2.  Salvation,  or  our  own  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs.  3.  Sobriety,  righteoufnefs,  which 
alfo  includeth  charity,  a  part  of  evangelical  righ- 
teoufnefs. 

And  becaufe  Chriftian  religion  was  intended 
and  inftituted  for  the  good  of  mankind,  whether 
poor  or  rich,  learned  or  unlearned,  fimple  or  pru- 
dent, wife  or  weak,  it  was  fitted  with  fuch  plain, 
eafy,  and  evident  directions,  both  for  things  to  be 
known,  and  things  to  be  done,  in  order  to  the  at- 
tainment of  the  end  for  which  it  was  defigned, 
that  might  be  underftood  by  any  capacity,  that 
had  the  ordinary  and  common  ufe  of  reafon  or 
human  underftanding,  and  by  the  common  aflift- 
ance  of  the  divine  grace,  might  be  praftifed  by 
them. 

The  Credenda^  or  things  to  be  known  and  be- 
lieved, as  fimply  neceffary  to  thofe  ends,  are  but 
few,  and  intelligible,  briefly  delivered  in  that  fum- 
mary  of  Chriftian  religion,  ufually  called  the  A- 
poftles  creed. 

The  Agenda,  or  things  to  be  done  or  foreborne, 
are  thofe  few  and  excellent  precepts,  delivered  by 
Chrift  and  his  Apoftles,  in  that  little  book  of  the 
New  Teftament,  and  yet  even  the  tenth  part  of 
tjiat  little  book  will  contain  all  the  precepts  of 
Chriftian  duty  and  obedience  contained  in  that 
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book  :  and  in  brief,  the  baptifmal  covenant,  as  it 
is  contained  in  the  liturgy,  and  explanation  there- 
of in  the  church  catechifm  ufed  among  us,  toge- 
ther with  the  precept  of  the  decalogue,  contain  in 
effect  a  fummary  or  brief  epitome  of  our  Chriftian 
duty. 

And  certainly  it  was  neceflary  and  becoming 
the  wifdom  of  the  moft  wife  God,  and  that  reli- 
gion and  doctrine,  which  equally  concerned  men 
of  all  kinds  and  capacities,  mould  be  accordingly 
accommodated,  as  might  be  ufeful  for  all.  If  the 
doctrine  or  precepts  of  Chriftian  religion  mould 
have  been  delivered  in  over  fublime,  or  feraphical 
expreflions,  in  high  rhetorical  raptures,  in  intri- 
cate and  fubtil  phrafes  or  flile,  or  if  it  mould  have 
been  furcharged  with  a  multitude  of  particulars, 
it  would  have  been  like  a  fealed  book,  to  the  far 
greateft  part  of  mankind,  who  yet  were  equally 
concerned  in  the  bufinefs  and  end  of  religion, 
with  the  greateft  philofophers  and  clerks  in  the 
world. 

Upon  what  hath  been  faid,  we  may  therefore 
conclude, 

1.  That  there  is  not,  and  indeed  may  not  be 
any  great  difficulty  in  the  attaining  of  a  true  fav- 
ing  knowledge  of  Chriftian  religion. 

2.  That  the  duties  of  Chriftian  religion  are  not 
of  ib  vaft  an  extent,  but  the  knowledge  of  them 
may  be  alfo  attained  by  an  ordinary  capacity,  wil- 
ling to  learn. 

3.  That  confidering  that  God  Almighty  is  ne- 
ver wanting  with  his  grace  to  aflift  thole  that  fm- 
cerely  endeavour  and  defire  to  obey  him  and  ferve 
him,  it  is  not  fo  difficult  a  bufinefs  to  perform  an 
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evangelical  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  the  gof- 
pel,  I  fay,  an  evangelical  obedience,  though  not  a 
perfect  obedience ;  an  obedience  that  is  fmcere, 
though  many  times  weak,  and  failings,  which  ne- 
verthelefs  are  forgiven,  and  their  fmcere,  though 
imperfect  obedience  accepted  by  Almighty  God, 
through  the  merits  and  interceflion  of  Chrift,  and 
our  own  humiliation  and  fmcere  repentance  for 
our  failings. 

And,  4.  That  when  all  is  done,  in  this  belief 
and  this  obedience,  confifts  our  Chriftian  religion. 
This  is  the  one  thing  neceiTary,  the  Magnum  Q- 
fortet^  which  is  of  highefl  concernment  and  great- 
eft  importance  to  mankind. 

Bat  now,  if  we  do  but  look  about  us  in  the 
world,  and  obferve  and  confider  the  matters, 
wherein  men  for  the  mod  part,  do  place  religion, 
we  mall  find  quite  another  kind  of  rate  and  nature 
of  religion,  than  what  Chrift  inftituted  or  intend- 
ed, and  yet  all  veiled  and  fhrouded  under  the 
name  of  Chriftian  religion  ;  and  greater  weight 
and  flrefs  laid  upon  them,  than  upon  the  true, 
zeal,  grand  impofts  of  Chriftian  religion. 

I.  I  mall  begin  with  the  fubtilties  of  great 
fcholars,  fchoolmen,  and  fcholaftic  divines. 
Thefe  have  turned  Chriftian  religion  into  a  mod 
curious  and  difficult  fpeculation,  and  that  which 
was  defigned  by  Chrift  Jefus  as  a  plain  direction 
to  every  capacity,  to  be  a  guide  to  a  righteous, 
holy,  and  fober  life  here,  and  to  attain  everlafting 
life  hereafter,  they  have  (made)  a  mere  exercife 
of  wit,  and  a  piece  of  greater  fubtilty  than  the 
abftrufeft  philofophy  or  metaphyfics.  And  this 
they  have  done  principally  thefe  ways. 
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1.  By  difputes  about  queftions,  that  as  they  are 
not  in  themfelves  neceffary  to  be  known,  fo  they 
are  in  their  own  nature  impoffible  for  human  un- 
derftanding  to  determine  :  as  for  inftance ;  many, 
if  not  all,  the  points  controverted  between  the 
Arminians  and  Calvinifts,  as  touching  the  man- 
ner of  the  decrees  of  God,  what  kind  of  influ- 
ence he  hath  upon  the  wills  of  men.   The  manner 
of  the  divine  knowledge  of  things  future,  contin- 
gent, or  poflible.     The  refiftibility  or  irrefiftibility 
of  divine  grace.     The  nature  of  eternity,  and  in- 
finirude,  and  indivifibility.     The  manner  of  the 
exiftence  of  the  three  Perfons  in  the  unity  of  ef- 
fence.     The  nature  of  angels  and  fpirits  ;    the 
manner  and  degrees,  and  method  of  their  know- 
ledge of  things ;  their  feveral  ranks  and  orders, 
and  infinite   more  fpeculations  and   difputes  of 
things  that  do  not  in  their  own  nature  fall  under 
the  difcovery  of  human  underftanding,  by  the  or- 
dinary courfe  of  ratiocination,  and  are  impoffible 
to  be  known  further  than  they  are  diftindly  re- 
vealed by  Almighty  God,  and  as  it  was  mduftri- 
oufly  kept  fecret  by  Almighty  God,  becaufe  they 
are  not  of  ufe  to  mankind  to  be  known.     It  is 
far  more  poffible  for  a  child  of  three  years  old,  to 
have  a  true  conception  of  the  moft  abftrufe  points 
in  philofophy,  or  in  the  myfticai  reafons  of  {late 
or  politic  government  of  a  kingdom,  than  for  the 
wifeft  man  that  ever  was,  without  revelation  from 
God,  to  have  any  tolerable  conception  or  notion 
of  things  of  this  nature,  with  any  tolerable  cer- 
tainty or  evidence. 

2.  Again,  there  are  other  points  difputed  which 
are  of  a  lower  allay,  and  yet  not  to  be  diftin&ly 
L  3 
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known  without  more  clear  revelation  than  we  yet 
have  of  it,  nor  yet  of  any  neceflity  for  us  diftinc~t- 
ly  to  know :  as  for  inftance,  concerning  the  na- 
ture and  manner  of  tranfmiffion  of  original  fin ; 
how  far  the  fins  of  immediate  or  remote  parents, 
affect  their  pofterity  with  guilt  or  punifhment : 
the  origination  of  the  human  foul :  how  far  the 
efficacy  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  was  intentionally 
for  all  men  ;  concerning  the  means  of  communi- 
cation thereof  to  infants,  ideots,  and  the  invincibly 
ignorant :  what  is  the  real  confequence  of  baptifm 
of  infants,  or  its  omiflion  ;  how  far  the  will  of 
man  is  operative  to  his  converfion,  or  perfever- 
ance ;  wherein  the  formal  nature  of  j  unification 
eonfifts ;  how  far  forth  faith  fingly  is  fufficient 
for  it,  without  fan  edification  and  habitual  holinefs 
at  laft,  and  how  far  forth  the  fincere  love  of  God, 
by  a  perfon  invincibly  ignorant  of  many,  or  moft 
points  of  Chriflian  religion  is  fufficient  thereunto  ; 
concerning  the  eftate  of  the  feparate  foul  before 
the  lafl  judgment,  and  how  far  it  enjoys  the  bea- 
tifical vifion  before  the  refurre&ion. 

Difputes  touching  thefe,  and  the  like  difficult 
queflions,  have  blown  up  men's  fancies  with  fpe- 
culations,  inftead  of  filling  their  hearts  with  the 
true  and  genuine  effects  of  Chriftian  religion. 

It  is  true,  that  phyficians  and  naturalifts  do, 
and  may  make  enquiries  into  the  method  and 
progrefs  of  generation,  and  digeflion,  and  fangui- 
fication,  and  the  motion  of  the  chyle,  the  blood, 
the  humours  :  for,  1.  They  have  "means  of  accefs 
to  the  difcovery  thereof  by  difleclion  and  obferva- 
tion.  And,  2.  .It  is  of  fome  ufe  to  them  in  their 
fcience,  and  the  exercife  thereof.  But  when  all 
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is  done,  a  man  of  a  found  conftitution  digefls  his 
meat,  and  his  blood  circulates,  and  his  feveral  vef- 
fels  and  entrails  perform  their  offices,  though  he 
knew  not  diftinctly  the  method  of  their  motions 
and  operations.  But  thefe  {peculations  above 
mentioned,  in  points  of  divinity  as  they  are  not 
poflible  to  be  diftinctly  determined  with  any  cer- 
tainty, fo  they  are  of  little  ufe  to  be  known. 

If  the  heart  be  feafoned  with  the  true  knowledge 
of  the  things  that  are  revealed,  and  with  the  life 
of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  love  of  God,  it 
will  be  effectual  enough  to  order  his  life,  and 
bring  him  to  everlafting  happinefs,  though  he  be 
not,  like  an  exquifite  anatomift,  acquainted  with  a 
diflinft  comprehenfion  or  knowledge  of  the  feve- 
ral difficult  enquiries  of  this  nature.  Believe 
what  is  required  by  the  word  of  God  to  be  be- 
lieved, and  do  your  duty,  as  by  that  word  is  di- 
recled ;  fo  that  the  life  of  religion,  and  the  love 
of  God  be  once  fet  on  foot  in  the  foul,  and  there 
nourifhed,  and  commit  yourfelf  to  the  faithfulnefs 
and  goodnefs  of  God,  and  this  will  be  effectual  to 
the  great  end  of  religion,  though  all  thefe  difputes 
be  laid  afide. 

3.  Again,  A  third  mifchief  of  fcholaftics,  is,  in 
relation  to  practics :  1 .  Some  cafuiftical  divines 
have  fo  diftinguifhed  concerning  religious  exter- 
nal duties,  that  they  have  left  little  practical  reli- 
gion or  morality  in  the  world,  and  by  their  fubtil 
curious  diftindlions,  have  made  almoft  every  thing 
lawful,  and  with  the  Pharifees,  in  the  time  of  our 
Saviour,  have  made  void  the  laws  of  God,  (and 
of  man  alfo)  by  their  traditions  and  diftinclions : 
fo  that  religion  towards  God,  and  all  righteoufnefs 
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and  fobriety,  is  fo  thin  and  narrow,  and  fubtil, 
that  by  their  do&rine  of  probability,  and  cafu- 
iftial  distinctions,  all  the  bones  thereof  are  looien- 
ed.  It  would  be  too  long  to  give  inftances  in  par- 
ticular :  The  late  velitations  in  France  between 
fome  of  the  Popifh  Priefts  and  Jefuits,  furnifh  the 
world  with  inftances  enough  of  this  kind. 

II.  The  fecond  inftance  is  this,  the  turning  of 
the  greateft  part  of  religion  into  politic  contriv- 
ances, for  attaining  or  upholding  power,  wealth, 
or  intereft. 

There  have  been  inftances  many  in  this  kind 
among  fecular  princes  and  dates,  this  was  the  aft 
of  Jeroboam  to  fet  up  idolatrous  religion  in  Sa- 
maria, for  preventing  a  return  of  the  ten  tribes  to 
the  houfe  of  David.  And  we  may  obferve  it  in 
moft  of  the  religions  eftablifhed  by  Heathenifh 
princes,  which  was  fo  ordered  to  accommodate 
their  intereft,  though  to  the  extreme  corrupting 
of  natural  religion. 

But  there  is  not  fo  eminent  an  inftance  thereof 
in  the  whole  world,  as  that  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
ftate  of  the  church  of  Rome,  who  have  corrupted, 
as  much  as  in  them  lies,  the  moft  pure  and  inno- 
cent religion  that  ever  the  world  knew,  namely, 
the  Chriftian  religion,  by  diftorting  it  to  ends  of 
wealth  and  powe  ,  appendicating  to  it  certain  new 
doctrines  and  praclic'.s  merely  to  thofe  ends. 
And  not  only  fo,  but  have  laid  the  greateft  weight 
of  religion  in  the  obfervation  of  thefe  political  ap- 
pendications ;  fo  that  a  man  that  either  queftions 
or  not  obferves  the  political  additaments,  runs  as 
fevere  a  cenfure  and  danger  among  'hem,  as  he 
that  denies  the  moft  unqueilionable  principles  of 
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Chriftian  religion.  Such  are  their  doctrines  of 
the  Pope's  fupremacy,  the  Pope's  infallibility,  the 
necefiity  to  falvation  to  be  of  the  Romifh  church  ; 
the  adoration  of  images,  faints  departed,  and  an- 
gels ;  the  veneration  of  reliques  ;  the  do&rine  of 
purgatory,  indulgences,  and  the  church  treafury 
of  redundant  merits ;  the  doctrine  and  practice  of 
difpenfations  and  indulgences  ;  their  canonization 
of  faints  ;  their  pilgrimages,  numerous  ceremonies, 
theatrical  fpe&acles,  their  doctrine  of  tranfubftan- 
tiation,  and  divers  other  fuper-additions  and  ap- 
pendications  to  Chriftian  religion,  which  any  per- 
fon,  not  captivated  by  them,  may  with  half  an  eye 
perceive  to  be  invented  and  continued  merely  for 
the  fupport  of  the  grandeur  of  an  univerfal  mo- 
narchy which  they  mifcall  the  Church,  and  for  the 
amafling  of  wealth  and  power  for  the  fupport  of 
it,  as  might  moft  eafily  be  evinced  by  the  parti- 
cular examination  of  all  thofe  politic  appendixes. 

And  yet  let  any  man  obferveit,  he  fhall  find  as 
great  fervour  for  the  upholding  of  thefe  doctrines 
and  practices,  and  as  great  a  jealoufy  of  the  leaft 
breach  made  upon  them,  as  if  the  whole  concern 
of  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  falvation  of  fouls, 
lay  in  their  belief  and  obfervance. 

III.  The  third  inftance  is  in  relation  to  the 
forms  of  church  government  and  ceremonies. 
That  ecclefiaftical  government  is  neceflary  for  the 
prefervation  of  religion,  is  evident  to  any  reafon- 
able  and  confiderate  man  :  And  that  the  Epifco- 
pal  government  conftituted  in  England,  is  a  moft 
excellent  form  of  ecclefiaftical  government,  and 
exceeds  all  other  forms  of  ecclefiaftical  govern- 
ment may  be  eafily  evinced ;  and  that  it  is  the 
beft  adapted  to  the  civil  government  in  this  king- 


132  A    DISCOURSE 

dom,  is  vifible  to  any  intelligent  perfon  :  And  yet 
I  do  not  think  that  the  efience  of  Chriftian  religion 
confifts  in  this,  or  any  other  particular  form  of 
government.  It  is  a  great  help  to  the  prefervation 
of  it  in  its  purity  and  unity,  and  may  be  well  call- 
ed Sepimentum  Religionis  Chriftiantf,  as  the  Jews 
call  their  oral  tradition,  Sepimentum  Legis,  the 
fence  of  the  law.  But  a  man  may  be  a  good  and 
excellent  Chriftian  under  this  or  any  other  form 
of  ecclefiaftical  government,  nay  in  fuch  places 
where  poflibly  there  is  no  fettled  form  of  ecclefi- 
aftical government  eftablifned. 

But  if  we  obferve  many  perfons  in  the  world, 
we  mail  find  fome  fo  highly  devoted  to  this  or  that 
particular  form  of  government,  as  if  all  the  weight 
of  Chriftian  religion  lay  in  it :  Though  the  wife 
and  fober  fort  of  conformifts  know  and  profefs 
this,  yet  there  be  fome  rafh  people  that  will  pre- 
fently  un-church  all  the  reformed  churches  be- 
yond the  feas  which  are  not  under  epifcopal  go- 
vernment. That  if  they  fee  a  man,  otherwife  of 
orthodox  principles,  of  a  pious  and  religious  life, 
yet  if  fcrupling  fome  points  of  ecclefiaftical  go- 
vernment, though  peaceable,  they  will  efteem  him 
little  better  than  a  Heathen  or  Publican,  a  Schif- 
matic,  Heretic,  and  what  not  :  On  the  other  fide, 
if  they  fee  a  man  of  great  fervour  in  averting  the 
ecclefiaftical  government,  obfervant  of  external 
ceremonies,  though  otherwife  of  a  loofe  and  dif- 
folute  life,  yet  they  will  be  ready  to  applaud  him 
with  the  ftile  of  a  fon  of  the  church,  and  upon 
that  account,  over-look  the  mifcarriages  of  his 
life,  as  if  the  eflence  and  life  of  Chriftian  religion 
lay  in  the  bare  aflerting  of  the  form  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal government. 
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On  the  other  fide,  there  is  as  great  an  extremi- 
ty of  the  other  hand  :  There  are  many  indifcreet 
perfons,  as  well  divines  as  others,  that  having  ei- 
ther by  their  education,  or  by  converfation  with 
DifTenters,  or  poflibly  to  gain  a  party,  taken  upon 
them  the  patronage  of  aflerting  of  fome  other  form 
of  church  government,  either  Prefbyterian  or  In- 
dependent, or  fomething  framed  by  their  own  in- 
vention, prefently  cry  down  the  eftablifhed  go- 
vernment of  the  church,  as  Antichriflian  or  Po- 
pifh,andcry  up  that  which  they  have  thus  efpoufed, 
as  the  only  true  Chriftian  regiment  inftituted  by 
Chrift  ;  and  prefently  among  them,  and  their  fol- 
lowers, this  is  made  the  difcriminative  mark  of  a 
true  Chriftian.  If  they  fee  a  man  conformable  to 
the  eftablifhed  government,  though  he  be  pious, 
fober,  and  truly  religious,  yet  they  defpife  and  ne- 
glecl:  him,  cenfure  him  as  a  formalift,  and  without 
the  power  of  godlinefs :  But  if  a  man  will  but  re- 
vile the  eftablifhed  government,  and  be  bold  a- 
gainft  it,  cry  it  down,  and  cry  up  the  new  inftitu- 
tion  into  which  they  are  lifted,  though  the  man  be 
covetous,  uncharitable,  hard-hearted,  proud,  im- 
petuous, and  poflibly  otherwife  loofe  in  his  conver- 
fation, yet  fuch  a  man  fhall  be  cherifhed,  applaud- 
ed, and  cried  up  for  a  faint,  a  precious  man,  and 
zealous  for  the  truth. 

And  although  decent  ceremonies,  that  are  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  dignity  of  religion,  and  to 
keep  due  order  and  regularity,  are  not  eflential 
parts  of  Chriftianity,  nor  were  ever  fo  efteemed  by 
wife  and  fober  men,  and  yet  are  of  ufe  and  conve- 
nience in  the  church,  neverthelefs  we  may  eafily 
obferve  among  men  the  fame  extremes  as  are  be- 
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fore  noted :  Some  placing  the  whole  weight  of 
religion  in  their  drift  obfervance,  and  making 
them  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  badge  of  a  fon 
of  the  church,  hating  and  defpifing  thofe  that 
fcruple  any  thing  in  them,  or  that  do  not  come  up 
in  every  punctilio  to  their  obfervance,  though  they 
be  otherwife  found  in  the  principles  of  faith,  pi- 
ous and  drift  in  their  lives,  juft  and  honeft  to  ail 
men,  and  fober,  temperate  and  blamelefs. 

On  the  other  fide,  there  be  a  fort  of  men  that 
place  the  greated  ftrefs  and  dlfcriminating  point 
of  Chriftian  religion,  in  oppofmg  and  decrying  all 
inftituted  ceremonies,  though  innocent,  decent, 
and  without  any  the  lead  touch  of  fuperftition  in 
them,  yet  thefe  muft  be  decried,  as  Popi(h5  Anti- 
chridian,  dedruftive  of  Chriftian  liberty,  an,d  the 
party  that  with  mod  boldnefs  and  vehemence  de- 
claims againft  them,  is  valued  by  them  as  a  mod 
precious  man,  a  man  of  zeal  and  courage,  and 
needs  little  elie  to  judify  and  magnify  him  with 
his  party. 

On  the  other  fide,  though  a  man  be  of  an  holy 
and  confcientious  life,  found  in  principles,  fober, 
blamelefs,  peaceable;  yet  if  he  obferve  thefe 
blamelefs  ceremonies,  though  with  great  modera- 
tion and  charity  to  Diffenters,  he  (hall  be  flighted 
and  undervalued,  edeemed  a  formalid,  a  time- 
ferver,  or,  at  bed,  a  man  wanting  courage,  zeal, 
lukewarm,  timorous,  and  wanting  the  power  of 
godlinefs.  Such  wild  and  wrong  meafures,  do 
men  of  extremes  on  all  hands,  take  of  the  true  ef- 
fence  and  ends  of  Chridianity. 

IV.  Again,  even  among  profefTors  of  the  Pro- 
tedant  religion,  there  are  divers  difputed  and  con- 
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troverted  points ;  as  between  the  Calvimfts  and 
Arminians,  efpecially  touching  the  univerfality  of 
the  redemption  by  Chrift,  perfeverance  and  falling 
from  grace,  and  almoft  every  day  there  arife  cer- 
tain new  opinions,  fome  of  greater  importance, 
but  very  commonly  of  fmali  and  inconfiderabJe 
moment;  and  thefe  are  taken  up  by  the  feveral 
parties  poflibly  agreeing  in  the  fame  fundamentals 
of  Chriftian  religion.  And  fometimes  they  are 
entertained  by  a  party  of  men,  becaufe  their  paf- 
tors  are  of  that  opinion,  or  feem  to  be  fo  ;  though 
often  they  are  taken  up,  or  inftilled  into  a  party, 
to  make  a  difcriminative  mark  between  perfons  of 
feveral  congregations,  and  then  it  is  wonderful  to 
fee  with  what  fervour  each  party  maintains  his  te- 
net, and  as  great  weight  is  laid  upon  it,  as  if  the 
whole  ftrbfs  of  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  falvation 
jof  the  fouls  of  men  lay  upon  it ;  when  God  knows 
they  are  not  of  any  moment  in  it. 

Such  was  the  old  controverfy  between  the  eaft- 
ern  and  weftern  churches  about  Eafter-day,  and 
more  ancient  than  that  in  the  Apoftles  times,  about 
eating  of  meats  offered  to  idols,  and  among  us  at 
this  day  touching  the  five  Arminian  queftions. 
And  yet  we  mail  fee  men  as  fervent  and  zealous 
about  them,  as  cenforious  of  Diflenters  from  them, 
as  fond  of  thofe  of  the  fame  opinion  with  them, 
as  if  all  the  articles  of  the  Chriftian  faith  were  im- 
mediately concerned  in  them  ;  when  all  the  while 
they  are  not  of  any  moment  to  the  falvation  of 
men,  nor  of  any  concernment  to  the  Chriftian 
religion,  or  the  ends  thereof,  but  are  only  artifices 
impofed  upon  men  to  hold  up  parties,  or  to  keep 
up  fome  man,  or  parties  reputation ;  imaginations 
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which  men  are  fond  of,  becaufe  they  are  their 
own,  at  lead  theirs  whom  they  have  in  great  vene- 
ration or  efteem. 

V.  Again,  the  fond  miftakes  of  men  in  this 
kind,  are  obfervable  in  very  flight  and  trivial  mat- 
ters, which  yet  are  entertained  with  a  kind  of  reli- 
gious veneration,  when  they  ferve  to  hold  up  par- 
ties, or  as  discriminations  of  their  profeflions. 
Among  the  profeffed  Monks  and  Friars,  they 
have  certain  habits  afligned  to  feveral  orders,  and 
as  well  anciently  as  now,  have  feveral  kinds  of 
tonfures  of  their  heads,  which  they  obferve  with 
great  feverity  ;  and  place  much  religion  in  them. 

And  even  among  the  various  feels,  or  perfua- 
fions  among  thofe  that  lead  abhor  Popery,  yet  we 
fhall  find  fome  fuch  fond  things  upon  which  they 
lay  a  great  weight  of  their  religion  :  Sometimes  in 
very  looks  and  compofing  of  their  countenance ; 
fometimes  in  the  manner  or  tone  of  expreffions ; 
ibmetimes  in  affected  phrafes ;  fometimes  in  gef- 
tures  ;  fometimes  in  habits  and  dreffes  ;  fometimes 
in  ufe  of  meats  and  drinks  of  one  kind  or  other. 
I  fhall  give  fome  few  inftances. 

You  fhall  have  fome  that  place  a  great  point  of 
religion,  in  forbearing  the  eating  of  fiefh  upon 
Fridays,  or  in  the  time  of  Lent,  but  yet  indulge 
themfelves  oftentimes  in  the  eating  of  the  choicefl 
fifh,  and  the  mofl  coflly  diet  of  their  meats :  O- 
thers  again  think  they  mud  needs  go  as  far  on  -the 
other  extreme,  chufing  thofe  feafons  for  feafting 
upon  flefh,  and  think  it  acceptable  with  God,  be- 
caufe it  runs  counter  to  the  other  extreme. 

Again,  a  time  there  was  when  it  was  thought 
that  long  hair  was  unbecoming  profeffors  of  Chrif- 
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tianity,  and  upon  that  account,  fome  did  wear 
their  hair  Jhort,  even  to  extremity.  But  about 
the  beginning  of  the  late  wars,  many  took  up,  as 
they  thought,  a  more  elevated  way  of  Chriftianity, 
and  as  a  badge  thereof,  wore  their  hair  extremely 
long. 

The  conformifts  ufually  wear  crowns  or  cano- 
nical coats  ;  many  of  the  nonconformifts,  by  way 
of  difcrimination,  ufe  other  habits. 

The  former  officiate,  as  the  canons  require  them, 
in  furplices,  and  fometimes  with  hoods,  and  fome 
are  fo  taken  with  it,  that  they  think  the  offices 
want  an  eflential  part  when  performed  without  it ; 
fome  of  the  latter,  think  the  folemn  ordinances 
are  prophaned  by  it,  and  rendered  fuperftitious. 

But  among  all  the  differing  perfuafions  among 
us,  there  are  none  that  give  a  man  more  ample 
evidence  of  miftakes  of  this  nature,  than  thofe  call- 
ed Quakers,  who  place  a  great  part  of  their  reli- 
gion in  keeping  on  their  hats,  in  ufmg  the  words 
thee  and  thou,  in  fliling  the  months  and  days  of 
the  week,  not  according  to  the  ufual  appellation, 
but  the  firft,  or  fecond  month,  or  day,  in  certain 
habits  and  poflures  unlike  other  men  ;  in  filent 
devotions  at  their  public  meetings ;  in  reviling 
and  crying  down  the  eflablifhed  miniftry,  churches, 
facraments,  Lord's-day,  and  all  manner  of  forms, 
whether  commanded  or  ufed  by  others  ;  in  refuf- 
ing  to  take  an  oath  when  lawfully  called  thereun- 
to ;  and  fome  fuch  other  fingularities.  Take  a- 
way  but!thefe  and  the  like  affected  fuper-additions  ; 
the  men  are  as  other  men,  fome  indeed  very  fober, 
honeft,  juft,  and  plain-hearted  men,  and  found  in 
moft,  if  not  all  the  important  doctrines  and  prac- 
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tices  of  Chriftianity  ;  others,  (as  it  happens  in  all 
profeflions)  fubtil,  covetous,  uncharitable,  tumul- 
tuous, ignorant,  proud,  defpifers  of  others,  flander- 
ers,  and  yet  as  long  as  they  conform  to  the  feel:  in 
thefe  impertinent  or  unwarrantable  fingularities, 
they  pleafe  themfelves  with  the  flile  of  the  people 
of  God,  and  are  for  the  moil  part  efteemed  as  fuch 
by  thofe  of  that  feel. 

By  this  little  furvey,  we  may  eafily  take  an  efti- 
inate  of  the  miftakes  of  mankind,  and  even  among 
Chriflians,  touching  the  miftakes  in  point  of 
Chriftianity  and  Chriftian  religion,  and  how  com- 
mon it  is  to  mifplace  the  name  of  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, and  the  nature  of  it,  and  attribute  it  to  fuch 
things,  as  in  truth  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but 
many  times  are  direclly  contrary  to  it. 

And  yet,  even  in  thefe  impertinencies,  many 
men  place  the  greatefl  moment  of  their  religion, 
and  have  as  great,  and  many  times  a  greater  zeal 
and  fervour  for  them,  than  for  the  weighty  points 
and  duties  of  Chriftianity,  and  moft  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  many  men,  confifts  in  velitations,  and  de- 
fences, and  inveclives  about  them  ;  the  pulpits  and 
the  prefs  are  engaged  about  them  ;  love,  and  cha- 
rity, and  even  common  humanity,  and  mutual 
converfation  between  man  and  man,  church  and 
church,  party  and  party,  is  broken  by  the  mutual 
collifions  and  animofities  concerning  them.  So 
that  (the  Lord  be  merciful  to  us  and  forgive  us) 
there  is  as  little  love,  and  as  great  diftance  and  ani- 
mofity  between  many  of  the  diffenting  parties  a- 
mong  Proteftants,  touching  thefe  matters,  as  there 
is  between  Papifts  and  Proteftants,  or  between 
Chriftians  and  Infidels.  And  by  this  means  the 
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true  life  of  Chriftian  religion,  and  that  which  was 
the  great  end  of  its  inftitution,  and  the  true  genu- 
ine and  natural  effect  of  it  upon  the  heart  and 
foul,  and  courfe  of  life,  is  loft  or  negle&ed  by 
them  that  profefs  it,  or  difparaged  among  thofe 
that  either  have  not  entertained  it,  or,  at  lead,  en- 
tertained it,  as  they  do  the  cuftoms  of  the  country 
wherein  they  are  educated.  Thefe  men,  when 
they  fee  fo  much  religion  placed  by  profeflbrs  of 
Chriftianity  in  thefe  things,  which  every  intelligent 
man  values  but  as  forms,  or  inventions,  or  modes, 
or  artifices,  and  yet  as  great  weight  laid  upon 
them,  as  great  fervour  and  animofity  ufed  for  or 
againft  them,  as  almoft  for  any  points  of  Chriftian 
religion,  they  are  prefently  apt  to  cenfure  and 
throw  off  all  religion,  and  reckon  all  of  the  fame 
make. 

But  when  all  is  done,  true  Chriftian  religion  is 
of  another  kind  of  make,  and  is  of  another  kind 
of  efficacy,  and  directed  unto,  and  effective  of  a 
nobler  end,  than  thofe  things  about  which,  as  a- 
bove  is  faid,  men  fo  much  contend,  and  that  makes 
fo  great  a  buftle  and  noife  in  the  world.  As  the 
Credenda  are  but  few  and  plain,  fo  the  Facienda, 
or  things  to  be  done,  are  fuch,  as  do  truly  enno- 
ble and  advance  the  human  nature,  and  bring  it 
to  its  due  habitude,  both  to'God  and  man. 

It  teacheth  and  tutors  the  foul  to  a  high  rever- 
ence and  veneration  of  Almighty  God,  a  fincere 
and  upright  walking  as  in  the  prefence  of  the  in- 
vifible,  all-feeing  God  :  It  makes  a  man  truly  to 
love,  to  honour,  to  obey  him,  and  therefore  care- 
ful to  know  what  his  will  is  ;  it  renders  the  heart 
highly  thankful  to  him,  both  as  his  Creator,  Re- 
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deemer,  and  Benefactor  :  It  makes  a  man  entirely 
to  depend  upon  him,  to  feek  to  him  far  guidance, 
and  direction,  and  prote&ion ;  to  fubmit  to  his 
will  with  all  patience  and  refignation  of  foul :  It 
gives  the  law,  not  only  to  his  words  and  actions, 
but  to  his  very  thoughts  and  purpofes,  that  he 
dares  not  entertain  a  very  thought  unbecoming 
the  fight  and  prefence  of  that  God,  to  whom  all 
our  thoughts  are  legible  :  It  teacheth  and  bringeth 
a  man  to  fuch  a  deportment,  both  of  external  and 
internal  fobriety,  as  may  be  decent  in  the  prefence 
of  God,  and  all  his  holy  angels  :  It  crufheth  and 
cafts  down  all  pride  and  haughtinefs,  both  in  a 
man's  heart  and  carriage,  and  gives  him  an  humble 
frame  of  foul  and  life,  both  in  the  fight  of  God 
and  men :  It  regulates  and  governs  the  paflions 
of  the  mind,  and  brings  them  into  due  moderation 
-and  frame :  It  gives  a  man  a  right  eftimate  of  this 
prefent  world,  and  fets  his  heart  and  hopes  above 
it,  fo  that  he  never  loves  it  more  than  it  deferves  : 
It  makes  the  wealth  and  glory  of  this  world,  high 
places,  and  great  preferments,  but  of  a  low  and 
little  value  to  him  ;  fo  that  he  is  neither  covetous, 
nor  ambitious,  nor  over  felicitous  concerning  the 
advantages  of  it :  It  brings  a  man  to  that  frame, 
that  righteoufnefs,  juflice,  honefty,  and  fidelity,  is 
as  it  were  part  of  his  nature ;  he  can  fooner  die 
than  commit  or  purpofe  that  which  is  unjuft,  dif- 
honeft,  or  unworthy  a  good  man  :  It  makes  him 
value  the  love  of  God,  and  peace  of  confcience,  a- 
bove  all  the  wealth  and  honours  in  the  world,  and 
be  very  vigilant  to  keep  it  inviolably  :  Though  he 
t>e  under  a  due  apprehenfion  of  the  love  of  God 
to  him,  yet  it  keeps  him  humble  and  watchful, 
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and  free  from  all  prefumption,  fo  that  he  dares 
not  under  a  vain  confidence  of  the  indulgence,  and 
mercy,  and  favour  of  God,  turn  afide  to  commit 
or  purpofe  even  the  leaft  injury  to  man ;  he  per- 
forms all  his  duties  to  God  in  fmcerity,  and  inte- 
grity, and  conftancy  ;  and  while  he  lives  on  earth, 
yet  his  converfation,  his  hopes,  his  treafure,  and 
the  flower  of  his  expectation  is  in  heaven,  and  he 
entirely  endeavours  to  walk  fuitably  to  fuch  a 
hope  :  In  fum,  it  reflores  the  image  of  God  unto 
the  foul  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs. 

Compofitum  jus^  fasque  animi  fanftofque   receffus 
Mentis )  el  incoftum  generofo  peflus  honefto. 

.  Thefe,  and  the  like  to  thefe,  are  the  ends,  de- 
fign,  and  effect  of  true  Chriftian  religion,  truly 
received  and  digefted  in  the  foul.  And  certainly 
any  man  that  duly  confidereth,  will  find  that  they 
are  of  another  kind  of  nature  and  value,  than  thofe 
fublime  fpeculations,  politic  conftitutions,  forms 
or  not  forms,  affefted  fmgularities,  upon  which 
many  lay  the  weight  of  religion,  and  for  touching 
which,  there  is  fo  much  contention  and  animofity 
in  the  world.  So  that  methinks  men  in  this  re- 
gard, are  like  to  a  company  of  foolifh  boys,  who, 
when  the  nut  is  broken,  run  fcrambling  atter  the 
pieces  of  the  (hell,  and  in  the  mean  while,  the  ker- 
nel is  neglecled  and  loft. 

Now  touching  the  reafons  or  caufes  of  thefe 
mifapprehenlions  touching  religion,  they  are  vari- 
ous :  Some  deferve  compafiion,  and  others  are 
more  or  lefs  excufeable,  according  to  their  feveral 
kinds:  1.  Some  peribns  truly  confcientious  and 
zealous  of  any  thing  that  they  judge  to  be  dif- 
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pleafmg  to  God,  as  not  agreeable  to  his  will,  and 
obferving  the  many  corruptions,  that  the  Romifh 
church  have  brought  into  the  worihip  of  God, 
are  very  fufpicious  of  any  thing  that  may  look, 
as  they  think,  any  thing  that  way ;  and  there- 
fore, though  they  are  otherwife  men  of  found  and 
orthodox  principles,  and  of  a  truly  righteous,  fo- 
ber,  and  pious  life,  yet  perchance  are  tranfported 
fomewhat  too  far  in  fcrupuling  or  oppofing  fome 
ceremonies  or  forms :  And  poffibly  their  educa- 
tion and  converfation  with  men  of  fuch  perfua- 
fions  have  confirmed  them  in  it,  fo  that  they  do 
not  oppofe  out  of  a  forwardnefs  or  peevifhnefs  of 
mind,  or  out  of  pride,  or  a  fpirit  of  oppofition, 
but  in  the  fmcerity  and  fimplicity  of  their  hearts, 
and  out  of  a  tendernefs  for  the  honour  of  God. 
Thefe,  though  they  are,  or  may  be  miftaken  in 
their  perfuafions,  yet  certainly,  deferve  compaf- 
fion,  tendernefs,  yea,  and  love  alfo,  much  rather 
than  feverity  or  contempt. 

2.  Others  again,  obferving  that  certain  modes, 
and  forms,  and  the  rigorous  obfervations  of  them, 
are  the  common  road  for  attaining  preferments  or 
favours  of  great  perfons,  upon  that  account  exer- 
cife  a  marvellous  fervour  of  mind  for  them,  and 
a  vigorous  oppofition  of  all  that  come  not  up  to 
them  in  every  punctilio,  that  they  may  thereby  be 
taken  notice  of,  and  employed,  as  ufeful,  and  tit, 
and  vigorous  aflertors  and  instruments  for  this 
purpofe. 

3.  Many  tim^s  gain  and  profit  is  the  end  and 
defign  of  many  practices  and  pofuions  appendi- 
cated  to  Chriftian  religion,  as  is  before  obferved 
in  the  Romifh  church  j  and  it  is  eafily  obfervable, 
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that  intereft,  profit,  and  temporal  advantage  have 
a  ftrong  biafs  upon  men's  affe&ions  ;  and  are 
dearer  to  them  than  the  truth  of  religion,  and 
carry  men  more  vigoroufly  in  their  upholding  and 
maintenance,  than  religion  itfelf  doth :  and  be- 
caufe  the  pretence  of  zeal  for  religion  carries  a 
fair  plaufibility  with  all  men,  therefore  thofe  very 
things  that  are  but  engines  of  gain  and  profit,  ar 
chriftened  with  the  fpecious  name  of  religion* 

It  was  the  making  of  filver  fhrines  for  Diana, 
the  art  whereby  the  artificers  got  their  living,  that 
made  the  outcry,  "  great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephe- 
fians." 

Again,  it  is  very  certain,  that  mankind  hath  a 
huge  kindnefs  and  partiality  for  matters  of  their 
own  invention,  and  fet  a  greater  rate  upon  them, 
than  upon  other  matters  handed  over  to  them  by 
others :  and,  hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  a  new 
fancy  or  opinion,  a  new  form  of  worihip,  difci- 
pline,  or  government,  that  any  man  hath  invented 
or  ftudied  out,  is  to  fuch  a  man  ordinarily  of 
greater  value  and  moment  than  it  deferves,  and 
fhall  be  maintained  with  greater  zeal,  fervour, 
and  animofity,  than  points  of  greater  truth  and 
moment,  as  if  the  great  moment  and  weight  of  re- 
ligion and  Chrifiianity  lay  in  it,  which  is  in  truth, 
nothing  elfe  but  the  effect  of  felf-love,  and  felf- 
conceit. 

5.  Again,  though  by  nature,  man  be  a  fociable 
creature,  yet  there  is  in  moft  men  a  certain  itch 
of  pride,  which  makes  them  affecl:  a  difcrimination 
from  others,  and  to  become  a  kind  of  feparated 
party  more  refined  than  the  reft  of  the  fame  com- 
mon profefiion. 
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I  do  remember  in  the  beginning  of  our  late 
troubles,  the  only  party  that  vifibly  appeared, 
were  fome  that  defired  fome  reformation  in  church 
matters  :  and  when  that  party  had  obtained,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  prefbyterian  party,  in  a  very 
little  while  there  arofe  a  more  fublime  party  of 
men,  called  the  independent,  or  congregational 
men,  which  much  defpifed  the  former,  as  not  ar- 
rived to  a  juft  meafure  of  reformation.  Shortly 
after  that,  there  arofe  a  kind  of  lay-party,  which 
as  much  undervalued  the  independent,  and  indeed 
the  miniflry  in  general. 

After  that,  there  arofe  a  party,  difcriminating 
itfelf  from  all  the  former,  viz.  the  Quakers. 
Thefe  various  parties,  were  as  fo  many  fub-divi- 
fions  and  rectifications  of  what  went  before. 

Now  the  means  of  holding  up  this  difcrimina- 
tion  of  parties,  are  certain  felecl  opinions,  prac- 
tices, or  modes,  which  are  like  the  badges  or  co- 
lours that  give  each  party  its  denomination,  dif- 
tinclion,  and  difcrimination :  and  confequently 
thefe  discriminative  badges  have  as  great  a  rate 
fet  upon  them  as  each  feel:  fets  upon  itfelf;  and 
therefore  mud  be  upheld  under  the  very  notion 
and  the  life  of  religion,  and  mud  be  maintained 
with  the  greateft  fervour  imaginable  ;  for  other- 
wife  the  diftin&ion  of  the  feels  themfelves  would 
fall  to  the  ground,  and  become  contemptible  both 
among  themfelves  and  others,  becaufe  otherwife 
there  would  appear  very  little  and  inconfiderable 
reafon,  upon  trifling  or  fmall  reafons,  to  feparate 
and  divide  from  others,  and  to  un-church  and  un- 
chriftian  them  that  are  not  of  their  company  or 
fociety. 
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CHAP.    II. 

The  life  of  religion ,  and  fuper-additions  to  it. 

T  I  ^HE  truth  and  fpirit  of  religion  comes  in  a 
JL  narrow  compafs,  though  the  effect  and  ope- 
ration thereof  are  large  and  diffufive.  Solomon 
comprehended  it  in  a  few  words,  "  Fear  God, 
and  keep  his  commandments,  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man  :"  the  foul  and  life  of  religion  is  the 
fear  of  God,  which  is  the  principle  of  obedience  ; 
but  obedience  to  his  commands,  which  is  an  a£t, 
or  exercife  of  that  life,  is  various,  according  to 
the  variety  of  the  commands  of  God  :  if  I  take  a 
kernel  of  an  acorn,  the  principle  of  life  lies  in  it : 
the  thing  itfelf  is  but  fmall,  but  the  vegetable  prin- 
ciple that  lies  in  it  takes  up  a  lefs  room  than  the 
kernel  itfelf,  little  more  than  the  quantity  of  a 
fmall  pin's  head,  as  is  eafy  to  be  obferved,  by  ex- 
periment, but  the  exercife  of  that  fpark  of  life  is 
large  and  comprehenfive  in  its  operation  ;  it  pro- 
duceth  a  great  tree,  and  in  that  tree,  the  fap,  the 
body,  the  bark,  the  limbs,  the  leaves,  the  fruit ; 
and  fo  it  is  with  the  principle  of  true  religion,  the 
principle  itfelf  lies  in  a  narrow  compafs,  but  the 
activity  and  energy  of  it  is  diffufive  and  various. 

This  principle  hath  not  only  productions  that 
naturally  flow  from  it,  but  where  it  is,  it  ferments 
and  affimulates,  and  gives  a  kind  of  tincture  even 
to  other  actions  that  do  not  in  their  own  nature 
follow  from  it,  as  the  nature  and  civil  actions  of 
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our  lives,  under  the  former  was  our  Lord's  para- 
ble, of  a  grain  of  muftard,  under  the  latter  of  his 
comparifon  of  leaven,  jufl  as  we  fee  in  other  things 
of  nature  :  take  a  little  red- wine,  and  drop  it  into 
a  veflel  of  water,  it  gives  a  new  tincture  to  the 
water ;  or  take  a  grain  of  fait,  and  put  it  into 
frefh  liquor,  it  doth  communicate  itfelf  to  the 
next  adjacent  part  of  the  liquor,  and  that  again  to 
the  next,  until  the  whole  be  fermented  :  fo  that 
fmall  and  little  viral  principles  of  the  fear  of  God, 
doth  gradually,  and  yet  fuddenly  aflimulate  the 
actions  of  our  life  flowing  from  another  principle. 
It  rectifies  and  moderates  our  affections,  and  paf- 
lions,  and  appetites ;  it  gives  truth  to  our  fpeech, 
fbbriety  to  our  fenfes,  humility  to  our  parts,  and 
the  like. 

Religion  is  bed  in  its  fimplicity  and  purity, but 
difficult  to  be  retained  fo,  without  fuperftitions 
and  acceflions ;  and  thofe,  do  commonly  in  time 
ftifle  and  choak  the  fimplicity  of  religion,  unlefs 
much  care  and  circumfpe&ion  be  ufed  :  the  con- 
temperations  are  fo  many  and  fo  cumberfome, 
that  religion  lofeth  its  nature,  or  is  flrangled  by 
them :  jufl  like  a  man  that  hath  fome  excellent 
limple  cordial  or  fpirit,  and  puts  in  mufk  in  it  to 
make  it  fmell  fweet,  and  honey  to  make  it  tafte 
pleafant,  and  it  may  be  cantharides  to  make  it 
look  glorious.  Indeed  by  the  infufions  he  hath 
given  it  a  very  fine  fmell,  and  tafte,  and  colour, 
but  yet,  he  hath  fo  clogged  it,  and  fophifticated  it 
with  fuper-additions,  that  it  may  be  he  hath  al- 
tered the  nature,  and  deftroyed  the  virtue  of  it. 

The  fuper- additions  and  fuperftruftions  in  point 
of  religion  are  very  many,  and  from  very  many 
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and  various  tempers  in  men  that  add  them.     As 
for  inftance, 

1.  There  is  one  common  fuper-addition  that 
naturally  all  men  are  apt  to  bring  into  it,  viz. 
that  it  may  gratify  the  fenfe ;   for  in  as  much  as 
the  moft  powerful  and  immediate  influence  upon 
us  comes  from,  and  through  our  fenfes,  and  that 
fpiritual  and  internal  apprehenfions  have  not  fo 
flrong  or  conftant  an  impreffion  upon  us,  they 
feem  things  at  a  diftance,  Hat,  and  the  foul  is 
weary  of  bearing  itfelf  upon  them ;   men  are  apt 
to  drefs  up  religion  fo,  as  it  may  be  grateful  to  the 
fenfe  ;  make  us  gods  that  may  go  before  us  :  and 
this  is  the  chief  original  of  idolatry,  and  alfo  of 
fuperftition. 

2.  There  are  other  fuper-additions  that  come 
even  from  the  accidental  inclinations  of  men  to 
fome  fpecial  matter  which  they  value  and  love ; 
and  that  they  carry  over  into  religion  ;  and  many 
times  mingle  with  it.     As  for  the  purpofe,  take  a 
man  greatly  admiring  natural  philofophy^  he  will 
be  apt  to  mingle  and  qualify  religion  with  philo- 
fophical  notions.     Many  of  thofe  things  of  Arifto- 
tle,  that  are  harfhly  and  diftionourably  aflerted 
concerning  the  Deity,  are  from  his  tenacious  ad- 
hering to  certain  philofophical  pofitions  that  he 
had  fixed  upon. 

Behemen,  who  was  a  great  chymift,  refolves 
almoft  all  religion  in  chymiftry,  and  frames  his 
conceptions  of  religion  fuitable  and  conformable 
to  chymical  notions. 

Socinus,  and  his  followers,  being  great  matters 
of  reafon,  and  deeply  learned  in  matters  of  mora- 
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lity,  mingle  almoft  all  religion  with  it,  and  form 
religion  purely  to  the  model  and  platform  of  it. 

Many  great  phyficians,  that  have  much  obferv- 
ed  the  conftitutions  of  man's  body,  have  figured 
to  themfelves  notions  of  the  foul,  conformable  to 
the  refults  of  their  obfervations  in  the  body. 

And  as  thus  in  thefe  forts  of  men,  fo  again  men 
of  metaphyfical  and  notional  brains  and  educa- 
tion, as  the  fchoolmen,  they  have  conformed  re- 
ligion, and  their  notions  concerning  it,  to  meta- 
phyfics  :  and  indeed  have  made  that  which  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  the  common  principle  for  the  actu- 
ating of  all  men,  yea,  even  of  the  meaneft  capa- 
cities, to  be  a  mere  connection  of  fubtilties  far 
more  abftrufe  than  the  moft  intricate  and  fubli- 
mated  human  learning  whatfoever. 

Again,  take  a  politician,  or  ftatefman,  and  he 
fhall  moft  eafily  conform  religion  to  ftate  policy, 
and  make  it  indeed,  a  moft  excellent  and  incom- 
parable engine  for  it,  and  nothing  elfe. 

And  if  we  narrowly  look  upon  the  method  and 
fyftem  of  religion,  as  it  is  formed  by  the  Romifh 
hierarchy,  it  is  a  moft  exquifite  piece  of  human 
policy,  and  every  thing  therein  fuited  with  moft 
exquifite  art  and  prudence  for  the  fupport  of  the 
grandeur  and  intereft  of  that  ftate :  this  hath  ming- 
led with  the  Chriftian  religion  the  Pope's  infal- 
libility and  fupremacy,  his  power  of  pardoning, 
and  difpenfmg  his  keys  of  heaven  and  hell,  his 
purgatory,  and  indulgences,  and  images,  and 
adorations  of  them  ;  his  reliques  and  pilgrimages, 
and  canonizing  of  faints,  and  a  thoufand  fuch 
kind  of  ftuff  moft  incomparably  fitted  to  men's 
paflions  and  affections;  and  fo  to  fupport  that 
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mod  artificial  and  methodical  fabric  of  the  Popifh 
date  ;  for  indeed  it  is  no  other. 

And  if  we  look  into  other  kingdoms  and  places, 
we  mail  eafily  find,  that  religion  is  fo  dated  and 
ordered,  as  may  bed  conduce  to  the  peace,  order, 
wealth,  and  amplitude  of  every  kingdom  ;  for  wife 
politicians,  finding  that  religion  hath  a  great  im- 
preflion  on  men's  minds,  and  therefore  if  it  be 
not  managed  by  the  policy  of  date,  may  prove 
an  unruly  bufinefs,  if  it  be  contemperated  with 
mixture  prejudicial  to  the  date,  and  that  it  may 
be  a  mod  excellent  engine,  if  it  can  be  managed 
and  actuated  for  the  benefit  of  the  date,  do  add 
to  it  much  of  their  own,  that  it  may  be  managed 
upon  occafion,  and  they  drefs  up  religion  with 
date-policy,  whereby  in  truth  it  becomes  nothing 
elfe  but  a  mere  piece  of  human  policy,  under  the 
name  of  religion. 

And,  on  the  other  fide,  thofe  either  politic  or 
difcontented  fpirits,  that  would  put  a  kingdom 
into  blood  and  confufion,  do  mingle  difcontents* 
and  fancies,  and  imaginations,  fufpicions,  and  for- 
wardnefs  with  religion,  and  call  this  confufed 
mixture  of  fancies  and  paflions,  religion  ;  and  ma- 
nage and  brandifh  this  weapon  with  mighty  difad- 
vantage  to  that  date  which  they  oppofe. 

For  it  is  mod  apparent,  that  as  nothing  hath 
fo  great  an  impulfion  upon  men,  as  that  which 
comes  under  the  apprehenfion  of  religion,  inaf- 
much  as  it  concerns  the  greated  good,  even  their 
everlading  fouls  and  happinefs  ;  fo  nothing  is  of 
fo  univerfal  concernment  as  this,  and  therefore 
like  to  attract  the  mod  followers  ;  for  every  man 
hath  not  aa  edate  to  care  for  ;  but  every  man  hath 
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a  foul  to  care  for ;  and  hence  it  is  that  fcarce  any 
great  contefl  between  princes  hath  happened  in 
thefe  latter  years,  nor  fcarce  any  commotion  in  a 
flate,  but  religion  is  owned  on  all  fides ;  and  God, 
and  his  caufe,  and  his  church,  owned  on  all  hands, 
and  therefore  (till  the  fcramble  is  for  religion,  and 
who  (hall  keep  the  opinion  of  religion  moft  firm 
to  them  ;  and  therefore  they,  on  all  hands,  infufe 
into  the  thing  they  call  religion,  thofe  things  that 
may  moft  probably  and  politically  hold  to  their 
party.  ^ 

Again,  in  conteft  among  clergymen,  every  one 
trims  and  orders  religion  in  that  drefs,  that  may 
moft  make  it  their  own,  and  fecure  it  to  them- 
felves. 

Take  the  Popifh  clergymen  :  hold  what  you 
will,  if  you  hold  not  the  Supremacy  and  vicariot 
of  the  Pope,  all  the  reft  of  your  religion  is  not 
worth  a  rufh. 

Come  to  the  reformed  epifcopal  clergy :  as  to 
the  Pope's  fupremacy  they  difclaim  it ;  but  if  you 
acknowledge  not  epifcopal  government,  if  you 
fwear  not  canonical  obedience  to  your  ordinary, 
if  you  fubmit  not  to  the  liturgy,  and  ceremonies, 
and  veftments,  and  mufic  uled  in  the  church, 
you  are  at  beft  a  fchifmatic. 

Again,  come  to  the  Prefbyterian  clergy,  they 
will  tell  you  Epifcopal  government  is  Romifh  and 
fuperftitious,  and  their  ceremonies  and  ufages, 
Antichriftian  ufurpations  ;  but  if  you  mean  to  be 
of  a  warrantable  religion,  you  muft  fubmit  to  the 
Prefbyterian  government,  as  truly  apoftolical. 

Come  to  the  Independent,  he  declaims  againft 
both  the  former,  and  tells  you,  that  the  true  con- 
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formity  to  apoflolical  order  is  in  the  congregati- 
onal way. 

Take  the  Anabaptift,  and  he  tells  you  all  the 
former  are  vain  and  irreligious,  unlefs  you  will 
be  re-baptized,  and  enlifted  in  their  church. 

Again,  in  points  of  doctrine,  as  well  as  difci- 
pline,  it  is  moft  plain,  that  tenets  are  profeffed 
or  decried  for  diftindion  of  parties :  witnefs  the 
conteft  between  the  Arminian  party,  and  the  Cal- 
viniftical  party,  which  are  only  ufed  as  methods 
on  either  fide,  to  attra&  profelytes,  and  diftinguifti 
parties :  and  in  thefe  and  the  like  diftindions  of 
parties  and  profeflions,  the  fuperftrudions  and 
additions,  are  in  a  manner  incorporated  and  graft- 
ed into  religion,  and  in  effed  give  the  only  de- 
monftration  to  it,  according  to  the  various  interefls 
and  affections  of  parties ;  when  in  truth,  the  main 
bufmefs  of  thefe,  and  the  like  additions  and  fu- 
perflrudions,  are  but  policies  to  diftinguifh,  and 
fortify,  and  increafe  parties. 

3.  There  are  fome  fuper-additions  to  religion, 
that  though  I  do  not  think  they  are  to  be  con- 
demned, yet  are  carefully  to  be  diftinguifhed  from, 
the  true  and  natural  life  of  religion  ;  and  fo  long 
as  they  are  kept  under  that  apprehenfion,  they 
may,  if  prudently  applied  and  managed,  do  good. 
Bat  if  either  they  are  imprudently  inflituted,  im- 
prudently applied,  or  inconfiderably  over-valued, 
as  if  they  were  religion,  they  may,  and  many  times 
do  harm  ;  and  fuch  are  decent  and  inoffenfive 
forms  in  the  external  worfhip  of  God  appointed 
by  the  civil  magiftrate,  by  the  advice  of  thofe  that 
are  defervedly  eminent  in  the  church  for  their 
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piety,  learning,  and  prudence.     And  there  feems 
to  be  very  good  reafon  for  it. 

1.  Becaufe,  if  every  man  fhould  be  left  to  him- 
felf,  there  would  confufion  eniue ;   becaufe  no 
man  knew  another's  mind,  or  rule  of  his  exter- 
nal deportment. 

2.  All  men  have  not  that  equal  prudence  to 
judge  what  were  fit  to  be  ufed :  the  magiftrates 
are  bed  to  make  choice  of  thofe  perfons  that  are 
fitted  to  advife,  and  their  recommendations  would 
be  of  greateft  authority  with  others. 

3.  It  is  moft  certain,  that  man  being  compofed 
of  foul  and  body,  cannot  fo  regularly  and   well 
fix  himfelf  to  his   duty,  without  fome  juflifiable 
help  to  his  devotion  ;    fuch  are  vocal  prayers, 
kneeling,  and  other  geftures  proper  for  the  mat- 
ter of  worfhip  which  he  intends. 

And  this  may  be  one  reafon,  why  the  Lord, 
though  he  ftrictly  forbad  all  idolatry  and  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  heathenifh  practice  to  the  Jews,  yet  did 
appoint  facrifices,  priefts,  a  glorious  tabernacle, 
and  the  ark,  which  was  not  only  a  diverfion  from 
the  Egyptian  idolatry,  which  they  had  feen,  but 
alfo  a  help  to  their  natural  infirmity  for  the  excit- 
ation of  their  devotion. 

And  although  our  Lord  Jefus  came  to  abrogate 
even  that  indulgence,  and  foretold  that  thofe  that 
"  worfhipped  the  Father,  (hould  worihip  in  fpirit, 
and  in  truth,"  under  the  gofpel ;  yet  it  is  certain, 
that  the  immediate  apoflles  of  Chrift  did  fet  cer- 
tain orderly  obfervances  in  the  church  for  decen- 
cy's fake ;  and  it  was  juftly  allowable :  as  con- 
cerning the  order  of  the  exercife  of  their  fuper- 
riatural  gifts,  concerning  women's  fpeaking  in  the 
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church,  concerning  men's  being  covered  in  the 
church,  and  women  veiled  ;  concerning  the  man- 
ner and  order  of  receiving  the  facrament,  and  the 
like. 

But  as  there  be  reafons  for  it,  fo  there  be  cau- 
tions to  be  ufed  in  it. 

1 .  That  they  be  not  too  numerous  ;   for  their 
multitude  will  rather  opprefs  than  fecure  religion. 

2.  That  in  their  natures  they  be  not  fuperftiti- 
ous,  but  keep  as  much  diftance  from  it  as  well 
may  be  ;  otherwife  they  will  be  in  religion,  as  the 
dead  fly  in  the  apothecary's  ointment. 

3.  That  they  be  clean  and  decent,  not  too  full 
of  pomp  or  oftentation :    ceremonies  mould  be 
ufed  as  we  ufe  a  glais,  rather  to  preferve  the  oil, 
than  to  adorn  it.     Too  much  pomp  caufeth  jea- 
loufies,  even  in  good  men,  of  a  degeneration  either 
to  Jewifh  ceremonies  or  popifh  vanities. 

4.  That  though  fuch  are  not  to  be  rejected,  be- 
caufe  they  are  ancient,  fo  if  they  become  unfea- 
fonable,  they  are  not  to  be  held  merely  becaufe 
they  are  ancient.     It  is  with  ceremonies,  as  with 
fome  other  things,  that  are  fitted  to  be  changed 
when  they  are  become  unufeful  or  ofFenfive,  as 
the  love-feafts,  extreme-un&ion,  and  fome  other 
things,  poflibly  pradifed,  and  fit  enough  in  the 
primitive  times  :   many  ceremonies  were  at  firft 
invented  and  pra£lifed,  to  win  over  unconverted 
heathens ;  to  encourage  weak  Chriftians,  efpeci- 
ally  the  Jews,  who  were  not  eafily  to  be  drawn 
from  their  legal  ceremonies :    but  when  people 
become  a  knowing  people,  that  fee  beyond  thofe 
ceremonies,  and  underftand  when,  and  why,  and 
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how  they  came  in,  then  it  were  prudence  to  dif- 
penfe  with  or  change  them. 

5.  That  they  be  not  urged  with  too  much  ri- 
gour or  feverity  upon  fuch  as  confcientioufly  re- 
fufe  them.     Chanty  to  a  weak  brother  in  things 
indifferent  in  their  own  nature,  is  then  to  be  ex- 
ercifed,  when  my  brother  is  offended  therewith, 
or  never  :  and  if  it  be  faid  it  is  his  duty  to  fubmit 
to  the  church,  and  not  the  church  to  him,  I  do 
think  that  anfwer  will  not  ferve  in  this  cafe,  for 
furely  though  a  child  owes  a  duty  to  a  father, 
yet  his  neglecl:  thereof,  efpecially  if  it  be  upon  a 
confcientious  account,  will  not  excufe  the  neglect 
of  a  father's  duty  to  his  child :   the  apoflle  pro- 
feffed  he  would  abflain  from  things  lawful  rather 
than  offend  his  weak  brother. 

6.  And  efpecially  that  we  be  careful  to  remem- 
ber that  religion  is  another  thing  from  thefe  cere- 
monies.    Thefe  are  of  ufe,  i.  e.  for  ornament ; 
they  are  the  dreflings  and  the  trimmings  of  reli- 
gion at  the  beft,  but  the  fear  of  God  is  of  a  higher 
extraction. 

It  is  a  pitiful  thing  to  fee  men  run  upon  this 
miftake,  efpecially  in  thefe  latter  times  ;  one  plac- 
ing all  his  religion  in  holding  thePopeto  be  Chrift's 
vicar,  another  placing  religion  in  this,  to  hold,  no 
Papift  can  be  faved  :  One  holding  all  religion  to 
confifl  in  holding  epifcopacy  to  be  jure  divino  ; 
another  in  holding  Prefbytery  to  be  jure  divino  ; 
another  in  crying  up  congregational  government ; 
another  in  Anabaptiim  ;  one  in  placing  all  religion 
in  the  ftridl  obfervation  of  all  ceremonies  ;  another 
in  a  ftrift  refufal  of  all :  One  holding  a  great  part 
of  religion  in  putting  off  the  hat,  and  bowing  at 
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the  name  of  Jefus  ;  another  judging  a  man  an  ido- 
later for  it :  And  a  third  placing  his  religion  in 
putting  off  his  hat  to  none ;  and  fo  like  a  com- 
pany of  boys  that  blow  bubbles  out  of  a  walnut- 
fhell,  every  one  runs  after  his  bubble,  and  calls  it 
religion  ;  and  every  one  meafures  the  religion  or 
irreligion  of  another,  by  their  agreeing  or  diffent- 
ing  with  them  in  thefe  or  the  like  matters  ;  and, 
at  belt,  while  we  fcramble  and  wrangle  about  the 
pieces  of  the  (hell,  the  kernel  is  either  loft,  or  got- 
ten by  fome  that  do  not  prize  any  of  their  con- 
tefts. 

Believe  it,  religion  is  quite  another  thing  from 
all  thefe  matters  :  He  that  fears  the  Lord  of  hea- 
ven and  earth,  walks  humbly  before  him,  thank- 
fully lays  hold  of  the  meflage  of  Redemption  by 
Chrift  Jefus,  drives  to  exprefs  his  thankfulnefs  by 
the  fincerity  of  his  obedience,  is  forry  with  all  his 
foul  when  he  comes  fhort  of  his  duty,  walks  watch- 
fully in  the  denial  of  himfelf,  and  holds  no  confe- 
deracy with  any  luft  or  known  fin  ;  if  he  falls  in 
the  lead  meafure,  is  reftlefs  till  he  hath  made  his 
peace  by  true  repentance,  is  true  to  his  promife, 
juft  in  his  actions,  charitable  to  the  poor,  fincere 
in  his  devotions,  that  will  not  deliberately  difho- 
nour  God,  though  with  the  greateft  fecurity  of 
impunity  ;  that  hath  his  hope  in  heaven,  and  his 
converfation  in  heaven,  that  dare  not  do  an  unjuft 
aft  though  never  fo  much  to  his  advantage,  and 
all  this  becaufe  he  fees  him  that  is  invifible,  and 
fears  him  becaufe  he  loves  him  ;  fears  him  as  well 
for  his  goodnefs  as  his  greatnefs.  Such  a  man, 
whether  he  be  an  Epifcopal,  or  a  Prefbyterian,  or 
?vn  Independent,  or  an  Anabaptift,  whether  he 
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wears  a  furplice,  or  wears  none  ;  whether  he  hears 
organs,  or  hears  none ;  whether  he  kneels  at  the 
communion,  or  for  confcience  fake  ftands  or  fits  : 
he  hath  the  life  of  religion  in  him,  and  that  life 
a£ts  in  him,  and  will  conform  his  foul  to  the  image 
of  his  Savour,  and  walk  along  with  him  to  eterni- 
ty, notwithstanding  his  practice  or  non-practice  of 
thefe  indifferents. 

On  the  other  fide,  if  a  man  fears  not  the  eter- 
nal God,  dares  commit  any  fin  with  prefumption, 
can  drink  exceflively,  fwear  vainly  or  falfely,  com- 
mit adultery,  lie,  cozen,  cheat,  break  his  promifes^ 
live  loofely,  though  he  praclife  every  ceremony 
never  fo  curiouily,  or  as  ftubbornly  oppofe  them  ; 
though  he  cry  down  Bifhops,  or  cry  down  Erefby- 
tery ;  though  he  be  re-baptized  every  day,  or 
though  he  difclaim  againft  it  as  herefy ;  though 
he  fail  all  Lent,  or  feafts  out  of  pretence  of  avoid- 
ing fuperflition,  yet  notwithftanding  thefe,  and  a 
thoufand  more  external  conformities,  or  zealous 
oppofiiions  of  them,  he  wants  the  life  of  religion. 


CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Chrlftian  Religion,  the  fuperftruftions  upon 
it,  and  animofities  about  them. 

THE  Chriftian  religion  and  do&rine  was  by 
the  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of  God,  defigned 
to  be  the  common  means  and   method  to  bring 
mankind  to  their  chief  end,  namely,  to  know,  and 
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to  ferve,  and  obey,  and  glorify,  and  everlaftingly 
to  enjoy  Almighty  God  the  chiefeft  good. 

And  to  that  end  it  was  given  out,  with  all  the 
plainnefs  and  perfpicuity,  with  all  evidence  and 
certainty  ;  a  doctrine  and  religion  containing  pre- 
cepts of  all  holinefs  and  purity,  of  all  righteouf- 
nefs  and  honefty,  of  all  longanimity,  benignity, 
and  gentlenefs,  fweetnefs,  meeknefs,  and  charity ; 
of  all  moderation  and  patience,  of  all  fobriety  and 
temperance ;  in  brief,  it  is  a  religion  that  is  ad- 
mirably and  fufficiently  conftituted  to  make  a 
man,  what  indeed  he  mould  be,  pious  towards 
God,  juft  and  beneficent  towards  men,  and  tem- 
perate in  himfelf,  fitted  for  a  life  of  piety,  honefty, 
juftice,  and  goodnefs,  and  happinefs  hereafter. 
Such  is  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  fuch  the  men 
muft  be  that  are  truly  conformable  to  it ;  and  if 
any  man  profefling  Chriftianity  be  not  fuch  a  man, 
it  is  becaufe  he  comes  fo  much  fhort  of  his  due 
conformity  to  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  moft  ex- 
cellent doctrine  and  precepts  thereof. 

The  profeflion  of  this  religion  is  that  which  is, 
and  for  many  ages  hath  been  commonly  made  by 
a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  known  world,  as 
the  only  true  religion  given  to  the  world  by  Al- 
mighty God,  through  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  where- 
in and  whereby  they  may  expect  everlafting  falva- 
tion. 

But  yet  together  with  this  Chriftian  religion, 
the  profeflbrs  thereof,  have  in  feveral  ages  and 
places  chofen  to  themfelves  various  adventitious 
accidental  fuperftru&ions,  additions,  opinions, 
modes  and  practices,  which  they  have  as  it  were 
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incorporated  into  the  Chriftian  religion,  by  them 
profefled  or  appendicated  unto  it. 

And  thefe  fuperftructions  or  appendixes  of 
Chriftian  religion  have  been  introduced  and  enter- 
tained by  various  means,  and  by  various  defigns, 
and  to  various  ends :  Some  by  the  authority  of 
great  names ;  fome  by  infenfible  gradations  or 
long  cuftoms,  fome  by  a  fuppofed  congruity  or 
incongruity ;  fome  for  order  or  decency ;  fome 
for  difcrimination  of  parties ;  fome  for  political 
ends,  appearing  in  themfelves,  or  fecretly  carried 
on  ;  fome  upon  emergent  occafions,  either  con- 
tinuing or  now  ceafing  ;  fome  by  civil,  fome  by 
ecclefiaflical  fanclions ;  fome  by  traditional  obfer- 
vations,  either  continued,  or  interrupted  and  re- 
vived :  Some  for  ornament,  fome  for  ufe,  fome 
as  fuppofed  neceifary  confequents  upon  the  Chrif- 
tian doctrine,  fome  to  be  quafi  fepta  et  munimenta 
doftrina  et  religionis  evangelica,  as  the  Jewifh  tra- 
ditions were  fuppofed  to  be  the  Sepimenia  Legis  ; 
fome  for  one  end  and  fome  for  another  :  And  al- 
though thefe  are  not  truly  and  eflentially  parts  of 
the  Chriftian  religion,  yet  as  the  humours  in  the 
body  are  fome  good,  fome  noxious,  fome  innocent, 
though  they  are  no  part  of  the  true  vital  blood, 
yet  they  mingle  with  it,  and  run  along  in  it ;  fo 
thefe  fuperftitions,  and  occafions,  and  additions, 
have  in  various  ages,  fucceflions  and  places,  ming- 
led with  the  true  radical  vital  doctrine  and  religion 
of  Chrift,  in  mens  opinions,  and  practices,  and 
profeffions. 

And  yet  it  is  vifible  to  any  man,  that  will  but 
attentively  obferve  the  courfes  of  men  profeffing 
Chriftian  religion,  that  the  greateft  fervour  and 
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animofity  of  the  profefibrs  of  Chriftian  religion  is 
not  fo  much  with  refpect  to  the  fubftantials  of 
Chriftian  religion  either  in  things  to  be  believed  or 
practifed,  as  touching  thefe  additions  and  fuper- 
ftructions  ;  fome  as  fervently  contending  for  them, 
as  if  the  life  of  Chriftianity  confided  in  them, 
fome  as  bitterly  and  feverely  contefting  againft 
them,  as  if  the  life  and  foul  of  Chriftian  religion 
were  not  poflibly  confiding  with  them. 

And  by   thefe   means   thefe  unhappy   confe- 
quences  follow. 

1.  That,  whereas  the  main  of  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, confifts  in  the  true  belief  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  Jefus,  and  the  practice  of  thofe  Chriftian 
virtues  that  he  left  unto  his  difciples,  and  follow- 
ers, both  by  his  example  and  precept,  namely, 
love  of  God,  holinefs  and  purity  of  life,  humility 
and  lowlinefs  of  mind ;  patience,  meeknefs,  gen- 
tlenefs,  charity,  a  low  and  eafy  value  of  the  world, 
contentation  of  mind,  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of 
God,  dependance  upon  him,  refignation  unto  him, 
and  other  excellent  evangelical  virtues,  that  per- 
fect and  rectify  the  foul,  and  fit  it  for  an  humble 
communion  with  Almighty  God  in  this  life,  and 
a  bleflfed  fruition  of  his  prefence  in  the  life  to 
come  ;  the  Chriftian  religion  is  not  fo  much  placed 
in  thefe,  as  in  an  entire  conformity  to  modes  and 
circumftances,  or  an  extreme  averfion  from  them. 
And,  according  to  the  various  interefts  or  inclina- 
tions of  parties,  thofe  are  made  the  Magnalia  of 
Chriftian  religion,  and  fuch  as  give  the  only  cha- 
racter or  difcriminative  indication  of  the  Chriftian 
religion. 

2.  And  confequently  all  the  greateft  part  of 
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that  ftrefs  and  fervour  of  mind,  which  mould  be 
employed  in  thofe  great  weighty  fubftantials  of 
Christianity,  runs  out  and  fpends  itfelf  in  thofe 
little  collaterals,  and  fuperftruclions,  and  addita- 
ments,  fome  placing  the  greatefh  earneftnefs  and 
intention,  contention  of  mind  to  have  them,  and 
fome  placing  the  intention  and  fervour  of  their 
mind  to  be  without  them,  not  unlike  thofe  old 
contentions  between  the  eaflern  and  weftern 
churches  touching  the  time  of  the  pafchal  obfer- 
vation,  one  party  excommunicating  the  other  for 
their  diflent,  as  if  the  whole  weight  and  flrefs  of 
the  Chriftian  religion  lay  in  thofe  little  addita- 
ments. 

3.  And  hereupon  there  arife  fchifms,  factions, 
and  perfonal  animofities,  difcrimination  of  parties, 
cenforioufnefs,  and  ftudied  eflrangings  of  profef- 
fors  of  Chriftianity,  oftentimes  one  party  declining 
thofe  practices  which  are  good  and  commendable 
in  the  other,  to  keep  their  diftances  the  more  ir- 
reconcileable,  and  each  party  efpoufing  fome  odd 
difcriminating  habits,  modes,  and  fometimes  alfo 
by  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  that  may  eftrange 
and  difcrirninate  them  each  from  the  other ;  and 
thefe  opinions,  though  of  little  moment  or  confe- 
quence,  (it  may  be  whether  true  or  falfe)  are  ad- 
vanced up  into  lefs  than  articles  of  faith,  for  the 
fake  of  this  difcrimination,  when  poffibly  they  are 
of  little  moment,  whether  they  be  aifented  unto  or 
not,  of  lefs  certainty,  and  have  little  or  no  influ- 
ence or  concern  in  the  fubftance  of  Chriftian  doc- 
trine. 

4.  And  hereupon  it  oftentimes  comes  to  pafs, 
that  not  only  the  common  bond  of  charity  and 
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Chriftian  love  is  broken  between  the  profeffors  of 
the  fame  fubftantials  in  Chriftianity,  but  there  is 
moft  ordinarily  much  more  feverity,  and  perfecu- 
tion,  and  implacablenefs,  and  irreconcileablenefs, 
more  endeavours  to  undermine  and  fupplant,  and 
difgrace  diffenters,  more  fcorns,  and  vilifying,  and 
reproach,  and  infolence  one  towards  another  in 
their  vichTitudes  of  advantage,  than  there  is  be- 
tween profeffors  of  Chriftianity,  and  men  of  the 
moft  loofe  and  prophane  lives,  between  Orthodox 
and  Heretics,  nay,  between  Chriftians  and  Turks, 
or  Infidels  many  times. 

5.  And  from  this  there  arifeth  a  moft  fruitful, 
and  a  moft  inevitable  increafe  of  atheifm,  and  con- 
tempt oi"  religion,  in  many  of  the  fpectators  of 
this  game  among  profeffors  of  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, and  that  upon  thefe  two  accounts :  Princi- 
pally, becaufe  when  they  hear  each  party,  declare, 
(as  they  muft  if  they  declare  truth)  in  their  fer- 
mons  and  writings,  that  the  doctrine  of  Chriftiani- 
ty enjoins  mutual  love,  condefcenfion,  chanty, 
gentlenefs,  meeknefs,  and  yet  fo  little  practifed  by 
diffenting  parties,  men  are  apt  to  conclude,  that 
either  thefe  perfons  do  not  believe  what  they  pre- 
tend to  preach  and  publifh,  or  that  the  doctrine  of 
Chriftianity  was  a  notion  and  fpeculation,  and  ne- 
ver intended  as  a  neceffary  rule  of  practice,  fmce 
the  greateft  pretenders  to  the  religion  of  Chrift, 
practife  fo  little  of  it. 

2.  Becaufe  when  men  fee  that  thofe  little  fu- 
perftructions  and  additions  are  by  the  one  fide 
profecuted,  and  on  the  other  fide  decried,  with  as 
much  animolity,  fervour,  and  feverities,  as  the 
moft  weighty  and  important  truths,  and  precepts 
O  2 
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of  evangelical  faith  and  obedience,  fpeclators,  and 
by-ilanders  think  that  they  are  all  of  the  fame  va- 
lue ;  and  when  they  fee  that  thefe  things  which 
every  fober,  confiderate  man  mufl  needs  conclude 
little,  and  of  no  moment,  are  rated  at  fo  great  a 
value  by  the  contending  parties  of  each  fide,  truths 
then  are  doubted  of  in  relation  to  thefe  :  It  makes 
men  call  in  queftion  great  matters,  when  they  fee 
fuch  fmali  things  purfued,  or  declined  with  no 
lefs  fervour  and  animofity,  than  if  they  were  of 
the  grcateft. 

And  confidering  thefe  unhappy  confequences 
of  thefe  fervours  of  minds  touching  thefe  fmall 
appendixes  and  fuperftrudions,  even  more  than 
about  or  concerning  the  weighty  things  of  the 
ofpel,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fearch  out  the  rea- 
bn  how  this  flrong  diftemper  comes  to  pafs  \  and 
there  feems  to  be  thefe  caufes  thereof. 

1.  Ordinarily  a  man  is  more  fond  of,  and  con- 
cerned for  fomething  that  is  his  own,  than  for  that 
which  is  of  God ;  as  we  are  tranfported  with  a 
love  to  ourfelves,  fo  we  are  tranfported  with  a  love 
and  admiration  of  what  is  our  own :  And  hence 
it  is,  that  the  weightier  and  more  important  du- 
ties enjoined  by  Chrift,  partake  lefs  of  our  zeal  or 
courage,  or  intention  of  mind,  than  our  own  little 
fancies  and  inventions. 

2.  Pride,  credit,  and  reputation,  are  commonly 
engaged  in  either  party  in  the  things  contefted, 
when  they  are  once  contefted  ;  and  thefe  are  vio- 
lent and  prefling  interefts  and  motions. 

3.  The  plained  truth  and  purity  of  religion,  is 
a  thing  that  feldom  pleafeth  and  fuiteth  to  the  cu- 
riofity  and  appetite  of  men  5  they  are  always  fond 


OF    RELIGION.  163 

of  fomething  annexed  or  appendicated  to  religion, 
to  make  it  pleafmg  to  their  appetite.  A  certain 
fauce  that  may  entertain  their  fancy,  after  which 
it  may  run,  and  wherein  it  may  pleafe  itfelf.  And 
thefe  fauces  to  religion  are  various,  and  varioufly 
pleating,  according  to  the  various  inclinations  of 
men :  Mod  ordinarily  the  fancies  of  men  affect 
fome  things  fplendid  and  fenfible  to  be  fuperadded 
to  religion  ;  the  Ifraelites  would  needs  have  gods 
that  might  go  before  them  ;  and  in  compliance 
with  this  humour,  mofl  of  the  ftrange  modes  and 
gefliculations  among  the  Heathens,  and  moft  of 
the  fuperftitious  ceremonies  and  rites  among  the 
Papifts,  were  invented. 

Again,  fometimes  the  humour  of  the  people 
runs  in  the  other  extreme,  either  they  will  have  no- 
thing of  form  or  order,  or  all  fuch  forms  or  or- 
ders, as  are  extremely  oppofite  to  what  others 
ufe,  and  place  their  delight  and  complacency 
therein :  And  by  this  means  oftentimes  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  men  are  carried  with  greater  earnefl- 
nefs  and  vehemence  after  thofe  placentia,  the  en- 
tertainments of  their  fancies,  than  to  the  true  fub- 
ftance  of  religion  itfelf. 

4.  Oftentimes  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  there  are 
two  very  jealous  concerns,  and  impatient  of  any 
corrival,  that  are  engaged  each  againft  other  in 
thefe  different  and  dhTenting  practices,  relating  to 
collaterals  in  religion  ;  on  the  one  fide,  power  and 
authority  is  very  tender  of  its  own  intereft,  and 
jealous  of  a  competitor  or  rival :  On  the  other 
fide,  confcience  and  perfuafion,  either  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  or  unlawfulnefs  of  any  thing,  is  very  jealous 
or  fearful,  and  fufpicious  of  any  thing  that  might 
o  3 
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injure  it :  And  whether  the  confcience  be  miftaken 
or  not,  yet  fo  long  as  its  periuafion,  that  is  enter- 
tainedy?^  ratlone  confcientia,  prevails,  this  jealoufy 
will  (till  prevail  in  the  mind ;  and  it  many  times 
falls  out,  that  authority,  on  the  one  hand,  is  im- 
patient, or,  at  lead,  jealous  of  oppofnion,  and  con- 
fcience on  the  other  hand  refllefs  and  unquiet. 

5.  And  the  difficulty  is  fo  much  the  greater, 
becaufe  each  feems  to  derive  their  obliging  autho- 
rity from  God  ;  the  magiftrate  recognizing  God 
Almighty,  as  the  fountain,  root,  and  foundation 
of  his  power  ;  and  the  confcience  fuppofed  to  be 
the  vicegerent  of  God  in  the  foul. 

6.  But  that  which  admirably  keeps  up  thefe 
differences,  is,  that  men  on  each  fide  deal  not  one 
with  another,  calmly,  mildly,  or  upon  the  reafons 
of  the  things,  or  upon  a  true  way  of  reafoning, 
debating,  and  arguing  of  things,  or  prudent  confi- 
derations  that   might  invite  yielding  on  the  other 
fide,  or  accommodations  of  the  other,  but  each 
party  takes  in  all  thofe  contributions,  affiflances,. 
and  advantages,  that  commonly  accompany  the 
worft  of  contentions. 

For  inftance,  1.  Extremity  of  paffion  and  in- 
dignation. 2.  Violence  and  bitternefs  of  writings 
and  fpeeches.  3.  Each  party  rendering  the  other 
as  odious  and  ridiculous  as  is  poflible.  4.  Scoff- 
ing, jearing,  and  perfonal  reflections.  5.  Arti- 
fices and  defigns  each  to  catch  and  undermine  the 
other.  6.  An  induftrious  and  willing  mifmterpre- 
tation  of  each  other's  words,  writings,  and  actions, 
and  raifmg  them  to  odious  inferences  and  confe- 
quences,  beyond  what  they  were  meant,  or  really 
and  truly  bear.  7.  Difingenious  quotations  out 


OF    RELIGION.  165 

of  each  other,  without  thofe  ordinary  remedies 
that  might  be  allowed  by  comparing  of  other  parts 
of  their  writings. 

Thefe,  and  the  like  auxiliaries,  are  on  each 
part  taken  into  thefe  velitations  between  Chrif- 
tians,  and  in  relation  to  things  contended  for  or 
againfl  in  thefe  differences,  whereas  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  doctrine  of  Chriflianity,  as  it  was  de- 
livered by  Chrifl  and  his  Apoflles,  decries  nothing 
more  than  anger,  wrath,  malice,  railing,  evil- 
fpeaking,  backbiting,  flanders,  reproaches,  names, 
and  epithets  or  fcorns,  craft  and  fubtilty ;  yet  all 
thefe  black  legions  are  called,  ufed,  and  employed 
in  the  management  of  that  caufe,  which  each  party 
pretends  to  be  the  caufe  of  Chrifl ;  as  if  fiends, 
and  furies,  and  legions  of  devils  were  thought  fit 
auxiliaries  on  each  party,  wherein  both  pretended 
the  interefl  of  Chrifl  Jefus. 

And  that  this  is  fo,  let  any  man  but  read  thofe 
books  which  have  flown  abroad  from  either  party, 
he  will  find  it  evident  in  all  the  contentions  of  this 
nature :  witnefs  on  the  one  part  Martin  Mar-Pre- 
late, the  odious  centuries  put  out  by  Mr.  White, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  long  parliament,  the  fre- 
quent invectives  and  odious  epithets  given  to  the 
liturgy,  to  the  bifhops,  conforming  miniflers,  and 
to  the  church  of  England  itfelf,  as  antichriftian, 
idolatrous,  Babylonifh,  and  a  thoufand  fuch  names 
and  fliles. 

And,  on  the  other  fide,  there  have  been  many 
that  have  not  been  behind  hand  with  bitter  invec- 
tives, fcornful  and  mocking  expreflions  and  ap- 
pellations, odious  reflections,  unneceffary  to  be 
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repeated.     By  all  which,  thefe  two  things  are 
evident. 

1 .  That  thefe  tranfports  of  either  fide  come  not 
from  thai  fpirit  which  Chrifl  brought  with  him 
into  the  world,  and  which   he  commended,  and 
left  to  his  difciples  and  followers  ;  namely,  a  fpirit 
of  love,  of  charity,  of  gentlenefs,  patience,  kind- 
nefs,  and  fweetnefs  of  difpofition. 

2.  That  if  men  go  about  to  juftify  this,  becaufe 
firft  provoked  by  the  adverfe  party,  and  fo  juftify 
it  by  the  law  of  retaliation,  thefe  men  do  not  re- 
member, that  as  on  the  one  hand  the  duty  of 
Chriftians  is  felf-denial,  moderation,  and  peace- 
ablenefs ;  on  the  other  iide,  that  a  fpirit  of  re- 
venge, an  eye  for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  is  as 
much  againfl  the  do&rine  of  Chrifl:,  as  any  thing 
in  the  world. 

Therefore  certainly  it  becomes  thofe  of  either 
party,  either  to  cafhire  thefe  black  auxiliaries  of 
their  wars,  and  contentions  of  this  kind,  or  other- 
wife  for  the  fake  and  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the 
Chriftian  religion,  plainly  declare,  that  he  is  not 
concerned  in  the  conteft,  but  that  the  conteft  is  a 
conteft  of  intereft  and  vain  glory,  of  pride  and 
ambition,  and  reputation,  and  defire  of  victory  : 
or,  if  they  will  not  declare  fo  much  to  the  world, 
yet  they  mud  give  leave  to  the  fpeclators  to  judge 
of  it  fo. 

Now  thefe  bitterneffes,  and  virulentnefles  of 
either  fide,  have  been  commonly  of  two  kinds : 
Firft,  fuch  as  reflect,  if  not  altogether,  yet  moft  of 
all,  upon  the  perfons  of  their  adverfaries :  2.  Or 
fuch  as  reflect  only  upon  the  matters  in  difference 
between  them  j  both  were  bad  enough,  and  fuch 


OF    RELIGION.  167 

as  ferve  to  make  the  differences  and  breaches 
wider. 

But  of  late  times,  I  know  not  by  what  unhap- 
py flar,  there  hath  prevailed  more  than  formerly, 
certain  invectives  that  have  gone  much  farther, 
even  to  the  rendering  of  religion  itfelf,  and  fcrip- 
ture  expreffions  ridiculous,  and  pieces  of  raillery  ; 
and  I  could  have  wimed  that  fome  late  books,  put 
out  under  the  fafhion  of  dialogues,  and  fome  other 
books  of  that  kind,  had  not  been  too  guihy  of 
this  fault. 

I  do  remember  when  Ben.  Johnfon  made  his 
Play  of  the  Alchymift,  wherein  he  brings  in 
Anartas  in  derifion  of  the  perfons  then  called  Pu- 
ritans, with  many  of  their  phrafes  in  ufe  among 
them,  taken  out  of  the  Scriptures,  with  a  defign 
to  render  that  fort  of  perfons  ridiculous,  and  to 
gain  applaufe  to  his  wit  and  fancy.  But  although 
thofe  perfons  were  not  in  very  good  efleem  among 
the  great  ones  and  gallants,  yet,  the  Play  was  dif- 
liked,  and  indeed  abhorred,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
reproach  religion  itfelf,  though  intended  only  to 
render  the  Puritans  ridiculous.  That  which  was 
uncomely  and  unfeemly  in  a  Poet,  who  made  it 
his  bufinefs  to  make  Plays,  certainly  is  much 
more  fulfome  and  unfavoury  in  another ;  efpeci- 
ally  if  the  author  be  a  clergyman,  as  I  fuppofe  he 
is  :  for  of  all  men  in  the  world,  it  becomes  fuch 
profpicere  honor i  'Religionis  Chriftiance^  and  not  to 
render  it  ridiculous  and  contemptible,  by  raillery 
and  fcurrilous  jefting. 

And  yet  I  do  not  find  in  all  Ben.  Johnfon's  Al- 
chymift, one  half  of  thofe  ridiculous  and  unfeemly 
repetitions  of  Scripture  phrafes  and  expreffions, 
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as  well  as  inimical  imitations  and  difdainful  mock- 
ings  of  thofe  perfons,  and  that  party  whom  he  de- 
figns  to  difparage  :  fcarce  a  page  but  fome  un- 
handfome  mention  of  the  Spirit,  and  Chrift,  and 
grace,  and  faints,  and  fome  Scripture  expreffions ; 
and  if  it  {hall  be  faid,  that  he  doth  it  but  only  in 
exprobation  of  fuch  perfons  as  abufed  or  mifap- 
plied  fuch  expreffions,  and  it  is  not  with  intent  to 
reproach  the  Scripture,  or  thofe  phrafes  that  are 
defumed  from  it,  but  to  fhow  the  boldnefs  and 
miftakes  of  them  that  have  mifapplied  or  abufed 
them, 

I  anfwer,  1 .  That  thefe  mifapplications  and  in- 
confiderate  ufes  of  Scripture  phrafes  by  them,, 
though  it  be  juftly  reproveable,  yet  it  is  far  more 
intolerable  in  him.  Though  their  miftakes  were 
weak  and  foolifh,  yet  they  were  ferious  in  thofe 
very  miftakes  ;  but  this  man  induftrioufly  and  de- 
fignedly  makes  the  expreffion  ridiculous  and  con- 
temptible: 2.  Their  abufes  of  Scriptures  and 
Scripture  phrafes  will  not  at  all  juftify  the  like  in 
him,  though  in  another  kind,  and  to  another  end, 
he  might  have  learned  to  have  avoided  the  folly 
and  inconfideratenefs  of  the  others,  and  not  have 
multiplied  it  in  himfelf  by  a  •  worfe  method  of 
abufe. 

Certainly,  whoever  he  was  that  made  thefe  con- 
ferences, I  dare  fay,  he  had  no  fuch  pattern  of 
writing  from  the  apoftles  or  fathers.  The  neareft 

copy  that  I  know  of  it  is  the  A ,  and  though 

he  feems  a  man  of  wit  and  learning,  and  poflibly 
would  be  fomebody  in  the  world,  I  dare  fay,  they 
that  cherifh  him  in  the  main  of  his  defign,  are  a- 
fhamed  of  his  fcurrillity,  and  wifh  it  had  been 
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fpared,  and  fo  perchance  may  he  be  when  more 
years  have  better  coniideration.  The  mifchiefs 
that  come  by  this  manner  of  writing  are  very  great 
and  many. 

1.  Firft,   it  makes  differences  irreconcileable. 
When  differences  civil  or  ecclefiaftical  in  judgment 
or  practice  happen,  gentlenefs,  foftnefs,  mildnefs, 
and  perfonal  refpedtulnefs  quiet  the  paffions  and 
fpirits  of  the  adverfe  party,  gain  upon  him,  get 
within  him ;  and  when  the  perfon  is  thus  won, 
and  over-matched  with  fweetnefs,  and  kindnefs, 
and  perfonal  jealoufies,  and  prejudices  removed, 
perfuafions  and  arguments  grow  prevalent,  come 
with  their  full  weight,  are  entertained  calmly  and 
confiderately,  and  infenfibly  gain  ground  even 
upon  the  judgment :  but  I  never  yet  knew  any  man 
converted  by  an  angry,  paffionate,  railing  adver- 
fary,  for  fuch  kind  of  behaviour  prefently  raifeth 
in  the  adverfary  the  like  paffions  and  prejudice, 
and  makes  the  diftance  greater ;  and  the  palfions 
being  engaged  in  the  quarrel,  the  judgments  of 
both  fides  are  loft,  or  blinded,  or  filenced  with 
the  duft  and  noife  of  paffionate  digladiations ;  and 
indeed,  confidering  how  apparently  and  evidently 
fuch  kind  of  dealing  between  DifTenters,  renders 
compofures  almoft  impoffible,  and  yet  obferving 
how  much  this  courfe  of  reviling,  and  opprobri- 
ous, and  unmanly,  as  well  as  unchriftian  language, 
is  in  practice,  I  thought  that  it  hath  been  a  real 
defign  to  render  each  party  odious  and  irrecon- 
cileable to  the  other,  and  the  hopes  of  compofure 
defperate.     For  who  can  ever  expect  that  any 
man,  or  any  fort  of  men,  fhould  be  drawn  over 
to  that  party  that  (hall  publicly  fliie  him  brain- 
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fick,  a  fool,  filly,  hypocrite,  frantic,  and  a  hundred 
fuch  fcornful  appellations  ?  or,  that  men  will  be 
eafily  drawn  to  relinquifh  thofe  opinions  or  per- 
fuafions,  when  they  mult  thereby  in  effect  fub- 
fcribe  to  fuch  epithets  and  appellations  before  all 
the  world  ?  and  of  all  things  in  the  world,  men 
can  with  the  leaft  patience  bear  reflections  upon 
their  intellectuals,  and  are  mod  irreconcileable  to 
them  that  traduce  or  abufe  them  therein. 

2.  It  greatly  difadvantageth  the  caufe  as  well  as 
the  perfons  of  thofe  that  ufe  this  method  amongft 
fober  indifferent  obfervers,  who  will  be  ready  to 
conclude  them  a  parcel  of  people  tranfported  by 
paflions,  weak,  and  prejudicated  ;  and  look  upon 
fuch  a  cafe  as  is  maintained  by  railing,  fcoffing, 
raillery  and  unproved  calumnies,  as  weak,  and 
ftanding  in  need  of  fuch  rudenefs  to  fupport  and 
maintain  it. 

3.  It  expofeth  religion  itfelf  to  the  derifion  of 
Atheifts,  and  confirms  them  in  their  atheifm,  and 
gains  them  too  many  profelytes  ;  and  that  princi- 
pally upon  thefe  reafons.      1.  Becaufe  they  find 
that  clergymen  do  tell  them  in  the  pulpits,  that 
Chrift  himfelf,  and  his  Apoftles  condemned  rail- 
ing,  fcandalous  appellations,  as  Racha,  and  fool, 
evil-fpeaking,  foolilh  jetting,  mocking,  reviling ; 
this  they  tell  men,  and  they  tell  them  truly,  and 
yet  thefe  very  men  that  call  themfelves  minifters 
of  Chrift,  meifengers  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  take 
that  admirable  liberty  of  reproaching,  fcoffing, 
and  deriding  one  another  in  their  public  pam- 
phlets and  difcourfes ;  that  can  fcarce  be  exampled 
among  the  mod  invective  ranks  of  perfons,  whofe 
trade  it  is  to  be  fatirical,  and  render  people  ridi- 
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culous :  nay,  fo  far  hath  this  excellent  manage 
prevailed  among  clergymen,  that  their  feoffs  and 
reproaches  are  not  levelled  at  the  perfons,  or  per- 
fonal  defects  of  Diffenters,  but  rather  than  want 
fupports  for  their  party,  will  have  ugly  flings  at 
religion  itfelf,  at  fcripture  expremons  :  And  when 
men  fee  fuch  a  courfe  of  practice  among  the 
preachers  and  clergymen,  they  are  ready'  to  con- 
clude, that  furely  they  believe  not  themfelves  what 
they  preach  to  others  ;  therefore  think  they  have 
a  fair  pretence  not  to  believe  them. 

2.  But  principally  thefe  great  animofities  and 
tranfports  of  Diifenting  clergymen,  confirms  and 
promotes  atheifm,  upon  this  account,  that  the 
things  about  which  this  wonderful  hate  is  ftrucken 
between  thefe  parties,  are  fuch  as  both  parties 
agree  to  be  none  of  the  fundamentals  of  the  re- 
ligion profefled  by  both,  but  acceflaries  and  ac- 
ceilions,  and  fuch  indeed  as  by-ftanders  think  are 
of  very  fmall  moment ;  and  yet  when  men  fee  fo 
much  heat  and  paflion,  fo  much  fervour  and  con- 
tention, fuch  reproaches  and  revilings,  fuch  exaf- 
perations  of  authority  on  either  party,  fuch  mutual 
profecutions  one  of  another,  that  more  could  not 
poflibly  be  done  between  Diflenters  in  thofe  points 
which  both  agree  to  be  fundamental.  Atheiftical 
fpirits  are  apt  to  conclude,  that  probably  thofe 
points,  that  both  fides  fuppofed  to  be  of  greater 
moment,  are  ejufdemfannce^  with  thofe  in  contefts, 
fince  they  are  not,  nor  cannot  be  profecuted  with 
greater  fervour,  than  thefe,  which  all  men  take  to 
be  fmall  and  inconfiderable,  and  that  it  is  intereft, 
vain-glory,  and  applaufe,  or  fome  other  temporal 
concern,  that  gives  this  fervour  and  zeal  in  mat- 
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ters  of  religion,  more  than  the  true  concerns  of 
itfelf.  The  conclufion  therefore  is,  that  men  for 
their  own  fakes,  and  for  the  fake  and  honour  of 
the  Chriftian  religion,  would  ufe  more  temper- 
ance, prudence,  and  moderation,  in  contefts  about 
circumftantials. 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES 

OF    THE 

LIFE  AND  DEATH 

OF 

Six  MATTHEW  HALE,  Knt. 
Written  by  RICHARD  BAXTER, 

At  the   Requeft  of  EDWARD   STEPHENS,  Efq ;  Publiftier 
of  his  Contemplations,  and  his  familiar  Friend. 


TO    THE    READER. 

SINCE  the  hiftory  of  judge  Hale's  life  is  pub- 
lifhed  (written  by  Dr.  Burnet  very  well)  fome 
men  have  thought,  that  becaufe  my  familiarity 
with  him  was  known,  and  the  lad  time  of  a  man's 
life  is  fuppofed  to  contain  his  matureft  judgment, 
time,ftudy,  and  experience  correcting  former  over- 
fights  ;  and  this  great  man  who  was  mod  diligently 
and  thirftily  learning  to  the  laft,  was  like  to  be 
ftill  wifer,  the  notice  that  I  had  of  him  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  fhould  not  be  omitted. 

I  was  never  acquainted  with  him  till  1667,  and 

therefore  having  nothing  to  fay  of  the  former  part 

of  his  life ;  nor  of  the  latter,  as  to  any  public 

affairs,  but  only  of  what  our  familiar  converfe 
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acquainted  me :  but  the  vifible  effects  made  me 
wonder  at  the  induftry  and  unwearied  labours  of 
his  former  life.  Befides  the  four  volumes  againft 
atheifm  and  infidelity,  in  folio,  which  1  after 
mention,  when  I  was  defired  to  borrow  a  munu- 
icript  of  his  law  collections,  he  mewed  me,  as  I 
remember,  about  two  and  thirty  folios,  and  told 
me,  he  had  no  other  on  that  fubject,  (collections 
out  of  the  tower  records,  &c.)  and  that  the  ama- 
nuenfis  work  that  wrote  them,  coft  him  a  thoufand 
pound.  He  was  fo  fet  on  ftudy,  that  he  refolvedly 
avoided  all  necefiary  diverfions,  and  fo  little  valued 
either  grandeur,  wealth,  or  any  worldly  vanity, 
that  he  avoided  them  to  that  notable  degree,  which 
incompetent  judges  took  to  be  an  excefs.  His  habit 
was  fo  coarfe  and  plain,  that  I,  who  am  thought 
guilty  of  a  culpable  neglect  therein,  have  been  bold 
to  defire  him  to  lay  by  fome  things  which  feemed 
too  homely.  The  houfe  which  I  furrendered  to 
him,  and  wherein  he  lived  at  Acton,  was  indeed 
well  fituate  but  very  fmall,  and  fo  far  below  the 
ordinary  dwellings  of  men  of  his  rank,  as  that  di- 
vers farmers  thereabout  had  better  ;  but  it  pleafed 
him.  Many  cenfured  him  for  chufing  his  laft  wife 
below  his  quality  :  but  the  good  man  more  regard- 
ed his  own  daily  comfort,  than  men's  thoughts  and 
talk.  As  far  as  I  could  difcern,  he  chofe  one  very 
fuitable  to  his  ends  ;  one  of  his  own  judgment  and 
temper,  prudent  and  loving  and  fit  to  pleafe  him  ; 
and  that  would  not  draw  on  him  the  trouble  of 
much  acquaintance  and  relations.  His  houfekeep- 
ing  was  according  to  the  reft,  like  his  eftate  and 
mind,  but  not  like  his  place  and  honour  :  for  he 
refolved  never  to  grafp  at  riches,  nor  take  great 
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fees,  but  would  refufe  what  many  others  thought 
too  little.  I  wondered  when  he  told  me  howfmall 
his  eftate  was,  after  fuch  ways  of  getting  as  were 
before  him  :  but  as  he  had  little,  and  defired  little, 
fo  he  was  content  with  little,  and  fuited  his  dwell- 
ing, table,  and  retinue  thereto.  He  greatly  Ihunned 
the  vifits  of  many,  or  great  perfons,  that  came  not 
to  him  on  neceflary  bufmefs,  becaufe  all  his  hours 
were  precious  to  him,  and  therefore  he  contrived 
the  avoiding  of  them,  and  the  free  enjoyment  of 
his  beloved  privacy. 

I  muft  with  a  glad  remembrance  acknowledge, 
that  while  we  were  fo  unfuitable  in  places  and 
worth,  yet  fome  fuitablenefs  of  judgment  and  dif- 
pofition  made  our  frequent  converfe  pleafmg  to  us 
both.  The  laft  time  fave  one,  that  I  was  at  his 
houfe,  he  made  me  lodge  there,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing inviting  me  to  more  frequent  vifits,  faid  no 
man  mall  be  more  welcome ;  and  he  was  no  dif- 
fembler.  To  fignify  his  love,  he  put  my  name 
as  a  legatee  in  his  will,  bequeathing  me  forty  (hil- 
lings. Mr.  Stephens  gave  me  two  manufcripts, 
as  appointed  by  him  for  me,  declaring  his  judgment 
of  our  church  contentions  and  their  cure  (after 
mentioned.)  Though  they  are  imperfect  as  writ- 
ten on  the  fame  quertion  at  feveral  times,  I  had  a 
great  mind  to  print  them,  to  try  whether  the 
common  reverence  of  the  author  would  cool  any 
of  our  contentious  clergy  :  but  hearing  that  there 
was  a  reftraint  in  his  will,  I  took  out  part  of  a 
copy  in  which  I  find  thefe  words,  "  I  do  exprefsly 
declare,  that  I  will  have  nothing  of  my  writings 
printed  after  my  death,  but  only  fuch  as  I  (hall 
in  my  life-time  deliver  out  to  be  printed."  And 
P  3 
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not  having  received  this  in  his  life-time,  nor  to  be 
printed  in  exprefs  terms,  I  am  afraid  of  eroding 
the  will  of  the  dead,  though  he  ordered  them  for 
me. 

It  fhewed  his  mean  eftate  as  to  riches,  that  in 
his  will  he  is  put  to  diflribute  the  profits  of  a  book 
or  two  when  printed,  among  his  friends  and  fer- 
vants.  Alas  !  we  that  are  great  loofers  by  print- 
ing, know  that  it  muft  be  a  fmall  gain  that  muft 
thus  accrue  to  them.  Doubtlefs,  if  the  lord  chief 
juftice  Hale  had  gathered  money  as  other  lawyers 
do  that  had  lefs  advantage,  as  he  wanted  not  will, 
fo  he  would  not  have  wanted  power  to  have  left 
them  far  greater  legacies.  But  the  fervants  of  a 
felf  denying  mortified  mafter,  muft  be  content  to 
fuffer  by  his  virtues,  which  yet  if  they  imitate  him, 
will  turn  to  their  final  gain. 

God  made  him  a  public  good,  which  is  more 
than  to  get  riches.  His  great  judgment  and  known 
integrity,  commanded  refpeft  from  thofe  that 
knew  him ;  fo  that  I  verily  think,  that  no  one 
fubjecl  fmce  the  days  that  hiftory  hath  notified  the 
affairs  of  England  to  us,  went  off  the  ftage  with 
greater  and  more  univerfal  love  and  honour  ; 
(and  what  honour  without  love  is,  I  underfland 
not.)  I  remember  when  his  fuccefibr,  the  lord 
chief  juftice  Rainsford,  falling  into  fome  melan- 
choly, came  and  fent  to  me  tor  fome  advice,  he 
did  it  as  he  faid,  becaufe  judge  Hale  defired  him 
fo  to  do  ;  and  exprefled  fo  great  refpect  to  his  judg- 
ment and  writings,  as  I  perceived  much  prevailed 
•with  him.  And  many  have  profited  by  his  con- 
templations, who  would  never  have  read  them, 
had  they  been  written  by  fuch  a  one  as  I.  Yet 
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among  all  his  books  and  difcourfes,  I  never  knew 
of  thefe  until  he  was  dead. 

His  refolution  for  juflice  wasfo  great,  that  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  no  wealth  nor  honour  would  have 
hired  him  knowingly  to  do  one  unjuft  ad. 

And  though  he  left  us  in  forrow,  I  cannot  but 
acknowledge  it  a  great  mercy  to  him,  to  betaken 
away  when  he  was.  Alas  !  what  would  the  good 
man  have  done,  if  he  had  been  put  by  plotters, 
and  traitors,  and  fwearers,  and  forfwearers,  upon 
all  that  his  fucceffbrs  have  been  put  to  ?  In  like- 
lihood, even  all  his  great  wifdom  and  fmcerity, 
could  never  have  got  him  through  fuch  a  wilder- 
uefs  of  thorns,  and  briars,  and  wild  beads,  with- 
out tearing  in  pieces  his  entire  reputation,  if  he  had 
never  fo  well  fecured  his  confcience.  O  !.  how  fea- 
fonably  did  he  avoid  the  tempeft  and  go  to  Ghrift. 

And  fo  have  fo  many  excellent  perfons  fince 
then,  and  efpecially  within  the  fpace  of  one  year, 
as  may  well  make  England  tremble  at  the  prog- 
noftic,  that  the  righteous  are  taken  as  from  the 
evil  to  come.  And  alas !  what  an  evil  is  it  like  to 
be  ?  We  feel  our  lofs.  We  fear  the  common 
danger.  But  what  believer  can  chufe  but  acknow- 
ledge God's  mercy  to  them,  in  taking  them  up  to 
the  world  of  light,  love,  peace  and  order,  when 
confufion  is  coming  upon  this  world,  by  darknefs, 
malignity,  perfidioumefs  and  cruelty.  Some  think 
that  the  laft  conflagration  fhall  turn  this  earth 
into  hell.  If  fo  who  would  not  firft  be  taken  from 
it  ?  And  when  it  is  fo  like  to  hell  already,  who 
would  not  rather  be  in  heaven  ? 

Though  fome  miftook  this  man  for  a  mere  phi- 
bfopher  or  humanift,  that  knew  him  not  within  $ 
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yet  his  moft  ferious  defcription  of  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift,  and  his  copious  volumes  to  prove  the  truth 
of  the  fcripture,  chriftianity,  our  immortality,  and 
the  Deity,  do  prove  fo  much  reality  in  his  faith 
and  devotion,  as  makes  us  paft  doubt  of  the  reali- 
ty of  his  reward  and  glory. 

When  he  found  his  belly  fwell,  his  breath  and 
ftrength  much  abate,  and  his  face  and  flefh  decay, 
he  chearfully  received  the  fentence  of  death  :  and 
though  Dr.  Glifibn  by  mere  oximel  fquilliticum, 
feemed  a  while  to  eafe  him,  yet  that  alfo  foon  failed 
him ;  and  he  told  me,  he  was  prepared  and  con- 
tented comfortably  to  receive  his  change.  And 
accordingly  he  left  us,  and  went  into  his  native 
country  of  Gloucefterfhire  to  die,  as  the  hiftory 
tells  you. 

Mr.  Edward  Stephens  being  moft  familiar  with 
him,  told  me  his  purpofe  to  write  his  life  :  and 
defired  me  to  draw  up  the  mere  narrative  of  my 
fhort  familiarity  with  him  ;  which  I  did  as  follow- 
eth  :  by  hearing  no  more  of  him,  caft  it  by  ;  but 
others  defiring  it,  upon  the  fight  of  the  publifhed 
hiftory  of  his  life  by  Dr.  Burnet,  I  have  left  it  to 
the  difcretion  of  fome  of  them,  to  do  with  it  what 
they  will. 

And  being  half  dead  already  in  thofe  deareft 
friends  who  were  half  myfelf,  am  much  the  more 
willing  to  leave  this  mole-hill,  and  prifon  of  earth, 
to  be  with  that  wife  and  blefled  fociety,  who  being 
united  to  their  head  in  glory,  do  not  envy,  hate, 
or  perfecute  each  other,  nor  forfake  God,  nor 
fhall  ever  be  forfaken  by  him. 

R.  B. 
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Note,  That  this  narrative  was  written  two  years 
before  Dr.  Burnet's  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed, but  that  he  had  better  information  of 
hismanufcripts,and  fome  other  circumftances, 
than  I.  But  of  thofe  manuftripts  dire&ed  to 
me,  about  the  foul's  immortality,  of  which  I 
have  the  originals  under  his  hand,  and  alfo 
of  his  thoughts  of  the  fubjeds  mentioned  by 
me,  from  1671,  till  he  went  to  die  in  Glou- 
cefterfhire,  I  had  the  fulleft  notice. 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES 

ON  THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

Six  MATTHEW  HALE,  Knt. 


To  my  Worthy  Friend  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  Pub- 
lifher  of  Judge  KALE'S  Contemplations. 

SIR, 

YOU  defired  me  to  give  you  notice  of  what 
I  knew  in  my  perfonal  converfe,  of  the  great 
lord  chief  juflice  of  England,  fir  Matthew  Hale. 
You  have  partly  made  any  thing  of  mine  unmeet 
for  the  fight  of  any  but  yourfelf  and  his  private 
friends  (to  whom  it  is  ufelefs)  by  your  divulging 
thofe  words  of  his  extraordinary  favour  to  me, 
which  will  make  it  thought,  that  I  am  partial  in 
his  praifes.  And  indeed  that  exceflive  efteem  of 
his,  which  you  have  told  men  of,  is  a  divulging  of 
his  imperfection,  who  did  over-value  fo  unworthy 
a  perfon  as  I  know  myfelf  to  be. 

I  will  promife  you  to  fay  nothing  but  the  truth  ; 
and  judge  of  it  and  ufe  it  as  you  pleafe. 

My  acquaintance  with  him  was  not  long  :  and 
I  looked  on  him  as  an  excellent  perfon  fludied  in 
his  own  way,  which  I  hoped  I  {hould  never  have 
occafion  to  make  much  ufe  of  j  but  I  thought  not 
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fo  verfed  in  our  matters  as  ourfelves.  I  was  con- 
firmed in  this  conceit  by  the  firft  report  I  had  from 
him,  which  was  his  wifh,  that  Dr.  Reignolds, 
Mr.  Calamy,  and  I,  would  have  taken  bifhoprics, 
when  they  were  offered  us  by  the  lord  chancellor, 
as  from  the  king,  in  1660,  (as  one  did.)  I  thought 
he  underflood  not  our  cafe,  or  the  true  ftate  of 
Englifli  prelacy.  Many  years  after  when  I  lived 
at  A£lon,  he  being  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exche- 
quer, fuddenly  took  a  houfe  in  the  village.  We 
fat  next  feats  together  at  church  for  many  weeks, 
but  neither  did  he  ever  fpeak  to  me  or  I  to  him. 
At  laft,  my  extraordinary  friend  (to  whom  I  was 
more  beholden  than  I  mud  here  exprefs,)  ferjeant 
Fountain,  afked  me,  why  I  did  not  vifit  the  lord 
chief  baron  ?  I  told  him,  becaufe  I  had  no  reafon 
for  it,  being  a  ftranger  to  him ;  and  had  fome 
againft  it,  viz.  that  a  judge,  whole  reputation  was 
necefiary  to  the  ends  of  his  office,  fhould  not  be 
brought  under  court  fufpicion,  or  difgrace,  by  his 
familiarity  with  a  perfon,  whom  the  intereft  and 
diligence  of  fome  prelates  had  rendered  fo  odious, 
as  I  knew  myfelf  to  be  with  fuch,  I  durft  not  be 
fo  injurious  to  him.  The  ferjeant  anfwered,  it  is 
not  meet  for  him  to  come  firft  to  you ;  I  know 
why  I  fpeak  it :  let  me  intfeat  you  to  go  firft  to 
him.  In  obedience  to  which  requeft  I  did  it ;  and 
fo  we  entered  into  neighbourly  familiarity.  I  lived 
then  in  a  fmall  houfe,  but  it  had  a  pleafant  garden 
and  backfide,  which  the  (honeft)  landlord  had  a 
defire  to  fell.  The  judge  had  a  mind  to  the  houfe ; 
but  he  would  not  meddle  with  it,  till  he  got  a 
ftranger  to  me,  to  come  and  enquire  of  me  whe- 
ther I  was  willing  to  leave  it  ?  I  told  him,  I  was 
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not  only  willing  but  defirous,  not  for  my  own 
ends,  but  for  my  landlord's  fake,  who  mull  needs 
fell  it :  and  fo  he  bought  it,  and  lived  in  that  poor 
houfe,  till  his  mortal  ficknefs  fent  him  to  the  place 
of  his  interment. 

I  will  truly  tell  you  the  matter  and  the  manner 
of  our  converfe.     We  were  oft  together,  and  al- 
moft  all  our  difcourfe  was  philofophical,  and  efpe- 
cially  about    the  nature  of  fpirits  and  fuperior 
regions  ;  and  the  nature,  operations,  and  immor- 
tality of  man's  foul.     And  our  difpofition  and 
courfe  of  thoughts,  were  in   fuch  things  fo  like, 
that  I  did  not  much  crofs  the  bent  of  his  confer- 
ence.   He  ftudied  phyfics,  and  got  all  new  or  old 
books  of  philofophy  that  he  could  meet  with,  as 
eagerly  as  if  he  had  been  a  boy  at  the  univerfity. 
Moufnerius,  and  Honoratus  Faber,  he  defervedly 
much  efleemed  ;  but  yet  took  not  the  latter  to  be 
without  fome  miftakes.     Mathematics  he  ftudied 
more  than  I  did,  it  being  a  knowledge  which  he 
much  more  efleemed  than  I  did  ;  who  valued  all 
knowledge  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  benefit,  and 
neceflity  of  the  ufe  ;  and  my  unfkilfulnefs  in  them, 
I  acknowledge  my  great  defect,  in  which  he  much 
excelled.     But  we  were  both  much  addicted  to 
know  and  read  all  the  pretenders  to   more  than 
ordinary  in  phyfics ;  the  Platonifts,   the  Peripa- 
tetics, the  Epicureans   (and  efpecially  their   Gaf- 
fendus,)  Teleius,  Campanella,  Patricius,  Lullius, 
White,  and  every  feel:  that  made  us  any  encourag- 
ing promife.     We  neither  of  us  approved  of  all 
in  Ariftotle  ;  but  he  valued  him  more  than  I  did. 
We  both  greatly  difliked  the  principles  of  Cartefius 
and  Gaflendus  (much  more  of  the  bruitifts,  Hobbs 
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and  Spinofa ;)  efpecially  their  do&rine  de  motu, 
and  their  obfcuring,  or  denying  nature  hfelf,  even 
the  principia  motus,  the  virtutes  formales,  which 
are  the  caufes  of  operations* 

Whenever  we  were  together,  he  was  the  fpring 
of  our  difcourfe  (as  chufing  the  fubjecl  :)  and  moil 
of  it  ftill  was  of  the  nature  of  fpirits,  and  the 
immortality,  (late,  and  operations  of  feparated 
fouls.  We  both  were  confcious  of  human  darknefs, 
and  how  much  of  our  underflandings,  quiet  in 
fuch  matters,  muft  be  fetched  from  our  implicit 
truft  in  the  goodnefs  and  promifes  of  God,  rather 
than  from  a  clear  and  fatisfying  conception  of  the 
mode  of  feparated  fouls  operations;  and  how 
great  ufe  we  have  herein  of  our  faith  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  he  is  the  undertaker,  mediator,  the 
Lord  and  lover  of  fouls,  and  the  adual  pofieflbr  of 
that  glory.  But  yet  we  thought,  that  it  greatly 
concerned  us,  to  fearch  as  far  as  God  allowed  us, 
into  a  matter  of  fo  great  moment ;  and  that  even 
little  and  obfcure  profpeds  into  the  heavenly  ftate, 
are  more  excellent  than  much  and  applauded 
knowledge  of  tranfitory  things. 

He  was  much  in  urging  difficulties  and  objec- 
tions ;  but  you  could  not  tell  by  them  what  was 
his  own  judgment :  for  when  he  was  able  to  anfwer 
them  himfelf,  he  would  draw  out  anothers  anfwer. 

He  was  but  of  a  flow  fpeech,  and  fometimes  fo 
hefitating,  that  a  ftranger  would  have  thought 
him  a  man  of  low  parts,  that  knew  not  readily 
what  to  fay  (though  ready  at  other  times.)  But 
I  never  faw  Cicero's  doctrine  de  Oratore,  more 
verified  in  any  man,  that  furniming  the  mind  with 
all  forts  of  knowledge,  is  the  chief  thing  to  make 
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an  excellent  orator :  for  when  there  is  abundance 
and  clearnefs  of  knowledge  in  the  mind,  it  will 
furnifh  even  a  flow  tongue  to  fpeak  that  which 
by  its  congruence  and  verity  mall  prevail.  Such 
a  one  never  wants  moving  matter,  nor  an  anfwer 
to  vain  objedors. 

The  manner  of  our  converfe  was  as  fuitable  to 
my  inclination  as  the  matter.  For  whereas  many 
bred  in  univerfities,  and  called  fcholars,  have  not 
the  wit,  manners,  or  patience,  to  hear  thofe  that 
they  difcourfe  with  fpeak  to  the  end,  but  through 
lift  and  impotency  cannot  hold,  but  cut  off  a 
man*s  fpeech  when  they  hear  any  thing  that  urgeth 
them,  before  the  latter  part  make  the  former  intel- 
ligible or  ftrong  (when  oft  the  proof  and  ufe  is 
relerved  to  the  end,)  likerfcolds  than  fcholars  ;  as 
if  they  commanded  filence  at  the  end  of  each 
fentence  to  him  that  fpeaketh,  or  elfe  would  have 
two  talk  at  once.  I  do  no  not  remember,  that  ever 
he  and  I  did  interrupt  each  other  in  any  difcourfe. 
His  wifdom  and  accuftomed  patience  caufed  him 
ftill  to  flay  for  the  end.  And  though  my  difpofi- 
tion  have  too  much  forwardnefs  to  fpeak,  I  had 
net  fo  little  wit  or  manners,  as  to  interrupt  him ; 
whereby  we  far  better  underflood  each  other,  than 
we  could  have  done  in  chopping  and  maimed  dif- 
courfe. 

He  was  much  for  coming  to  philofophical 
knowledge  by  the  help  of  experiments :  but  he 
thought,  that  our  new  philofophers,  as  fome  call 
the  Cartefians,  had  taken  up  many  fallacies  as 
experiments,  and  had  made  as  unhappy  a  ufe 
of  their  trials,  as  many  emperics  and  mounte- 
banks do  in  medicine :  arid  that  Ariftotle  was  a 
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man  of  far  greater  experience,  as  well  as  ftudy, 
than  they.  He  was  wont  to  fay,  that  lads  at  the 
univerfities  had  found  it  a  way  to  be  thought  wifer 
than  others,  to  join  with  boafters  that  cried  down 
the  ancients  before  they  underftood  them  :  for  he 
thought  that  few  of  thefe  contemners  of  Ariftotle, 
had  ever  fo  far  ftudied  him,  as  to  know  his  doc- 
trine, but  fpoke  againft  they  knew  not  what ;  even 
as  fome  fecular  theologues  take  it  to  be  the  way  to 
be  thought  wife  men  and  orthodox,  to  cant  againft 
fome  party  or  feet  which  they  have  advantage  to 
contemn.  It  mud  coft  a  man  many  years  ftudy  to 
know  what  Ariftotle  held.  But  to  read  over  Ma- 
girus  (and  perhaps  the  Conimbricenfes  or  Zaba- 
rell,)  and  then  prate  againft  Ariftotle,  requireth 
but  a  little  time  and  labour.  He  could  well  bear 
it,  when  one  that  had  thoroughly  ftudied  Ariftotle, 
diffcnted  from  him  in  any  particular  upon  reafon  ; 
but  he  loathed  it  in  ignorant  men,  that  were  car- 
ried to  it  by  fhameful  vanity  of  mind. 

His  many  hard  queftions,  doubts  and  objections 
to  me,  occafioned  me  to  draw  up  a  fmall  tract  of 
the  nature  and  immortality  of  man's  foul,  as  prov- 
ed by  natural  light  alone  (by  way  of  queftions 
and  anfwers :)  in  which  I  had  not  baulked  the 
hardeft  objections  and  difficulties  that  I  could  think 
of  (conceiving  that  atheifts  and  fadducees  are  fo 
unhappily  witty,  and  fatan  fuch  a  tutor,  that  they 
are  as  like  to  think  of  them  as  I.)  But  the  good 
man,  when  I  fent  it  to  him,  was  wifer  than  I,  and 
lent  me  word  in  his  return,  that  he  would  not 
have  me  publifh  it  in  Englifh  (nor  without  fome 
alterations  of  the  method ;)  becaufe  though  he 
thought  I  had  fufficiently  anfwered  all  the  objec- 
Q  2 


186        ADDITIONAL  NOTES  ON  THE  LIFE 

tions,  yet  ordinary  readers  would  take  deeper  into 
their  minds  fuch  hard  objections  as  they  never 
heard  before,  than  the  anfwer  (how  full  foever) 
would  be  able  to  overcome :  whereupon,  not 
having  leifure  to  tranflate  and  alter  it,  I  caft  it 
by. 

He  feemed  to  reverence  and  believe  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Willis,  and  fuch  others,  de  animis  brutorum^ 
as  being  not  fpiritual  fubftances.  But  when  I  fent 
him  a  confutation  of  them,  he  feemed  to  acquiefce, 
and  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  did  change  his  mind  ; 
and  had  higher  thoughts  of  fenfitive  natures,  than 
they  that  take  them  to  be  fome  evanid  qualities, 
proceeding  from  contexture,  attemperation,  and 
motion. 

Yet  he  and  I  did  think,  that  the  notion  of  im- 
materiality, had  little  fatisfa&ory  to  acquaint  us 
with  the  nature  of  a  fpirit  (not  telling  us  any 
thing  what  it  is,  but  what  it  is  not.)  And  we 
thought,  that  the  old  Greek  and  Latin  doctors 
(cited  by  Fauflus  Rhegiculis,  whom  Mamertus 
anfwereth,)  did  mean  by  a  body  or  matter  (of 
which  they  faid  fpirits  did  confift,)  the  fame  thing 
as  we  now  mean  by  the  fubftance  of  fpirits,  diftin- 
guifhing  them  from  mere  accidents.  And  we 
thought  it  a  matter  of  fome  moment,  and  no  fmall 
difficulty,  to  tell  what  men  mean  here  by  the  word 
[fubftance,]  if  it  be  but  a  relative  notion,  be- 
caufe  it  doth  fubjlare  accidentibus  et  fubfiftere  per 
fe^  relation  is  not  proper  fubftance.  It  is  fubftance 
that  doth  fo  fubfift  :  it  is  fomewhat,  and  not  no- 
thing,  nor  an  accident.  Therefore  if  more  than 
relation  muft  be  meant,  it  will  prove  hard  to  dif- 
tinguifli  fubftance  from  fubftance  by  the  notion  of 
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immateriality.  Souls  have  no  fhadows  :  they  are 
not  palpable  and  grofs  ;  but  they  are  SUBSTAN- 
TIAL LIFE,  as  VIRTUES.  And  it  is  hard  to 
conceive,  how  a  created  vis  vel  virtus  fhould  be  the 
adequate  conceptus  of  a  fpirit,  and  not  rather  an 
inadequate,  fuppofmg  the  conceptus  of  fubftantia 
fundamentals  (as  Dr.  Gliffon  calls  it  de  vita  na- 
tura^)  feeing  omnis  virtus  eft  rei  alleni  virtus. 

Yet  he  yielded  to  me,  that  virtus  feu  vis  vitalis, 
is  not  animts  accident,  but  the  conceptus  formalls 
fpiritus,  fuppofmg  fubftantia  to  be  the  conceptus 
fundament  alls  :  and  both  together  exprefs  the  ef- 
fence  of  a  fpirit. 

Every  created  being  is  paffiye  j  for  recipit  in 
fluxum  caufa  prima.  God  rranfcendeth  our  defin- 
ing ikill :  but  where  there  is  receptivity,  many 
ancients  thought  there  were  fome  pure  fort  of  ma- 
teriality :  and  we  fay,  there  is  receptive  fub- 
ftantiality :  and  who  can  defcribe  the  difference 
(laying  afide  the  formal  virtues  that  difference 
things)  between  the  highefl  material  fubftance, 
and  the  Icweft  fubftance,  called  immaterial. 

We  were  neither  of  us  fatisfied  with  the  notions 
of  penetrability  and  indivifibility,  as  fufficient 
differences.  But  the  virtutes  fpecificte  plainly  dif- 
ference. 

What- latter  thoughts,  a  year  before  he  died,  he 
had  of  thefe  things,  I  know  not :  but  fome  fay, 
that  a  treatife  of  this  fubjed,  the  foul's  immorta- 
lity, was  his  lad  finifhed  work  (promifed  in  th'e 
end  of  his  treatife  of  man's  origination;)  and  if 
we  have  the  fight  of  that,  it  will  fuller  tell  us  his 
judgment. 

One  thing  I  muft  notify  to  youa  and  to 
0  3 
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that  have  his  manufcripts,  that  when  I  fent  him  a 
fcheme,  with  fome  elucidations,  he  wrote  me  on 
that  and  my  treatife  of  the  foul,  almofl  a  quire 
of  paper  of  animadverfions  ;  by  which  you  muft 
not  conclude  at  all  of  his  own  judgment :  for  he 
profefled  to  me,  that  he  wrote  them  to  me,  not  as 
his  judgment,  but  (as  his  way  was)  as  the  hardeft 
objections  which  he  would  have  fatisfaction  in. 
And  when  I  had  written  him  a  full  anfvver  to  all, 
and  have  been  oft  fince  with  him,  he  feemed  fatis- 
fied.  You  will  wrong  him  therefore,  if  you 
ihould  print  that  written  to  me  as  his  judgment. 

As  to  his  judgment  about  religion ;  our  dif- 
courfe  was  very  iparing  about  controverfies.  He 
thought  not  fit  to  begin  with  me  about  them,  nor  I 
with  him  :  and  as  it  was  in  me,  fo  it  feemed  to  be 
in  him,  from  a  conceit,  that  we  were  not  fit  to  pre- 
tend to  add  much  to  one  another. 

About  matters  of  conformity,  I  could  gladly 
have  known  his  mind  more  fully  :  but  I  thought 
it  unmeet  to  put  fuch  queftions  to  a  judge,  who 
muft  not  fpeak  againft  the  laws ;  and  he  never 
offered  his  judgment  to  me.  And  I  knew,  that  as 
I  was  to  reverence  him  in  his  own  profeflion,  fo 
in  matters  of  my  profeffion  and  concernment,  he 
expected  not,  that  I  mould  think  as  he,  beyond 
the  reafons  which  he  gave, 

I  muft  fay,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
wealth  and  honour  of  the  bifhops  was  convenient, 
to  enable  them  the  better  to  relieve  the  poor,  and 
refcue  the  inferior  clergy  from  oppreffion,  and  to 
keep  up  the  honour  of  religion  in  the  world.  But 
all  this  on  fuppofition,  that  it  would  be  in  the  hands 
of  wife  and  good  men,  or  elfe  it  would  do  as 
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much  harm.  But  when  I  aiked  him,  whether  great 
wealth  and  honour  would  not  be  moft  earneftly 
defired  and  fought  by  the  word  of  men,  while 
good  men  would  not  feek  them  ?  And  whether 
he  that  was  the  only  fervent  feeker,  was  not 
likelieil  to  obtain  (except  under  fome  rare  extra- 
ordinary prince  ?)  And  fo  whether  it  was  not  like 
to  entail  the  office  on  the  word,  and  to  arm 
Chrift's  enemies  againft  him  to  the  end  of  the 
world  (which  a  provifion  that  had  neither  alluring 
normuch  difcouraging  temptation,  might  prevent,) 
he  gave  me  no  anfwer.  I  have  heard  fome  fay,  if 
the  pope  were  a  good  man,  what  a  deal  of  good 
might  he  do  ?  But  have  popes  therefore  bleft  the 
world. 

1  can  truly  fay,  that  he  greatly  lamented  the 
negligence,  and  ill  lives,  and  violence  of  fome  of 
the  clergy  *  and  would  oft  fay,  what  have  they 
their  calling,  honour  and  maintenance  for,  but  to 
feek  the  inftrufting  and  faving  of  men's  fouls  ? 

He  much  lamented,  that  fo  many  worthy  mini- 
flers  were  filenced,  the  church  weakened,  papifts 
ftrengthened,  the  caufe  of  love  and  piety  greatly 
wronged  and  hindered  by  the  prefent  differences 
about  conformity.  And  he  hath  told  me  his  judg- 
ment, that  the  only  means  to  heal  us  was,  a 
new  act  of  uniformity,  which  mould  neither 
leave  all  at  liberty,  nor  impofe  any  thing  but 
neceflary. 

I  had  once  a  full  opportunity  to  try  his  judg- 
ment far  in  this.  It  pleafed  the  lord  keeper  Bridg- 
man  to  invite  Dr.  Manton  and  myfelf  (to  whom 
Dr.  Bates  at  our  defire  was  added,)  to  treat  with 
Dr.  Wilkins  and  Dr.  Burton  about  the  terms  of 
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our  reconciliation  and  reftoration  to  our  minifterial 
liberty.  After  fome  days  conference,  we  came  to 
agreement  in  all  things,  as  to  the  neceflary  terms. 
And  becaufe  Dr.  Wilkins  and  I  had  fpecial  inti- 
macy wilh  judge  Hale,  we  defired  him  to  draw  it 
up  in  the  form  of  an  acl,  which  he  willingly  did, 
and  we  agreed  to  every  word.  But  it  pleafed  the 
houfe  of  commons,  hearing  of  it,  to  begin  their 
next  feilion  with  a  vote,  that  no  fuch  bill  mould 
be  brought  in  ;  and  fo  it  died. 

Query  1.  Whether  after  this  and  other  fuch 
agreement,  it  be  ingenuity,  or  fomewhat  elfe,  that 
hath  ever  fmce  faid,  we  know  not  what  they  would 
have  ?  And  that  at  once  call  out  to  us,  and  yet 
ftriftly  forbid  us  to  tell  them  what  it  is  we  take 
for  fin,  and  what  we  defire. 

2.  Whether  it  be  likely,   that  fuch   men  as 
biihop  Wilkins,  and  Dr.  Burton,  and  judge  Hale, 
would  confent  to  fuch  terms  of  our  concord,  as 
fhould  be  worfe  than  our  preterit  condition  of  divi- 
fion  and  convulfion  is  ?  And   whether  the  main- 
tainers  of  our  dividing  impofitions,  be  all  wifer 
and  better  men  than  this  judge  and   that  biihop 
were? 

3.  And  whether  it  be  any  diftance  of  opinion, 
or  difficulty  of  bringing   us  to  agreement,  that 
keepeth  England  in  its  fad  divifions,   or  rather 
fome  mens  opinion,  that  our  unity  itfelf  is  not  de- 
firable,  left  it  ftrengthen  us  ?  The  cafe  is  plain. 

His  behaviour  in  the  church  was  conformable, 
but  prudent.  He  conitantly  heard  a  curate,  too 
low  for  fuch  an  auditor.  In  common-prayer  he 
behaved  himfelf  as  others,  faving  that,  to  avoid 
the  differencing  of  the  gofpels  from  the  epiftles, 
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and  the  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  from  the 
names,  Chrift,  Saviour,  God,  &c.  He  would 
ufe  fome  equality  in  his  geftures,  and  (land  up  at 
the  reading  of  all  God's  word  alike. 

I  had  but  one  fear  or  fufpicion  concerning  him, 
which  fince  I  am  afiured  was  groundlefs :  I  was 
afraid  leaft  he  had  been  too  little  for  the  practical 
part  of  religion,  as  to  the  working  of  the  foul  to- 
wards God,  in  prayer,  meditation,  &c.  becaufe 
he  feldom  fpake  to  me  of  fuch  fubje&s,  nor  of 
practical  books,  or  fermons ;  but  was  dill  fpeaking 
of  philofophy,  or  of  fpirits,  fouls,  the  future  flate, 
and  the  nature  of  God.  But  at  laft  I  underflood, 
that  his  averfenefs  to  hypocrify  made  him  purpofely 
conceal  the  moft  of  fuch  his  practical  thoughts  and 
works,  as  the  world  now  findeth  by  his  contem- 
plations and  other  writings. 

He  told  me  once,  how  God  brought  him  to  a 
fixed  honour  and  obfervation  of  the  Lord's  day  ; 
that  when  he  was  young,  being  in  the  weft,  the 
ficknefs  or  death  of  fome  relation  at  London,  made 
fome  matter  or  eftate  to  become  his  concernment ; 
which  required  his  haftening  to  London  from  the 
weft :  and  he  was  commanded  to  travel  on  the 
Lord's  day :  but  I  cannot  well  remember  how 
many  crofs  accidents  befel  him  in  his  journey ; 
one  horfe  fell  lame,  another  died,  and  much  more ; 
which  ftruck  him  with  fuch  fenfe  of  divine  rebuke, 
as  he  never  forgot. 

When  I  went  out  of  the  houfe,  in  which  he 
fucceeded  me,  I  went  into  a  greater,  over-againft 
the  church-door.  The  town  having  great  need 
of  help  for  their  fouls,  I  preached  between  the 
public  fermons  in  my  houfe,  taking  the  people 
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with  me  to  the  church  (to  common- prayer  and 
fermon)  morning  and  evening.  The  judge  told 
me,  that  he  thought  my  courfe  did  the  church 
much  fervice ;  and  would  carry  it  fo  refpectfully 
to  me  at  my  door,  that  all  the  people  might  per- 
ceive his  approbation.  But  Dr.  Reeves  could  not 
bear  it,  but  complained  againft  me ;  and  the  bifhop 
of  London  caufed  one  Mr.  RoiTe  of  Brainford,  and 
Mr.  Philips,  two  juftices  of  the  peace,  to  fend 
their  warrants  to  apprehend  me.  I  told  the  judge 
of  the  warrant,  but  afked  him  no  counfel,  nor  he 
gave  me  none  ;  but  with  tears  mewed  his  forrow  : 
(the  only  time  that  ever  I  faw  him  weep.)  So  I 
was  fent  to  the  common  gaol  for  fix  months,  by 
thefe  two  juftices,  by  the  procurement  of  the  faid 
Dr.  Reeves  (his  majefty's  chaplain,  dean  of  Wind- 
for,  dean  of  Wolverhampton,  parlbn  of  Horfely, 
parfon  of  Aclon.)  When  I  came  to  move  for  my 
releafe  upon  a  habeas  corpus  (by  th*  counfel  of 
my  great  friend  ferjeant  Fountain,)  I  found,  that 
the  character  which  judge  Hale  had  given  of 
me,  flood  me  in  fome  Head  ;  and  every  one  of  the 
four  judges  of  the  common- pleas,  did  not  only 
acquit  me,  but  faid  more  for  me  than  my  counfel, 
(viz.  judge  Wild,  judge  Archer,  judge  Tyrel,  and 
the  lord  chief  juftice  Vaughan ;)  and  made  me 
fenfible,  how  great  a  part  of  the  honour  of  his 
majefty's  government,  and  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, confided  in  the  juflice  of  the  judges. 

And  indeed  judge  Hale  would  tell  me,  that 
bifhop  Ufher  was  much  prejudiced  againft  lawyers, 
becaufe  the  worft  caufes  find  their  advocates :  but 
that  he  and  Mr.  Selden  had  convinced  him  of  the 
reafons  of  it,  to  his  fatisfaclion :  and  that  he  did 
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by  acquaintance  with  them,  believe  that  there 
were  as  many  honed  men  among  lawyers,  propor- 
tionably,  as  among  any  profefllon  of  men  in  Eng- 
land (not  excepting  bifhops  or  divines.) 

And  I  mud  needs  fay,  that  the  improvement  of 
reafon,  the  diverting  men  from  fenfuality  and 
idlenefs,  the  maintaining  of  propriety  and  juftice, 
and  confequently  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
kingdom,  is  very  much  to  be  afcribed  to  the  judges, 
and  lawyers. 

But  this  imprifonment  brought  me  the  great 
lofs  of  converfe  with  judge  Hale :  for  the  parlia- 
ment in  the  next  aft  againtl  conventicles,  put  into 
it  diverie  claufes,  fuited  to  my  cafe ;  by  which  I 
was  obliged  to  go  dwell  in  another  country,  and  to 
forfake  both  London  and  my  former  habitation  ; 
and  yet  the  juftices  of  another  county  were  partly 
enabled  to  purfue  me. 

Before  I  went,  the  judge  had  put  into  my  hand 
four  volumes  (in  folio,)  which  he  had  written,  to 
prove  the  being  and  providence  of  God,  the  im- 
mortality of  the  foul,  and  life  to  come,  the  truth 
of  chriflianity,  and  of  every  book  of  the  fcripture 
by  itfelf,  befides  the  common  proofs  of  the  whole. 
Three  of  the  four  volumes  I  had  read  over,  and 
was  fent  to  the  gaol  before  I  read  the  fourth.  I 
turned  down  a  few  leaves  for  fome  fmall  animad- 
verfions,.but  had  no  time  to  give  them  him.  I 
could  not  then  perfuade  him  to  review  them  for 
the  prefs.  The  only  fault  I  found  with  them  of 
any  moment,  was  that  great  copioufnefs,  the  effect 
of  his  fulnefs  and  patience,  which  will  be  called 
tedioufnefs  by  impatient  readers. 

When  we  were  feparated,  he  (that  would  re- 
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ceive  no  letters  from  any  man,  about  any  matters 
which  he  was  to  judge)  was  defirous  of  letter- 
converfe  about  our  philofophical  and  fpiritual  fub- 
jects.  I  having  then  begun  a  Latin  methodus 
theologiae,  fent  him  one  of  the  fchemes  (before 
mentioned,)  containing  the  generals  of  the  philo- 
phical  part,  with  fome  notes  upon  it ;  which  he 
fo  over-ruled,  that  he  urged  me  to  proceed  in  the 
fame  way.  I  objected  againfl  putting  fo  much  phi- 
lofophy  (though  moftly  but  de  homine)  in  a  me- 
thod of  theology  :  but  he  rejected  my  objections, 
and  refolved  me  to  go  on. 

At  laft  it  pleafed  God  to  vifit  him  with  his 
mortal  ficknefs.  Having  had  the  flone  before 
(which  he  found  thick  pond- water  better  eafe  him 
of,  than  the  gravel  fpring- water,)  in  a  cold  jour- 
ney, an  extraordinary  flux  of  urine  took  him  firfl, 
and  then  fuch  a  pain  in  his  fide,  as  forced  him  to 
let  much  blood,  more  than  once,  to  fave  him  from 
fudden  fuffbcation  or  opprefiion.  Ever  after  which 
he  had  death  in  his  lapfed  countenance,  flefh  and 
ftrength,  with  fhortnefs  of  breath.  Dr.  Willis, 
in  his  life-time,  wrote  his  cafe  without  his  name, 
in  an  obfervation  in  his  pharmaceut,  &c.  which 
was  fhortly  printed  after  his  own  death,  and  before 
his  patient's  :  but  I  dare  fay  it  fo  crudely,  as  is  no 
honour  to  that  book. 

When  he  had  driven  a  while  under  his  difeafe, 
he  gave  up  his  place,  not  fo  much  from  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  nearnefs  of  his  death  (for  he 
could  have  died  comfortably  in  his  public  work,) 
but  from  the  fenfe  of  his  diiability  to  difcharge  his 
part :  but  he  ceafed  not  his  ftudies,  and  that  upon 
points  which  I  could  have  wifhed  him  to  let 
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go  (being  confident,  that  he  was  not  far  from  his 
end.) 

I  fent  him  a  book  which  I  newly  publifhed,  for 
reconciling  the  controverfies  about  predeftination, 
redemption,  grace,  free-will,  but  defired  him  not 
to  beftow  too  much  of  his  precious  time  upon  it : 
but  (before  he  left  his  place)  I  found  him  at  it  fo 
oft,  that  I  took  the  boldnefs  to  tell  him>  that  I 
thought  more  practical  writings  were  mod  fuitable 
to  his  cafe,  who  was  going  from  this  contentious 
world.  He  gave  me  but  Tittle  anfwer ;  but  I  after 
found,  that  he  plied  practicals  and  contemplatives 
in  their  feafon  ;  which  he  never  thought  meet  to 
give  me  any  account  of.  Only  in  general  he  oft 
told  me,  that  the  reafon  and  feafon  of  his  writings 
(againft  atheifm,  &c.  aforefaid)  were,  both  in  his 
circuit  and  at  home,  he  ufed  to  fet  apart  fome  time 
for  meditation,  efpecially  after  the  evening  public 
worfhip  every  Lord's  day  ;  and  that  he  could  not 
fo  profitably  keep  his  thoughts  in  connection  and 
method,  otherwise,  as  by  writing  them  down  ;  and 
withal,  that  if  there  were  any  thing  in  them  ufeful 
it  was  the  way  to  keep  it  for  after  ufe  :  and  there- 
fore for  the  better  management,  for  the  account- 
ablenefs  and  the  after  ufe,  he  had  long  accuftomed 
to  pen  his  meditations  ;  which  gave  us  all  of  that 
nature  that  he  hath  left  us. 

Notwithflanding  his  own  great  furniture  of 
knowledge,  and  he  was  accounted  by  fome,  fome- 
what  tenacious  of  his  conceptions  (for  men  that 
know  much,  cannot  eafily  yield  to  the  expectations 
of  lefs  knowing  men,)  yet  I  muft  fay,  that  I 
•  remember  not  that  ever  I  converfed  with  a  man 
that  was  readier  to  receive  and  learn.  He  would 
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hear  as  patiently,  and  recoiled:  all  fo  diftin&ly,  and 
then  try  it  fo  judicioufly  (not  difdaining  to  learn 
of  an  inferior  in  fome  things,  who  in  more  had 
need  to  learn  of  him,)  that  he  would  prefently 
take  what  fome  (land  wrangling  againft  many 
years.  I  never  more  perceived  in  any  man,  how 
much  great  knowledge  and  wifdom  facilitate  ad- 
ditions, and  the  reception  of  any  thing  not  before 
known.  Such  a  one  prefently  perceiveth  that  evi- 
dence which  another  is  incapable  of. 

For  inflance,  the  lad  time,  fave  one,  that  I  faw 
him  (in  his  weaknefs  at  Acton,)  he  engaged  me 
to  explicate  the  doctrine  of  divine  government 
(and  decree,)  as  confident  with  the  fin  of  man. 
And  when  I  had  diftinftly  told  him,  1.  What  God 
did,  as  the  author  of  nature,  phyfically.  2.  What 
he  did,  as  legiflator,  morally.  And  3.  What  he 
did,  as  benefactor,  and  by  fpecial  grace.  4.  And 
"where  permiilion  came  in,  and  where  actual  opera- 
tion. 5.  And  fo,  how  certainly  God  might  caufe 
the  effe&s,  and  not  caufe  the  volitions,  as  deter- 
minate to  evil,  [though  the  volition  and  effect 
being  called  by  one  name  (as  theft,  murder,  adul- 
tery, lying,  &c.)  oft  deceive  men  :]  he  took  up 
all  that  1  had  faid  in  order,  and  diftindly  twice 
over  repeated  each  part  in  its  proper  place,  and 
with  its  reafon  :  and  when  he  had  done,  faid,  that 
I  had  given  him  fatisfaction. 

Before  I  knew  what  he  did  himfelf  in  contem- 
plations, I  took  it  not  well,  that  he  more  than 
once  told  me,  "  Mr.  Baxter,  I  am  more  beholden 
to  you  than  you  are  aware  of;  and  I  thank  you 
for  all,  but  efpeciaily  for  your  fcheme,  and  your, 
catholic  theology."  For  I  was  forry,  that  a  man 
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(that  I  thought)  fo  near  death,  (hould  fpend  much 
of  his  time  on  fuch  controversies  (though  tending 
to  end  them.)  But  he  continued  after,  near  a 
year,  and  had  leifure  for  contemplations  which  I 
knew  not  of. 

When  I  parted  with  him,  I  doubted  which  of 
us  would  be  firft  at  heaven  :  but  he  is  gone  before, 
and  I  am  at  the  door,  and  fomewhat  the  willinger 
to  go,  when  I  think  fuch  fouls  as  his  are  there. 

When  he  was  gone  to  Gloucefterfhire,  and  his 
contemplations  were  publifhed  by  you,  I  fent  him 
the  confeffion  of  my  cenfures  of  him,  how  I  had 
feared  that  he  had  allowed  too  great  a  (hare  of  his 
time  and  thoughts  to  fpeculation,  and  too  little  to 
pra&icals ;  but  rejoiced  to  fee  the  convi&ion  of 
my  error :  and  he  returned  me  a  very  kind  letter, 
which  was  the  laft. 

Some  cenfured  him  for  living  under  fuch  a  curate 
at  Afton,  thinking  it  was  in  his  power  to  have 
got  Dr.  Reeves,  the  parfon,  to  provide  a  better. 
Of  which  I  can  fay,  that  I  once  took  the  liberty 
to  tell  him,  that  I  feared  too  much  tepidity  in  him, 
by  reafon  of  that  thing  ;  not  that  he  needed  him- 
felf  a  better  teacher,  who  knew  more,  and  could 
over-look  fcandals  ;  but  for  the  fake  of  the  poor 
ignorant  people,  who  greatly  needed  better  help. 
He  anfwered  me,  that  if  money  would  do  it,  he 
would  willingly  have  done  it ;  but  the  Dr.  was  a 
man,  not  to  be  dealt  with  ;  which  was  the  hardefl 
word  that  I  remember  I  ever  heard  him  ufe  of 
any.  For  I  never  knew  any  man  more  free  from 
fpeaking  evil  of  others  behind  their  backs.  When- 
ever the  difcourfe  came  up  to  the  faultinefs  of  any 
individuals,  he  would  be  filent :  but  the  forts  of 
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faulty  perfons  he  would  blame  with  cautelous  free- 
dom, efpecially  idle,  proud,  fcandalous,  contenti- 
ous, and  factious  clergymen.  We  agreed  in  no- 
thing more  than  that  which  he  oft  repeateth  in  the 
papers  which  you  gave  me,  and  which  he  oft  ex- 
preifed,  viz.  that  true  religion  confifteth  in  great, 
plain,  neceiTary  things,  the  life  of  faith  and  hope, 
the  love  of  God  and  man,  an  humble  felf-denying 
mind,  with  mortification  of  worldly  affeclion,  car- 
nal luft,  &c.  And  that  the  calamity  of  the  church, 
and  withering  of  religion,  hath  come  from  proud 
and  bufy  men's  additions,  that  cannot  give  peace 
to  themfelves  and  others,  by  living  in  love  and 
quietnefs  on  this  chriflian  Simplicity  of  faith  and 
practice,  but  vex  and  turmoil  the  church  with  thefe 
needlefs  and  hurtful  fuperfluities ;  fome  by  their 
decifions  of  words,  or  imnecefTary  controverfies ; 
and  fome  by  their  reftlefs  reaching  after  their  own 
worldly  interefl,  and  corrupting  the  church,  on 
pretence  of  railing  and  defending  it ;  fome  by 
their  needlefs  ceremonies,  and  fome  by  their  fuper- 
ftitious  and  caufelefs  fcruples.  But  he  was  efpe- 
cially  angry  at  them  that  would  fo  manage  their 
differences  about  fuch  things,  as  to  fhew,  that 
they  had  a  greater  zeal  for  their  own  additions, 
than  for  the  common  faving  truths  and  duties 
which  we  were  all  agreed  in ;  and  that  did  fo 
manage  their  feveral  little  and  felfim  caufes,  as 
wounded  or  injured  the  common  caufe  of  the  chrif- 
tian  and  reformed  churches.  He  had  a  great 
diftafte  of  the  books  called,  a  friendly  debate,  &c. 
and  ecclefiaflical  polity,  as  from  an  evil  fpirit,  injur- 
ing fcripture  phrafe,  and  tempting  the  atheifts  to 
contemn  all  religion,  fo  they  might  but  vent  their 
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fpleen,  and  be  thought  to  have  the  better  of  their 
adverfaries  ;  and  would  fay,  how  eafy  is  it  to  re- 
quite fuch  men,  and  all  parties  to  expofe  each 
other  to  contempt  ?  (Indeed,  how  many  parifhes 
in  England  afford  too  plenteous  matter  of  reply 
to  one  that  took  that  for  his  part ;  and  of  tears  of 
ferious  obfervers  ?) 

His  main  defire  was,  that  as  men  mould  not  be 
peevifhly  quarrelfome  againft  any  lawful  circum- 
itances,  forms  or  orders  in  religion,  muchlefs  think 
themfelves  godly  men,  becaufe  they  can  fly  from 
other  mens  circum (lances,  or  fettled  lawful  orders 
as  fin ;  fo  efpecially,  that  no  human  additions  of 
opinion,  order,  modes,  ceremonies,  profeffions,  or 
promifes,  mould  ever  be  managed  to  the  hindering 
of  chriftian  love  and  peace,  nor  of  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel,  nor  the  wrong  of  our  common  caufe, 
or  the  (lengthening  of  atheifm,  infidelity,  pro- 
phanenefs  or  popery  ;  but  that  chriftian  verity  and 
piety,  the  love  of  God  and  man,  and  a  good  life, 
and  our  common  peace  in  thefe,  might  be  firft 
refolved  on  and  fecured,  and  all  our  additions 
might  be  ufed,  b.ut  in  due  fubordination  to  thefe, 
and  not  to  any  injury  of  any  of  them  ;  nor  feds, 
parties,  or  narrow  interefls  be  fet  up  againft  the 
common  duty,  and  the  public  intereft  and  peace. 

I  know  you  are  acquainted,  how  greatly  he  va- 
lued Mr.  Selden,  being  one  of  his  executors  ;  his 
books  and  picture  being  ftill  near  him.  I  think  it 
meet  therefore  to  remember,  that  becaufe  many 
Hobbifts  do  report,  that  Mr.  Selden  was  at  the 
heart  an  infidel,  and  inclined  to  the  opinions  of 
Hobbs,  I  defired  him  to  tell  me  the  truth  herein  : 
and  he  oft  profeifed  to  me,  that  Mr.  Selden  was 
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a  refolved  ferious  chriftian ;  and  that  he  was  a  great 
adverfary  to  Hobbs*  errors ;  and  that  he  had  feen 
him  openly  oppofe  him  fo  earneftly,  as  either  to 
depart  from  him,  or  drive  him  out  of  the  room. 
And  as  Mr.  Selden  was  one  of  thofe  called  Erafti- 
ans  (as  his  book  de  Synedriis,  and  others  fhew,) 
yet  owned  the  office  properly  miniflerial.  So  muft 
lawyers  that  ever  I  was  acquainted  with,  taking 
the  word  jurifdiction,  to  fignify  fomething  more 
than  the  mere  doctoral,  prieflly  power,  and  power 
over  their  own  facramental  communion  in  the 
church  which  they  guide,  do  ufe  to  fay,  that  it  is 
primarily  in  the  magiflrate  (as  no  doubt  all  power 
of  corporal  coercion,  by  mulcts  and  penalties  is.) 
And  as  to  the  accidentals  to  the  proper  power  of 
priefthood,  or  the  keys,  they  truly  fay  with  Dr. 
Stillingfleet,  that  God  hath  fettled  no  one  form. 

Indeed,  the  lord  chief  juftice  thought,  that  the 
power  of  the  word  and  facraments  in  the  minifle- 
rial office,  was  of  God's  inftitution  ;  and  that  they 
were  the  proper  judges  appointed  by  Chrift,  to 
whom  they  themfelves  mould  apply  facraments, 
and  to  whom  they  mould  deny  them.  But  that 
the  power  of  chancellors  courts,  and  many  modal 
additions,  which  are  not  of  the  effence  of  the 
prieftly  office,  floweth  from  the  king,  and  may  be 
fitted  to  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom.  Which  is  true, 
if  it  be  limited  by  God's  laws,  and  exercifed  on 
things  only  allowed  them  to  deal  in,  and  contradict 
not  the  orders  and  powers  fettled  by  Chrift  and  his 
apoflles. 

On  this  account  he  thought  well  of  the  form  of 
government  in  the  church  of  England  ;  (lament- 
ing the  mifcarriages  of  many  perfons,)  and  the 
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want  of  parochial  reformation :  but  he  was  greatly 
for  uniting  in  love  and  peace,  upon  fo  much  as 
is  necefiary  to  falvation,  with  all  good,  fober, 
peaceable  men. 

And  he  was  much  againft  the  corrupting  of  the 
chriftian  religion  (whofe  fimplicity  and  purity  he 
juftly  took  to  be  much  of  its  excellency,)  by  mens 
bufy  additions,  by  wit,  policy,  ambition,  or  any 
thing  elfe  which  fophifticateth  it,  and  maketh  it 
another  thing,  and  caufeth  the  lamentable  conten- 
tions of  the  world. 

What  he  was  as  a  lawyer,  a  judge,  a  chriftian, 
is  fo  well  known,  that  I  think  for  me  to  pretend 
that  my  teftimony  is  of  any  ufe,  were  vain.  I 
will  only  tell  you  what  I  have  written  by  his  pic- 
ture, in  the  front  of  the  great  bible  which  I  bought 
with  his  legacy,  in  memory  of  his  love  and  name, 
viz.  "  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  that  unwearied  ftudent, 
that  prudent  man,  that  folid  philofopher,  that  fam- 
ous lawyer,  that  pillar  and  bafis  of  juftice  (who 
would  not  have  done  an  unjuft  aft  for  any  worldly 
price  or  motive,)  the  ornament  of  his  majefty's 
government,  and  honour  of  England  ;  the  higheft 
faculty  of  the  foul  of  Weft  minder-hall,  and  pat- 
tern to  all  the  reverend  and  honourable  judges; 
that  godly,  ferious,  practical  chriftian,  the  lover  of 
goodnefs  and  all  good  men ;  a  lamenter  of  the 
clergy's  felfifhnefs,  and  unfaithfulnefs,  and  difcord, 
and  of  the  fad  dividons  following  hereupon ;  an 
earned  defire  of  their  reformation,  concord,  and 
the  church's  peace,  and  of  a  reformed  a&  of  uni- 
formity, as  the  beft  and  neceflary  means  thereto; 
that  great  contemner  of  the  riches,  pomp  and 
vanity  of  the  world  ;  that  pattern  of  honeft  plain- 
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nefs  and  humility,  who  while  he  fled  from  the 
honours  that  purfued  him,  was  yet  lord  chief  juflice 
of  the  king's  bench,  after  his  being  long  lord  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer  ;  living  and  dying,  enter- 
ing on,  ufmg,  and  voluntarily  furrendering  his 
place  of  judicature,  with  the  mod  univerfal  love, 
and  honour,  and  praife,  that  ever  did  Englifh 
fubject  in  this  age,  or  any  that  juft  hiftory  doth 
acquaint  us  with,  &c.  &c.  &c.  This  man  fo  wife, 
fo  good,  fo  great.,  bequeathing  me  in  his  teftament 
the  legacy  of  forty  millings,  merely  as  a  teftimony 
of  his  refpect  and  love,  I  thought  this  book,  the 
teftament  of  Chrift,  the  meeteft  purchafe  by  that 
price,  to  remain  in  memorial  of  the  faithful 
love,  which  he  bare  and  long  exprefled  to  his  infe- 
rior and  unworthy,  but  honouring  friend,  who 
thought  to  have  been  with  Chrift  before  him,  and 
waiteth  for  the  day  of  his  perfect  conjunction  with 
the  fpirits  of  the  juft  made  perfect." 

RICHARD  BAXTER. 
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